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More local men give their lives 

For King and Country… 
 

Two local men, both serving with 6th Bn. 

Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, have 

been killed at Ypres. On 19th September Pte. 

Jesse HILL, and on the 24th September Pte. 

Robert HIRST, were both reported killed in 

action.  
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Killed in trench by Shrapnel 
 

Pte William ARMITAGE, aged 34, 1st/4th 

KOYLI was killed by shrapnel on 6th 

September. He leaves a widow, Mary, and 

four children at 34, Russell Street, Batley. 

The Brigade Chaplain wrote the following 

letter of condolence to Mrs Armitage:- ‘It is 

with a deep feeling of sympathy for you that I 

write to tell you of the death of your husband 

which was caused by a German shell that fell 

into the trench in which he was working, he 

and two others being killed instantly, without 

pain or suffering. This sad occurrence took 

place about three o’clock on Monday 

afternoon, September 6th. Your husband was 

one of the best men and was well liked. I 

should like to add he was buried in the 

evening in a little cemetery just behind the 

trenches. A cross with his name and that of 

his regiment on has already been set up and 

the grave will be easily identified after the 

war.’ 

 

 
 

Pte William Armitage 
 

Killed in Flanders Field’s 
 

Pte Fred SMITHSON, aged 21 and serving in 

the Northumberland Fusiliers, was killed on 

25th September at Flanders in France. Son of 

Mr and Mrs Robert Smithson, Fred was born in 

Birstall and was one of ten siblings. He was 

employed as a Fabrics Printer before the 

outbreak of war and lived with his parents at 

23, Brookroyd Lane, Batley. 
 

Battle of Loos - A Tragic Day for 

Four local Men 
 

The number of men added to the Batley and 

Birstall Roll of Honour in September rose to  

eight with the deaths of a further four men 

who are tragically reported Killed in Action on 

the same day, 27th September, at the Battle of 

Loos in  France. They are:- 

Pte. Patrick NEAFSEY, aged 23, who 

enlisted in Dewsbury and was serving in the 

2nd Irish Guards. Patrick, born in Culloughly, 

Kilkelly, County Mayo, was the son of Patrick 

and Catherine Neafsey. 

Pte. Patrick COLLERAN, born in 

Charlestown, County Mayo he enlisted in 

Pontefract in the Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry and disembarked on 11th September 

1915. He was killed in action less than two 

weeks later. 

Batley born Pte. William ROTHERY, 

aged 29, of 6 Knowles Street, Batley and a 

Willeyer at J.T. & J. Taylor, Blakeridge Mills 

was a Reservist at the outbreak of war. He 

enlisted in Dewsbury in September 1914 and 

was disembarked on 11th September 1915 

(along with Pte Colleran). He was serving in 

10th Bn., Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, 

Machine Gun Section and is reported as 

wounded, missing and presumed killed in 

action. 

And finally, that of Pte. George WROE , 

serving in the 9th Bn., Kings Own Yorkshire 

Light Infantry, who was only 20 years of age. 

      

 
 


