
Second Lieutenant Richard Hartley (1886 - 1917). 

8th Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment. 

We drag with stiffening fingers 

Our rifles up the hill 

The path is steep and tangled 

But leads to Flanders still. 

‘In Training‘ : Edward Shanks. 1915  

 

Richard Hartley was born in Cleckheaton in 1886.The 1891 census showed five year old 

Richard Hartley living in Gomersal, with his father Thomas, sister Annie and his grandma 

Hannah, who was acting as a housekeeper. His father Thomas was shown as a widower in 

this census, though in 1901 a Sarah Jane Hartley is shown as being Thomas’s wife. This may 

or not be Richard’s mother, as he may have married again after the death of his first wife. 

Thomas’s occupation was shown as being a carrier, and later a ‘general journeyman carrier’.  



Richard Hartley began his school life at Batley Grammar School in the summer term of 1897 

and by 1901 Richard was shown on the census as working as a clerk in a railway office. He 

worked for the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railways company. By 1901 Richard’s family had 

moved to Ravensthorpe and they had two additional children. In the 1911 census the Hartley 

family had moved to 36 George Street Cleckheaton, and as well as Richard there were two 

sisters and a brother in the family. 

Richard Hartley was still a clerk in the Halifax offices of the Yorkshire and Lancashire 

Railway when the First World War broke out. He was already a member of the Leeds 

University Officers’ Training Corps ( OTC) by this time. His name appears on the memorial 

tablet in the Brotherton Library at Leeds University, but there is no evidence that he ever 

actually attended there as a student.  

We know from an obituary in the Bradford Weekly Telegraph in November 1916 that 

Richard Hartley had been a member of the Leeds University O.T.C. He obtained his 

commission with the East Yorkshire Regiment in October 1914, and after that was in various 

camps in England, and had acted as bombing instructor at Rugely camp. Richard Hartley 

would have been a member of the Officer training Corps which was formed at Leeds 

University as a result of the Haldane reforms of the army in 1908. 

The Officers' Training Corps (OTC) can be attributed to Lord Haldane. Reforms were 

deemed to be needed in the regular and auxiliary forces between 1906 and 1908.  As a result 

the Special Reserve and Territorial Force were formed. One of the problems addressed by the 

reforms was the need to train a high number of men as officers to lead the newly formed 

divisions, and to go to the front in the event of war breaking out. Richard Hartley was one 

such man identified for training in the Leeds OTC. 

Schools and universities were recommended as the training ground for young officers and 

schools of military instruction were set up in the public schools and many Grammar Schools. 

The Officers’ Training Corps was established in 1908.  

A member of the Western Front Association, a society set up to study all aspects of the First 

World War, has researched the background of one hundred and three soldiers on the Leeds 

University Roll of Honour. He found that the average age of the officers who had died in the 

war, below the rank of Captain, was twenty four. This was a much lower age than Richard 

Hartley himself who was thirty years old when he met his death in 1916. 

Richard Hartley was commissioned into the 8th Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment in 

1914. The 8th (Service) Battalion, The East Yorkshire Regiment (The Duke of York's Own) 

was raised at Beverley on the 22nd of September 1914 as part of Kitchener's Third army, 

attached to 62nd Brigade, 21st Division. The Division concentrated in the Tring area, training 

at Halton Park before winter necessitated a move into local billets in Tring, Aylesbury, 

Leighton Buzzard, High Wycombe and Maidenhead.  

 



 

Second Lieutenant Richard Hartley. 

In May 1915 the infantry moved to huts at Halton Park. On the 9th of August 1915 they 

moved to Witley Camp. The 8th battalion embarked for France on the 9th of September 1915 

landing at Boulogne, The Division marched across France and went into the reserve for the 

British assault at Loos on the 26th of September suffering heavy casualties.  

The 8th Battalion took part in the winter operations of 1914-15. These included the First 

Attack on Bellewaarde and the Actions at Hooge. In 1916 they took part in The Actions of 

the Bluff and St Eloi Craters then moved to The Somme for The Battle of Albert and the 

Battle of Bazentin helping to capture Longueval. 

The war diary for the 8th East Yorkshire Regiment shows that by November 1st 1916 they 

were on the Serre sector of the front at Courcelles. On November 2nd 1916 the diary reads: 

“Usual trench routine and patrols, working parties etc. Enemy’s trench mortar and 

artillery showed considerable activity throughout the tour, resulting in heavy retaliation 

from our batteries. On November 5th 1916 the regiment came out of the line and began 

training for a return to the trenches. A note in the diary reads, ‘Casualties during the tour, 5 

killed 16 wounded’. Almost as an afterthought the note adds. ‘The weather was unsettled’. 

The diary entry for 5th November 1916 to 11th November 1916 reads ‘Company training, 

special attention was given to the training of bombers and movements in extended line 

and artillery were carried out (sic) in preparation for the forthcoming attack.’ 

It was during this training that Richard Hartley was fatally injured. The war diary does not 

record it officially but he was killed on November 11th 1916, as he gave training to his men in 

bombing techniques. 

Several newspapers in the area recorded the death of Richard Hartley. One noted:  



‘News has reached Cleckheaton of the accidental death from a bomb of Second-

Lieutenant Richard Hartley, of the West Yorkshire Regiment, elder son of the late Mr. 

Tom Hartley, of George Street, Cleckheaton. Lieutenant Hartley was a very capable 

young officer, and for some time was bombing officer at Rugeley Camp before going on 

active service. Before the war he was employed in the Yorkshire and Lancashire 

Railway offices at Halifax, and he obtained his commission through the Leeds 

University Officers’ Training Corps. He was very well known and popular in 

connection with cricket and football in the Spen Valley area. He was seemingly working 

on a gas bomb project at the rear of the British lines when the accident happened and 

he was killed.’  

The Yorkshire Evening Post reported the death of Lieutenant Richard Hartley on page five of 

its issue of Friday, November 17, 1916:  

"Second-Lieut. Richard Hartley, West Yorks, reported accidentally killed by a bomb, 

was the elder son of the late Tom Hartley, of Cleckheaton. Formerly employed at 

Halifax on the L. and Y. Railway, he obtained his commission through the Leeds 

University O.T.C., and was for a time a bombing instructor.” 

It seems that all of the newspaper reports showed Richard Hartley to have been with the West 

Yorkshire Regiment when he died in 1916. This was probably to be expected as most West 

Riding men would have joined the West Yorkshire Regiments. However, Richard Hartley 

was indeed with the East Yorkshire Regiment. Although the East Yorkshires had been in  

France since September 1915 it would seem that Lieutenant Hartley was kept on at Rugely 

camp in England as a bomb instructor, before finally going to France in the summer of 1916. 

The Bradford Weekly Telegraph of November 24th 1916 gave a more detailed report of the 

actuality surrounding Richard Hartley’s death: 

"Hartley, Second-Lieut. Richard, elder son of the late Mr. Tom Hartley, George Street, 

Cleckheaton, has died at the front. A telegram was received on Wednesday as follows:  

'Deeply regret to inform you that Second-Lieut. R. Hartley, East Yorkshire Regiment, 

died on the 11th November, gassed by...bomb. Accidental’.  

The Army Council express their sympathy.' The telegram was a complete and painful 

surprise as a letter had been received during the week from Lieut. Hartley saying he 

was in the best of health and out of the trenches resting. He was thirty years of age, a 

very popular young man in different circles, and highly respected by all with whom he 

came in contact. A member of the Leeds University O.T.C. he obtained his commission 

with the East Yorks in October 1914, and since then had been in various camps in 

England, and had acted as bombing instructor at Rugely. He had been in France about 

six months. 

As an old scholar of Batley Grammar School and Cleckheaton St. John's Sunday School 

he had many contemporary friends, and in local sporting circles he will be greatly 

missed as he was a member of the Cleckheaton Cricket Club, of various local cricket 



clubs, and also of Royds Hall Tennis Club, Low Moor. Mrs Hartley has another son in 

training, and we are sure the sympathy of all will go out to her and Miss Hartley in their 

sad troubles” 

As bombing officer for the battalion it would have been Richard Hartley’s job to ensure that 

his men were trained in bombing techniques. The war diary for the 8th Battalion relates that 

this training was taking place at the time of Richard Hartley’s death, in preparation for an 

attack that was to come.  

His death is not actually recorded in the pages of the war diary, which is unusual because the 

names of officers who died were usually recorded individually. It may be that the bomb he 

was working on, hinted at as a gas shell in the newspaper reports, was a new and 

experimental type of bomb and therefore no mention of its failure was allowed to be included 

in the diary. We shall never know of course. 

The medal record for Temporary Second Lieutenant Hartley simply records: “Killed 

11.11.16”. He was buried at Puchevillers British Cemetery in France. Puchevillers, was the 

scene of several large dressing stations just behind the lines where many casualties from the 

Battle of the Somme were treated. Puchevillers is a village on the D11 about 19 kilometres 

north-east of Amiens. The British Cemetery is a little west of the village.  

In June 1916, just before the opening of the Battles of the Somme, the 3rd and 44th Casualty 

Clearing Stations were established in the vicinity of the village. 

The name R. Hartley is engraved on the war memorial in the centre of Cleckheaton in the 

memorial park there. His name is additionally to be found on the war memorial in St John’s 

Church Cleckheaton, and of course on the brass tablet outside the Graves Hall at Batley 

Grammar School. 

The Commonwealth War Grave headstone in Puchevillers cemetery reads: ‘Second 

Lieutenant Richard ‘Dick’ Hartley, ‘Gone But Not Forgotten, Forever in Our 

Thoughts’. 

 

 

Puchevillers Cemetery. 


