
Private Joseph Sheard Jubb (1888 – 1916). 

15th  (Service)  Battalion The Prince of Wales’s Own West 

Yorkshire Regiment 

She lives as though for ever in your sight 

Loving the things you loved with heart aglow 

For country, honour traditions high 

-Proud that you paid their price (And if some night  

her heart should break – well lad, you will not know. 

‘The Mother’ : May Herschel Clark. 

 

 

Joseph Sheard Jubb was born into a very privileged Batley family on January 24th 1888. His 

father, John Joseph Jubb, was the Mayor of Batley between 1884 and 1886. His grandfather, 



John Jubb, was actually the first Mayor of Batley. John’s father, Joseph, was an original 

partner of the Hick Lane Mill, the first mill in the area to manufacture ‘shoddy’ upon which 

Batley was to make its name. In the early 19th century various members of the Jubb extended 

family either owned or had interests in five different woollen mills and when coal was 

developed at Howley the family also had interests in that industry. 

Joseph’s father, John, was born in Batley in 1850. He was the son of a wealthy mill owner. In 

1871 John married Matilda Sheard, hence their son Joseph’s middle name. The Sheard’s were 

another prominent mill owning family in Batley at the time. After the death of his brother 

William John Jubb moved to the rather splendid surroundings of Blenheim House, in Batley 

Field Hill, now a venue for weddings and functions. 

 

John Jubb, father of Joseph Sheard Jubb. He was Mayor of Batley in 1884 – 1886. 

The large house in Batley Field Hill was certainly needed by the family as the 1891 census 

showed. By that time John and Matilda Sheard Jubb had a total of twelve children. Joseph, 

being born in 1888, was one of the youngest. Additionally, the family had two live in nurses 

and two domestic servants, with a gardener and his family living in the lodge house. 

Upper Batley began to develop around 1813 as the textile industry prospered. As Batley 

gained wealth, Upper Batley grew as a favoured suburban location for wealthy mill owners. 

Larger Victorian properties such as Blenheim House were soon built, the grandeur, the design 

and the attention to detail can still be seen today. Blenheim House was originally built for the 

wealthy Victorian mill owner, Joseph Jubb and his wife Hannah and has been privately 

owned ever since.  



Blenheim House became the headquarters of the Scarborough Lodge of Craft Freemasons 

and the Scarborough Chapter of Royal Architectural Masons in December 1925. Structural 

alterations were carried out, central heating installed and it was decorated and furnished, 

ready for a social gathering of brethren and their ladies in November of that year. The 

purchase price of Blenheim House together with the freehold and alterations in 1925 was 

£4,090. 14s.  

The house was certainly a splendid one to grow up in, and situated very near to Batley 

Grammar School, in which Joseph Sheard Jubb was enrolled in the spring term of 1897. 

 

Blenheim Hose, Upper Batley. 

By 1911 the Jubb family had only five of their eventual thirteen children living at home at 

Blenheim House. At that time the number of servants had reduced to two. Joseph Sheard 

Jubb was a single twenty three year old in 1911 and his occupation was shown on the census 

as being an architect’s assistant. As the Jubb family were related to the Hanstock family of 

architects it is very probable that Joseph was being apprenticed with the Hanstock firm. 

Very soon after the outbreak of the First World War Joseph and his brother Bernard joined 

the 15th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. This was the 

Leeds ‘Pals’ battalion. The idea of battalions of ‘friends’, or ‘pals’, being formed in towns 

and cities across the North of England in particular, is attributed to the 17th Earl of Derby. In 

a speech at Liverpool on August 28th 1914 he called for ‘pals’ to join the army together to 

fight for the cause. The speech was reported in the Yorkshire Evening Post on August 31st 

1914. This suggested the raising of a ‘friends’ battalion for Leeds in the same way as the 

Liverpool speech had helped to recruit a Liverpool Pals battalion. 



As a result of this patriotic fervour a Leeds solicitor, J. Walter Stead, who had been 

commanding officer of the 7th Leeds Rifles, Territorial Force, applied to the West Riding 

Territorial Army for permission to raise one thousand men as a Leeds battalion. At the same 

time, the Lord Mayor of Leeds, Edward Brotherton, wrote to Lord Kitchener endorsing Mr 

Stead’s proposal to raise a battalion for the city. On September 2nd 1914 Mr Brotherton 

announced to a council meeting in Leeds Town Hall that he had received a telegram from 

Lord Kitchener thanking him for his offer of raising a battalion. The Lord Mayor then told 

the meeting that he himself would fund the raising of the battalion and that the people of 

Leeds would not need to pay a penny towards it. The total cost for the first outfitting of the 

troops of the battalion was estimated later to have been about £6,000, no small sum at that 

time. Brotherton had made his fortune by founding a chemical company in Wakefield in 1878 

and had been a Member of Parliament for Wakefield before the First World War. 

The recruiting office for the Leeds Pals battalion opened on the day after the council meeting, 

on September 3rd 1914. By 9 am some two hundred men had sent in their names to join the 

battalion. By the end of the second day of recruiting, on September 4th, over eight hundred 

men had enlisted in the pals. On that day also, Lord Kitchener sent a telegram to Edward 

Brotherton saying. “On behalf of His Majesty’s Government I accept with gratitude your 

munificent offer to be responsible for the equipment of the Leeds Battalion”. 

On September 8th 1914 the recruiting for the Leeds Pals battalion was deemed to have been 

completed and a list of 1,275 men’s names were published in the Yorkshire Post. An appeal 

went out to local doctors to come and help with the medical examination of the men and on 

September 10th and 11th 1914 nearly thirty doctors attended the town hall at Leeds to help 

with the medical examinations and attestation procedure for the pals. 

Leeds City council approved an area of land owned by them at Colsterdale in North 

Yorkshire, to be opened up as a training camp and on September 23rd 1914 an advanced party 

of soldiers travelled to set up the tents needed for the eventual arrival of the battalion. Joseph 

Jubb and his brother Bernard had been part of the attestation process at Leeds Town Hall and 

went with the newly formed 15th Battalion to the training camp set up hastily in North 

Yorkshire. 

Weekend excursions were made by family and friends to the training camp at Colsterdale as 

the Leeds Pals trained. The soldiers were also allowed to explore the local town and 

countryside on leave days. It was probably during such explorations that Joseph Jubb met his 

future wife. In October 1915 Joseph married Mabel Poppleton in Knaresborough, before the 

Leeds Pals were sent abroad. The ‘Pals’ were originally warned to stand by for embarkation 

to France in November of 1915, but orders were changed and on December 7th 1915 they left 

Liverpool on board the Empress of India, sailing for Egypt. Mabel never married again after 

the death of Joseph and died in Scarborough in the 1960’s. 

After the threat of a Turkish invasion of the Suez Canal area lessened in 1916 the Leeds Pals 

were required for the proposed attack on German forces in France that was soon to be 

launched in the summer of 1916. On March 1st 1916 the pals boarded the ship, HMS Ascania 



at Port Said and sailed for Marseilles. They arrived at Marseilles on March 8th 1916, early in 

the morning. After a two day train journey north the battalion arrived on the western front in 

northern France on March 10th 1916, and went into billets near Neuville-au-Bois. 

The Leeds Pals were to be part of the major offensive planned for the Somme at the end of 

June 1916. In the event this was postponed until July 1st 1916. The Yorkshire Evening Post 

for that day showed the headline ‘German Defence Broken on 16 Mile Front’. It went on to 

add that it was too early to give even the barest particulars, but it was thought that many 

German prisoners had been taken. Ironically there was no mention of the tremendous losses 

that were to be sustained on that very day by Pals battalions and other Yorkshire regiments. 

The same newspaper reported the headline on July 7th 1916 that there had been ‘Heavy 

Casualties in Big Advance’, and that the Leeds Pals Battalion had lost many men, including 

the officer in command of the battalion. 

The true losses of the battalion are difficult to establish properly. However, the number of 

officers killed was said to be thirteen with two more dying of wounds later. Two hundred and 

nine other ranks were killed with twenty four dying of wounds after the first day’s battle. It 

was said at the time that there was not a street in Leeds that did not have at least one window 

with its curtains closed as a sign of mourning for a fallen son. It is not known how Joseph 

Sheard Jubb was wounded in the July 1st attack, but he managed to last for a further month 

before succumbing to his wounds on August 2nd 1916. 

The War Diary of the 15th West Yorkshire Regiment for July 1st 1916 is graphic in its detail 

of what happened to the men of the regiment during that attack. It reads: 

“In the Field July 1st 1916. 7-30 am. The Battle of the Somme commenced. 

The attack was launched in successive waves. Every wave was met by a severe, sweeping 

M.G. (Machine Gun) fire. 

There had been an hour’s intensive artillery bombardment of the enemy’s front lines 

and a ten minutes intense ‘hurricane’ trench mortar bombardment but when the 

advance was made the enemy front line was thick with men. 

The 94th Brigade advanced on our left and were reported at one time to be in possession 

of the village of Serre. Large numbers of our casualties long before reaching the 

German wire. Some were reported to be over the front enemy trenches and in their first 

objectives. 

The Fourth Division advanced on our right. Fighting was hard and shelling heavy. 

Machine Gun fire was intense. Our casualties were 24 officers and 504 other ranks. 

Dead and wounded were being brought in from No Man’s Land for several days”. 

It is likely that Joseph Sheard Jubb was wounded before even getting to the German trenches 

on that first day of the battle. He was sadly not alone in that respect. 



Both Joseph Jubb and his brother Bernard served with 13 platoon of D company in 

Colsterdale, Egypt and eventually France. Bernard was wounded on the 1st of July 1916, and 

survived his wounds, He served out the rest of the war with the Labour Corps. Samuel, the 

youngest of the Jubb brothers, served with the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and 

survived the War. 

The medal card for Joseph Sheard Jubb simply reads ‘Dead’. The Commonwealth War Grave 

Commission headstone on his last resting place gives the date of his death from wounds 

received, as being August 2nd 1916. However, on the probate register the date is shown as 

August 1st 1916. Ironically the same probate register showing Joseph Sheard Jubb’s name 

also shows the name of his relative James Critchley Jubb, who lived not far from him in 

Upper Batley, and they probably attended the school together at the same time in the last 

years of the nineteenth century. Joseph left a total of £1231.19s.2d to his wife of one year, 

Mabel. 

The name of Joseph Sheard Jubb is to be found on the Batley War memorial in the town 

centre and he is buried in St Vaast Post Military Cemetery, Richebourg-L'Avoue, France. 

 

St Vaast Post Cemetery, France. 


