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We will remember them: 
The Soldier’s Story.

Who were the one thousand men from Batley and
Birstall who lost their lives as a result of the First
World War? Project Bugle is an ambitious 
community initiative that, with your help, seeks to
tell their stories over the next five years. Men like
Sergeant Joseph Edward Munns (Military Medal) and
boys like Private Robert Ramsden Barber (aged 18)
both of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.
‘PALS’ like James Wilson Inwood, whose family
received the following harrowing account of his
death: ‘Your son fell in action, killed by the bullet of

a German sniper while performing his duty. He was
acting as a company runner to the Captain of the
Company who was killed by the same sniper. He was
greatly admired for his cheery disposition, and he
was always so willing to help in every way. He died a
noble death in the defence of his country, in the
cause of right, and for the protection of the women
and children of England. In doing so he has done all
that a man can do and is as great a hero as any that
have fallen.’ Our ambition is to research, record and
tell the stories of these Batley and Birstall men.

PPaassss  iitt  oonn..  Alan Bennett beautifully expresses our 
passion for Project Bugle in the following passage from
The History Boys: 
‘Pass the parcel, that's sometimes all you can do,’ 
he said. ‘Take it, feel it, and pass it on. Not for me. Not
for you. But for someone. Somewhere. One day. Pass it
on, boys, that's the game I wanted you to learn. 
Pass it on.’  (Hector, The History Boys)  
Project Bugle aims to research, record and pass it on.

TThhee  SSoollddiieerr’’ss  SSttoorryy..  Project Bugle will produce and share a permanent record that details the family
backgrounds of these Batley and Birstall men. The project will record where they died and were buried and
where they are Remembered: in short, we will tell the Soldier’s Story. The Project Bugle volunteer team
found inspiration in Laurence Binyon’s poem, ‘The Fallen’ and from Alan Bennett’s, ‘The History Boys.’ Binyon
wrote memorably of each generation’s duty to remember the fallen:  

‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.’
(An extract from The Fallen by Laurence Binyon)

WELCOME TO PROJECT BUGLE
We need your help!

SEE MORE PROJECT BUGLE DETAILS OVERLEAF

The Project Bugle team includes many local
groups and volunteers with family ties to these
Batley and Birstall men. We need your help. By
sharing your treasured family memories and
keepsakes the Soldier’s Story will grow and
flourish. Join us on 28th July for more details.  

PROJECT BUGLE LAUNCH NIGHT
Join us on Monday 28th July 7pm
for 7.30pm at Batley Town Hall.
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EXHIBITIONS
To maintain a monthly changing exhibition in
the local Libraries telling the story of the War
as it unfolded and to release the obituary of
the soldiers who died in the month - one
hundred years earlier.

NEWSLETTER
To produce a monthly Newsletter - ‘‘TThhee
BBuuggllee’’ - which will be distributed to public
places, schools and churches. 

RESEARCH AND RECORD
To research and record the story of some one
thousand soldiers from Batley and Birstall who
died as a result of the First World War and
whose names appear on the two town War
Memorials. 

COMMEMORATION
To place a wreath on the graves of those 
soldiers buried locally on the 100 year monthly
anniversary of their death.

2014 Start of the War & Local Recruitment.

2015 Life in the Trenches; Ypres.

2016 Battle of the Somme.

2017 The Final Push.

2018 Victory and home coming.

COMMEMORATIVE THEMES

BATLEY FESTIVAL 2014-2018
To take part in the Batley Festival and provide
exhibitions and expertise following the themes:

EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE
To work with schools and specialised groups
( e.g. Scouts) who wish to use the project to 
further their understanding and knowledge.

WAR GRAVES WALKS 
Project Bugle will develop War Graves Walks
for Batley and Birstall.

TALKS AND EVENTS
To provide talks to interested groups about
the soldiers from the area who were lost and
assist families with their own family research.

Project Bugle is an ambitious community initiative that commemorates the ultimate sacrifice made
by some one thousand soldiers from Batley and Birstall during the Frist World War. The project is
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund and co-sponsored by:  Batley History Group; Batley
Cemetery Support Group; The Royal Britsh Legion; Batley and Birstall Libraries; Bleak House Family
History Group; Birstall Churches Together; West Yorkshire Drama Academy; Birstall in Bloom; Batley
Festival and St Patrick’s Church.  Project Bugle includes the following initiatives:  

MONDAY 28TH JULY IS PROJECT BUGLE LAUNCH NIGHT: YOU’RE INVITED. Join us
at Batley Town Hall on Monday 28th July (7pm for 7.30pm). Meet the team, learn more
about the project and how you can help!

This year’s Batley Festival takes place on
Saturday 27th September (11am-4pm) 


