
Sub Lieutenant Owen Jardine Hobbs  (1889 – 1916). 

Anson Battalion, Royal Naval Division. 

Blow out, you bugles, over the rich dead 

There's none of these so lonely and poor of old 

But, dying, has made us rarer gifts than gold 

           Inscription on the Royal Naval Division Memorial Horse Guards Parade. 

 

Owen Jardine Hobbs was born in Carlisle, Cumberland on April 6th 1889. His father was a 

congregational minister who had been born in London and attended the University of Oxford 

before becoming a Minister. In the 1891 census the Hobbs family were living at 36 Dalston 

Road Carlisle. Owen was living with his father Owen Knights Hobbs, his mother Eliza and 

his two brothers and a servant. Owen Knights Hobbs was born in London in 1862. The 

Oxford University record for Owen Knights Hobbs shows that he left Oxford in 1886, no 

doubt to take a parish in Cumbria.  



Owen Jardine Hobbs began his school career at Batley Grammar School in the Autumn term 

of 1896. The Hobbs family had moved to Batley in the mid 1890’s where Owen Knights 

Hobbs was the Minister at the Congregational Church in Hanover Road, Batley. In the 1911 

Census the family were shown as still living at Hanover Street in the Manse, but Owen 

Jardine had left the family home and in 1911 he was living in Cardiff, after having studied at 

the University of Oxford to become a schoolteacher. The school magazine noted of his 

graduation that congratulations were due to both him and another student of the school: 

“Congratulations to H.W. Normanton and O.J. Hobbs of Merton on their success in the 

science schools. The former’s second in physics is the more acceptable from the fact that 

there was not a single first. Hobbs gets a second Chemistry: he also had the honour of 

playing polo against Cambridge”. 

After his success at Merton Owen Jardine was shown as living in Cardiff with a Mr Henry 

Dyer. His profession was stated as Secondary School Teacher. However, his tenure in Cardiff 

did not seem to last long, as the December 1911 issue of the school magazine shows that he 

had moved to Chelmsford Grammar School. The note reads: “O. J. Hobbs Appointed 

Senior Science Master, Chelmsford Grammar School”. 

 

The Memorial Tablet at Chelmsford Grammar School. The name of O J Hobbs is seventh from the bottom of 

the left hand tablet. 

Owen Hobbs had one more move to King Edward’s School in Southampton before his time 

with the colours, as by 1915 when he joined the Public Schools Battalion he was shown as 

working in Southampton. Hobbs joined the Public Schools Battalion on 9th April 1915 but 

was soon commissioned into the Hood Battalion of the Royal Naval Division, on October 

25th 1915. Hobbs was married just a month after he was awarded a commission in the Royal 



Naval Division’s Hood Battalion. His promotion was shown in the London Gazette of July 

20th 1915. 

From his index card held at the National Archive we know quite a lot about Owen J. Hobbs. 

We know his civil employment was as a schoolmaster and that his first enlistment was with 

the Public Schools Battalion  (PSB) of the Royal Fusiliers. He was discharged from that 

battalion on July 12th 1915 in order to take up his commission. In terms of physical 

characteristics we know that Hobbs was fairly tall for the time, at 5’10”, and that he had 

brown hair and blue eyes. His religion was stated to be nonconformist. 

Hobbs’ next of kin were shown as living at 12 Lawn Road Doncaster. No doubt his father had 

taken up a parish position there after some years in Batley. By the time of his death the 

Hobbs family had, indeed, moved to Doncaster, but his wife was shown as living in Dulwich. 

He had married Maud Emily Gautrey on August 21st 1915, the daughter of a London County 

Councillor.  He was posted to the Anson Division of the Royal Naval Division on November 

22nd 1915.  

The British 63rd (Royal Naval) Division was a First World War Division of the New Army. 

The division had been formed, (at the direction of Winston Churchill, the First Lord of the 

Admiralty), at the outbreak of war as the Royal Naval Division. The division was composed 

largely of surplus reserves of the Royal Navy who were not required at sea, formed around a 

cadre of Royal Marines. 

At the declaration of the war on 4 August 1914, there was a surplus of some 20-30,000 men 

of the reserves of the Royal Navy who would not find jobs on any ship of war. It was 

recognised that this was sufficient to form two Naval Brigades and a Brigade of Marines for 

operations on land.  

The Anson Battalion of the Royal Naval Division landed in France on May 19th 1916, after 

seeing service in the Gallipoli campaign. By the end of the Division's part in that campaign, 

very few men with sea service remained.  

 

Souvenir of a recruiting event for the Royal Naval Division. 



The poet Rupert Brooke was one of the young British officers of the Royal Naval Division 

who had left for the romantic Middle East full of expectation. It was the region where the 

Greek heroes of Homer's Iliad had fought at Troy. Brooke was one of the war volunteers in 

the Royal Naval Division. Having joined the Anson battalion in September 1914 he had been 

at the debacle at Antwerp. He died on 23 April 1915, not on the field of battle, but from blood 

poisoning resulting from a mosquito bite in transit to Gallipoli.  

This was kept hidden from the British public, and Brooke was elevated to the status of martyr 

and hero. He was buried on the Greek island of Skyros where the Royal Naval Division was 

waiting on troopships. His grave is still there. The first lines from his patriotic sonnet ‘The 

Soldier’ have become a symbol for the patriotism displayed at the time of the First World 

War. 

In the aftermath of Gallipoli, a discussion was started on the future of the Royal Naval 

Division. The outcome was to maintain the division, but under Army rather than Navy 

command. Consequently in May 1916 the Royal Naval Division changed their Naval uniform 

for Army Service dress. After landing in France they took part in the second phase of the 

Battle of the Somme, advancing along the River Ancre to capture Beaucourt. 

The Division had four objectives during the Battle of Ancre. The first was to capture the 

"Dotted Green Line", the name given to the front line of the German trench complex. The 

second objective, the so called "Green Line", was the road to Beaucourt station. The road ran 

along a ridge which had been fortified by the Germans. The third objective was a trench 

which lay beyond the road, around the remains of Beaucourt on its south-west edge, and was 

named the "Yellow Line". The final objective, the "Red Line", was beyond Beaucourt. Here 

the Division was to consolidate and solidify the gains made during the battle. 

Due to intense shelling prior to the assault, the German trenches had been significantly 

damaged. As a result the men became increasingly disorientated, meaning that the initial 

tactic of ‘leap frogging’ could not be employed. Meanwhile, the battalions ‘Nelson’, ‘Hawke’ 

and ‘Howe’ suffered heavy casualties. Two of the three commanding officers from these 

battalions were among the early casualties: Lieutenant Colonel Burge of Nelson Battalion 

was killed whilst attacking a well fortified section of the "Dotted Green Line" and Lieutenant 

Colonel Wilson was severely wounded leading an attack on the same target.  

Another commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Saunders, was also killed early in the battle 

but his battalion, Anson, was more successful, managing to capture the "Green Line". Anson 

Battalion was then able to advance to the "Yellow Line" after making contact with the 51st 

Highland Division to its left. By 2230 hours, Beaucourt had officially been captured. 

It had fallen to Lieutenant Colonel Saunders to write the operational orders for the attacks 

due to begin on November 13th. Orders numbered 35A and 36 are still to be found in the war 

diary of the regiment held at the National Archive. The attention to detail in the orders is 

striking. There are sections instructing the men to remove great coats an hour before zero and 

telling them to fill their water bottles before leaving billets as ‘...no other water will be 

available tomorrow”. 



The diary noted that on November 12th 1916 the battalion were receiving ‘hostile shelling’ at 

about 4-45 am. The shelling included gas as well as high explosive shells. It was this shelling 

which claimed the life of the battalion commanding officer, even before the battle proper had 

begun. In a terribly British way the diary adds that at 4am on the 13th November: 

“Hot cocoa served to all the men – greatcoats rolled in bundles and dumped at Victoria 

Street”. 

The entry for 5-45 on November 13th shows how the attack began: 

“Battalion advanced in waves as per operational order 35A following Howe Battalion. 

Considerable casualties were incurred in no man’s land and near the 1st and 2nd 

German trenches on the right”. 

Some men of Anson Battalion actually reached their objective of the German 3rd line of 

trenches by 9 am but were hit by heavy machine gun fire, causing many more casualties. 

Unfortunately the men who had reached these trenches were now finding that they were filled 

with deep and impenetrable mud, ‘...in which a man could get completely stuck’. 

At 11-55am on November 13th the few Anson men who had got to the German lines were 

subjected to a heavy barrage and were forced to retire to the German second line trenches. 

When the Anson Battalion was taken out of the line after the Battle of the Ancre a roll call 

was taken and the strength of the battalion was noted as being 2 officers and 81 other ranks. 

They were supplemented by reinforcements of 80 other ranks, but it was clear that the 

battalion had been decimated by the effects of heavy shelling and then machine gun fire 

during their attempts to take the German 3rd line of trenches. 

On November 21st 1916 The Times ran an article about the Battle of the Ancre, headlining it: 

‘General Haigh’s fine success.’ It went on to say that: 

“No troops did more gallantly in the recent victorious fighting than the men of the 

Royal Naval Division. To them fell not only Beaumont Hamel itself but on the first day 

all that immensely strong section of the German front line from below Beaumont Hamel 

to Ancre”. 

Sadly, at some stage during the attack on the German trenches of Sub Lieutenant Owen 

Jardine Hobbs was fatally wounded. Owen Hobbs was shown as ‘Missing in Action’ after the 

Battle of the Ancre on November 13th 1916. The casualty record for the Anson Battalion of 

the Royal Naval Division shows that Owen Hobbs’ body was discovered by a salvage team 

and buried on November 15th 1916. The war diary for the Anson Battalion records the lists of 

missing officers on November 13th 1916. It shows 7 officers killed, 8 wounded and 3 missing, 

with 2 listed as having shell shock. The name of Sub Lieutenant Hobbs was listed in the 

missing column. The total casualties recorded by the Anson Battalion since November 12th 

were 22 officers and 300 men. 



In his will shown in probate records Owen Jardine Hobbs is shown as living at Innisfallen, 

Green Lane East Dulwich, which was probably the address of his wife Maud. She was the 

beneficiary of his will to the tune of £216. 15s. Sadly, Maud Emily Hobbs was to die young 

herself on August 26th 1926. She never married again. 

 

The monument to the Royal Naval Division  in Beaucourt village, 

When the Royal Naval Division Memorial Committee was seeking to put a monument in 

place in 1921, Lord Rothermere offered to provide funding, as his son, Lieutenant the 

Honourable Vere Harmsworth had been killed in the Battle of the Ancre. He is buried in 

Ancre British Cemetery. With the help of this funding, the memorial was unveiled on the 

12th of November 1922. The monument to the Royal Naval Division is in Beaucourt village, 

elevated above the entrenched road through the village. It was erected in the 1920s. The 

monument is a white obelisk, which shows beautifully against a blue sky, and a plaque. The 

obligatory text runs: In memory of the officers and men of the Royal Naval Division who fell 

at the battle of the Ancre, November 13th-14th November 1916. 

In 1925, on Thursday 13th November, [the anniversary of the Battle of The Ancre], the Royal 

Naval Division Memorial was unveiled at Horse Guards Parade, Westminster. The memorial 

was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens and unveiled by Winston Churchill. A fountain is located 

in south-west corner of the Admiralty Building on Horse Guards Parade. The RND Memorial 

commemorates no fewer than 45,000 casualties sustained by the Royal Naval Division in 

World War I. A ‘Batley Lad’, Owen Jardine Hobbs, is one of those commemorated there. His 

name also appears on the cenotaph in Southampton City Centre and also on the memorial 

tablet at Chelmsford Grammar School. 

Owen Jardine Hobbs was buried at the Ancre British Cemetery in Beaumont Hamel in 

France. 



 

Ancre British Cemetery in Beaumont Hamel. 

 

 


