
Private Eric Johnson (1897 – 1916). 

9th Battalion Royal Fusiliers. 

Those sergeants I lost at Delville 

On a night that was cruel and black 

They gave their lives for England’s sake 

They will never come back 

What of the hundreds in whose hearts 

Thoughts no less splendid burn? 

I wonder what England will do for them 

If ever they return 

‘At Delville’ Robert Ernest Vernede 1916. 

 

Eric Johnson was born in Dewsbury in 1897. The family lived in Ingham Road in Dewsbury 

at that time. Eric’s father was William and his mother Fleeta. Eric had a younger brother, 



Harry, who was two years old in 1901.  In the 1901 census William was shown as a foreman 

in a woollen mill.  

By 1911 the Johnson family had moved to Headfield Road in Dewsbury. By this time Eric’s 

father had become a woollen manufacturer and was shown as an employer. The family had 

been augmented by the arrival in 1902 of a daughter, Gertrude. 

The Roll of Honour published in the 1917 edition of the school magazine showed that Eric 

Johnson had joined the school in the Summer term of 1908. Sadly, the same roll records by 

way of an asterisk by Eric’s name that the school had already been notified of his death in 

France. 

It is not known when Eric Johnson joined the Royal Fusiliers, but an entry in the school 

magazine in 1915 shows that he was in the 29th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers by 1915. It 

showed that he was stationed at Oxford at the time. 

“Eric Johnson is stationed with the 29th Royal Fusiliers at Oxford. Evidently farmers 

don’t understand the army’s gentle way. ‘They are taking great care of us he says, 

whenever it is wet we are marched inside and lectured on grenades’.” 

The 28th and 29th Royal Fusiliers were both training battalions and never went overseas in the 

First World War. At the time he was based in Oxford Eric Johnson would have been in 

training with the Fusiliers before his eventual posting to France with the 9th Battalion. 

The war diary of the 9th Battalion Royal Fusiliers is very extensively written by the adjutant 

of the time of Eric Johnson’s death. However, there is a difficulty with the date of his 

recorded death, according to the Battalion War Diary. Entries for 10th October 1916, the day 

Johnson is recorded as dying by the Commonwealth War Grave Commission, show that there 

were no casualties to the Battalion on that date.  

On October 7th  1916 the 9th  Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers lost 4 officers and 21 other ranks 

killed. The wounded numbered 1 officer and 131 other ranks. It is unlikely that Eric Johnson 

was killed during this attack and if he had subsequently died from wounds received then this 

would have no doubt been recorded on his Commonwealth War Grave Record. On the medal 

card for Eric Johnson retained at the National Archive there is no mention of him dying of 

wounds either. It is likely that Johnson was killed on October 11th and that in the chaos of the 

reporting procedures at the time that he is recorded as having been killed on the 10th October 

1916. 

On October 11th 1916 after drill and routine inspections the battalion supplied 100 men to go 

to the rear to bring supplies forward for the men in the trenches. The diary reads:   

“Whilst on the road by Delville Wood the party was held up by congestion of traffic and 

a shell burst on the column, killing 4 and wounding 6 other ranks. No further casualties 

were sustained.”  



Fusilier Eric Johnson’s name is memorialised on the Thornhill Parish Church War Memorial 

and also on section number three of the Dewsbury War Memorial. His name is on the plaque 

remembering the fallen outside the Graves Hall at Batley Grammar School. 

Eric Johnson was buried in the Commonwealth War Grave Commission Cemetery at Achiet 

Le Grand Communal Cemetery Extension in France. The cemetery extension was designed 

by none other than Sir Edwin Lutyens, who designed so many memorials after the First 

World War. 

 

Achiet Le Grande Communal Cemetery, France. 


