
Second  Lieutenant James Critchley Jubb (1884 – 1916). 

1st / 4th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

The tired air groans as the heavies swing over, the river-hollows boom; 

The shell-fountains leap from the swamps, and with wildfire and fume 

The shoulder of the chalkdown convulses. 

Thiepval Wood : Edmund Blunden. September 1916. 

 

The panel on the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing on the Somme bearing the name of James Jubb. 

James Critchley Jubb was born on April 10th, 1884, actually in Carlinghow Hill, a stone’s 

throw from the school itself! He was the son of Arthur Jubb, who had been brought up in the 

Lamplands area of Upper Batley and had inherited the management of a large woollen mill, 

from his father George. 

James Jubb had the shortest journey to school of any boy on the school roll of honour, and 

within the school itself. He lived at ‘Southfields’, an imposing Victorian House on 

Carlinghow Hill, with the Headmaster’s House being the next door neighbour. The 

Headmaster at the time the Jubb family were living at Southfields was the Reverend Samuel 

Langton Calvert. 

The Jubb family owned woollen mills in Batley and were also partners in a similar venture in 

Fischamend in Austria. The mill was about fifteen miles from Vienna and employed about 

one hundred men, with a dozen or so Batley men living there to supervise the various 

departments. Arthur Jubb, (James’ father), and his brother George were partners in the latter 

mill. In 1881 George was horribly injured when he was stabbed and his cousin, Joseph 

Marriott was murdered by a boyfriend of one of the Austrian women working in the mill. 

George returned to England shortly afterwards and lived near to the rest of the family in 

Upper Batley. 



James Critchley Jubb was shown on the census for the first time in 1891, with Arthur, his 

father, his mother Mary and two servants living with them at Southfields. There are no 

records as to when James attended the school but it is likely that he enrolled there as a ten or 

eleven year old in the very last years of the nineteenth century. 

James Jubb was shown as a sixteen year old in the 1901 census, but has no employment by 

his name and also there is no indication that he was still at school at this time, as ‘scholar’ 

would have shown this to be the case. By this time Arthur Jubb had seemingly done very well 

in running the various mills and had retired as a woollen manufacturer. The family had grown 

by the addition of a daughter, but were well enough off to actually have five live in servants. 

In 1904 Arthur Jubb died and left James and his mother living still at Southfields, Upper 

Batley with two servants. James by this time had become a solicitor. 

James Jubb joined the 4th Battalion of the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry shortly after it 

was formed and quickly received a commission to the rank of 2nd Lieutenant. The 

commission was recorded in the London Gazette in December 1914, to start from November 

2nd 1914. He was therefore one of the very first boys from the school to enlist. 

However, it was only after James Jubb had signed the ‘Imperial Service Declaration Form’     

that he was granted a commission. His application for a commission tells the story that he 

actually volunteered in the first instance for service in the army in ‘Home Defence’ thus 

indicating an initial reluctance to want to go to war abroad. The Imperial Service Form was 

required to be signed by Territorial and volunteer soldiers, stating that they were willing to 

fight abroad for King and Country in the cause of national defence. 

Question 13 of his application asked. ‘Have you ever been nominated for any other regiment 

or corps?.   His answer showed both his connections in society and the fact that he wanted to 

fight the war at home! 

“ Yes, by the Honourable Rupert E. Beckett, for the 4th Battalion KOYLI, on 7th September 

1914, but refused as I then applied only for Home Defence ... now prepared to sign the 

Imperial Service Declaration”. 

His application was dated October 29th 1914, and so he was still a very early entrant to the 

war, despite his seeming reluctance to go abroad in the first instance. The application form 

contained details of his profession, which was noted as ‘Solicitor’ and his height, which was 

shown as 5’4” tall. The answer to the question of which school he attended was of course 

noted as ‘Batley Grammar School’. 

The Vicar of Batley, who conveniently was the Chaplain to the 4th KOYLI’s, signed the 

application for a commission to say that Jubb was of good character and mention of the 

Beckett family must have stood him in good stead too as they were a very wealthy Yorkshire 

family. The Becketts were one of the most distinguished of banking families at the time. With 

banks in Leeds and York, they managed, exceptionally, to remain independent until after the 

First World War. They were absorbed by the Westminster Bank in 1921. Rupert Evelyn 



Beckett was thus vice-chairman of the Westminster Bank from 1927 to 1930 and chairman 

from 1931 to 1950. The Jubb family had some very good connections it seems!  

The 1/4th Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI) was formed in 

Wakefield in August 1914. It was part of the 3rd West Riding Brigade, West Riding Division. 

It was mobilised to Doncaster barracks at first and then in November 1914 it was sent to 

Gainsborough for training. From there the battalion went to York, before finally being posted 

to France in April 1915, landing at Boulogne on April 13th 1915. The KOYLI was raised to 

thirteen battalions during the Great War, 

With the creation of the Territorial Force in 1908, as part of the Haldane reforms, the 1st 

Volunteer Battalion was reorganised as the 4th and 5th Battalions (TF), while the 3rd 

Battalion was transferred to the Special Reserve. The 4th Battalion KOYLI was the senior 

Territorial Force battalion of the regiment, based at Wakefield and made-up of part-time 

soldiers, many of them miners. With the expansion of the territorial battalions, the original 

4th Battalion KOYLI became the 1st/4th Battalion KOYLI. It served with the 148th Infantry 

Brigade in the 49th Infantry Division. Early in 1916 the battalion was moved from the Ypres 

sector to the Somme with the 49th Division acting as support for X Corps. They arrived at 

Molliens au Bois on February 11th 1916 and took over trenches at Authuille in very wet 

weather.  

On March 1st 1916 they moved to Acheux where they spent the remainder of the month 

helping the 112th Railway Construction Company Royal Engineers construct a line between 

Candas and Achuex. At the end of March they moved to Talmas, a village on the Amiens to 

Doullens road where they started an infantry training programme which continued until May. 

This was interspersed with providing working parties in the area of Aveluy Wood until June 

1916. 

It was at this time that James Jubb became ill with bronchial catarrh. On March 3rd 1916 he 

was transported from France to Southampton on board the hospital ship St. Denis. Medical 

Boards then took place regarding his fitness to return to front line duties. The board on March 

6th 1916 reported that: 

“While in trenches at Albert he started with influenza on February 22nd 1916. He was 

sent to the hospital at Amiens and from there to Le Havre Hospital and on to England. 

He is now convalescent but very weak”. 

The board granted James Jubb leave from March 6th until March 27th 1916 and then a further 

board was told that he was still unfit for duties, and likely to be so for a further three weeks. 

He was again granted leave from March 6th 1916 until March 27th. This leave was itself 

extended on March 27th until April 17th 1916.  

The next minute on the file of James Jubb at the National Archive reads that on 19.4.1916 he 

‘...does not report- send reminder’. One wonders whether his family connections allowed 

him to be sent ‘a reminder’ rather than have the military police knocking at his door to arrest 

him for desertion! 



The minutes on the file carry on with a note that on 29.4.16 James Jubb ‘Reports’, but 

apparently then applied for a certificate of leave, which he was seemingly granted and he 

finally rejoined for duty on May 8th 1916. On May 27th 1916 minute 9 of his file starkly 

records that ‘Lieutenant J. C. Jubb has been ordered to re-join the E.F.’ (Expeditionary 

Force). 

In the meantime James Jubb’s regiment were in the Somme area, planning for the next big 

battle to start. This was to be the first Battle of the Somme which was to be launched on July 

1st 1916.  James Jubbs’s medal card records that he actually went to France on January 2nd 

1916 and so would have been part of these battalion movements in preparation for the Battle 

of the Somme at least for the two months between January and March 1916. It is interesting 

that the same medal card shows that James Jubb was promoted to Lieutenant, even though the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission records him as a second Lieutenant.  

The 4th Battalion was in reserve at Aveluy Wood on July 1st and did not take part in the 

initial assaults but was ordered forward at 6 p.m. to take part in the advance on Thiepval 

Wood and at 8.15 a.m on the 2nd of July 1916 they were occupying what had been the 

enemy's front line trenches. For twenty-one hours they were shelled in this position until the 

morning of the 3rd of July.  

During a thunderstorm on July 4th 1916 the enemy counter-attacked but the Battalion held the 

position. At 4 a.m. on the 5th July two platoons of the 4th Battalion helped with an assault on 

the enemy. Fierce fighting continued until the 7th July 1916 when the battalion was taken out 

of the line to rest in Martinsart Wood. They had lost 11 officers and 350 other ranks killed or 

wounded. They returned to the front line on July 21st 1916 and launched an attack at 2.30 

a.m. on the 23rd July in the Leipzig Salient losing four officers killed or wounded. James 

Critchley Jubb was one of the four officers killed in the attack on the Leipzig Redoubt. 

The War Diary of the 4th Battalion King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry shows that they 

joined the line on July 21st 1916 in the Leipzig Salient of the Somme battlefield. On July 22nd 

they relieved the 4th York and Lancaster Regiment in the front line trenches and by 10pm 

were subjected to a bombardment that opened on their right and spread along the whole front 

line. At the same time the battalion received orders that they were to launch an attack on the 

German lines at 2-30am the following morning. 

The diary for July 23rd 1916 records that: 

“The attack was met by rifle fire and a barrage of shrapnel and attacking party 

suffered heavy casualties in crossing no man’s land. On arrival at the German lines the 

enemy were found to be in force and owing to casualties sustained the party was too 

weak to put up a fight and had to withdraw, leaving 2nd Lieutenants Plews and 

Mountain wounded in the enemy’s trenches and 2nd Lieutenant’s Archer and Jubb 

missing. 

The enemy bombers counter attacked up trenches leading to our own lines but were 

driven off by our bombers. Casualties Other ranks 6 killed, 6 wounded” 



No further mention was made of the missing in the diary, but James Jubb was one of those 

who was obviously killed in yet another pointless and murderous head on attack on the 

enemy’s trenches that had already claimed so many lives. He had spent approximately two 

months in France before being ill and another two months upon his return on the Somme 

battlefield. 

On James Jubb’s medal record the word ‘Dead’ is shown on the card with the date ‘23-7-16’. 

His body was never found and he is therefore commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial to 

the missing. 

James Jubb’s family held out the hope that he was missing and had been captured and wrote 

to the War Office in February 1917 to ask whether any details of him were now known. The 

War Office letter sadly replied that: 

“I am regretted to inform you that the army Council regret that they can no longer hold 

out any hope of this officer being alive” 

Further correspondence from the Jubb family show that they held out hope of James’ survival 

until well into 1918, when the family solicitors were still writing to the War Office asking for 

details of his death and delaying the issue of a certificate of death by the authorities by 

refusing to accept that he was actually dead.  

In the circumstances the Army Council could have issued a death certificate for James Jubb, 

but were unable to do so because of the family hoping he would be found in a prisoner of war 

camp. The letter from the Jubb’s solicitors was met with the sombre statement that: 

“...the Army Council are regretfully constrained to conclude for official purposes that 

Second Lieutenant Jubb is dead and that his death occurred on or since July 23rd 1916”. 

The family finally accepted that James was dead it seems and a final letter on his file in 1919 

shows that his wife Gertrude. J. Jubb was writing to confirm her address for the dispatch of 

the plaque and scroll awarded to all fallen soldiers of the First World War. 

James’ probate record showed that he left £194.7s to two people, one of whom was George 

Critchley Fox probably a relative and member of the Fox family of Batley, to whom he was 

distantly related. Another recipient of his estate was John Roger Burrow Gregory who was 

likely to be the solicitor for whom he was working when he joined the colours. This is 

somewhat odd, as he had actually married Gertrude Barnby in July of 1915, and yet there was 

no provision for her in his will. It can only be assumed that the will was written prior to 1915 

and was never changed when he married. Gertrude was the daughter of a wealthy 

businessman who lived in Sculcoates, in the East Riding of Yorkshire in 1911. 

After the War ended, Thiepval was chosen as the location for the memorial to the missing to 

commemorate those who died in the Somme sector before the 20th of March 1918 and have 

no known grave. This is the largest and most imposing of the memorials to soldiers who have 

no known grave. 



Thiepval was one of the fortress villages that were held by the Germans on the Somme front 

in 1916. The village was destroyed by the bombardment, except for one part of the chateau 

(the ruins of which contained machine gun nests).The houses in the village, although 

flattened, had deep cellars where the Germans held out, and their machine gun posts were not 

destroyed by the shelling.  

As well as being commemorated at Thiepval James Critchley Jubb is also remembered on the 

Batley War Memorial in the town centre, outside the library. 

 

The plaque on the Thiepval Memorial. 


