
Second Lieutenant John Herbert Blackburn (1895 -1917). 

9th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

‘In Flanders Fields’ : John McCrae, who died of pneumomia in January 1918. 

 

John Herbert Blackburn was born in Batley on June 22nd 1895.  J. H. Blackburn was shown in 

the school magazine roll of honour as having joined the school in autumn 1904. His father 

was John Sheard Blackburn, a wealthy mill owner in the shoddy trade. His mother was 

Emma Blackburn nee Wilson. 



Emma Wilson was born on 23 March 1872 at Birstall. (Her Place of birth is given as Batley 

in some censuses but as Birstall in 1891 and 1901). She was the daughter of Edwin Wilson 

and Martha Jane Fox. She was baptized on June 23rd 1872 at Batley. In the census of April 3rd 

1881 she was listed as a scholar aged 9, the granddaughter of Rachel Shackleton. In the 

census of 5 April 1891 she was listed as aged 19, living on her own means the sister of 

Herbert Wilson 

Emma Wilson married John Sheard Blackburn, son of John William Blackburn and Eliza 

Rebecca Sheard, in 1894. By 1901 they were a family of two daughters and a son, John 

Herbert, living with two domestic servants. In the census of 31 March 1901 Emma and John 

Sheard Blackburn were listed as living at Ivy Dene, near Timothy Lane, Batley. 

The 1891 census shows that John Herbert Blackburn’s father was living in ‘Lamplands’, also 

in Upper Batley before settling down with his wife Emma nearby. The family had one other 

child, a daughter, living with them as well as a servant. The census shows that John Sheard 

Blackburn’s family was actually living next door to the Hanstock family, the architects, 

whose son John Walter, was one of the last casualties of the war in October 1918.  

The Blackburn family were prominent members of the Batley community. J H Blackburn’s 

grandfather had been Mayor of Batley and the family owned one of the largest mills in the 

area. 

Although being at Batley Grammar School for some part of the early twentieth century, by  

1911  John Herbert Blackburn had moved to Giggleswick School and is shown on the school 

census roll there for 1911. After leaving Giggleswick he was employed by in the family 

business at Batley Old Mill. 

 

The Roll of Honour at Giggleswick School which also bears John Blackburn’s name. 

J H Blackburn joined the army fairly soon after the war broke out and was commissioned into 

the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI). His medal roll reads that he was in 4th 

Battalion KOYLI. His file at the National Archive shows that he had joined the 4th Battalion 

at Wakefield on February 6th 1915. He was however to join the 9th Battalion  of the KOYLI’s 



for service at the front. The 9th Battalion KOYLI was formed at Pontefract in September 1914 

and attached to the 64th Brigade in the 21st Division. 

John Blackburn was attested on February 2nd 1915. He recorded his date of birth as June 22nd 

1895 and his form shows us that he was a tall man for the times, standing at 5’10”. To the 

question of which school he had attended the answer was Giggleswick School, Settle, so 

there was no mention of his short stint at Batley Grammar School. 

A note on his personal file shows that it was not long before he was granted his commission, 

which was notified to him on February 18th 1915. 

The 9th battalion moved to Berkhamsted and then to Halton Park (Tring) in October 1914, 

going on to billets in Maidenhead in November.  They returned to Halton Park in April 1915 

and went on to Witley in August. In August 1915 the battalion landed in France. Lieutenant 

Blackburn had spent a long time as a musketry officer by this time. Shortly after beginning 

his tour in France he was wounded in the knee and shoulder. The wounds were not serious 

and after recovery he was engaged for a time on home duty. 

An examination of the war diary entry for 9th KOYLI  does not show that J H Blackburn was 

wounded on  August 29th . However the wound led him to return to England and he was then 

the subject of medical boards, as were all wounded soldiers of the time. The first board was 

held at Caxton Hall in London on September 14th. 

The date of his wounds was now given as being inflicted on August 29th 1916, at Thiepval. 

The board found that he had suffered: 

“1). A shrapnel wound in the scapular region, left. Superficial and healed. 

 2). A superficial wound in the internal aspect of the left knee joint. Not permanent”.  

John Blackburn underwent two further medical boards whilst at home in Yorkshire. The first 

was held at Leeds Infirmary on October 12th 1916. He was attached to the 4th Battalion of the 

KOYLI’s when he undertook a third medical board at Clipstone camp in Mansfield on 

November 10th 1916. This showed that he had been hit by shrapnel, which caused the 

wounds.. As he was still in slight pain and though improving, the wound still ached, he was 

given a further one month of home leave by the board. 

Lieutenant John Blackburn is mentioned in the 9th Battalion war diary on January 8th 1917, as 

returning to the battalion and being placed on the battalion strength. The first page of the war 

diary here shows that the battalion were sent to the trenches at Roclincourt in mid August, 

taking over from the East Yorkshire Regiment.  

It was on January 8th 1917 that he returned to the front. He was soon admitted to hospital 

suffering from bronchitis and pleurisy, and initial hopes of recovery were not to be fulfilled.  

Lieutenant John Herbert Blackburn  died on 8 February 1917 in casualty clearing station ten 

at Poepringhe, France aged 21. The cause of his death was recorded as pneumonia. He was 

buried at Lijssenththoek Military Cemetery.  



 

Lieutenant John Herbert Blackburn 

The war diary entry for February 8th 1917, recorded that “Lt J H Blackburn has died at No 

10 CCS (Casualty Clearing Station) from Pneumonia”. No 10 Casualty Clearing Station 

was at Remy Siding, south of Poperinge, near the village of Lijssenthoek.  It was an 

important hospital as it was out of range of the German guns but still fairly close to the front. 

The sidings were named after a farm beside the railway line. The line was built to carry 

supplies up to the front in the Ypres Salient and the wounded back to the CCS.  

The Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) was part of the casualty evacuation chain, further back 

from the front line than the Aid Posts and Field Ambulances. It was manned by troops of the 

Royal Army Medical Corps, with attached Royal Engineers and men of the Army Service 

Corps. The job of the CCS was only to treat a man sufficiently for his return to duty or, in 

most cases, to enable him to be taken to a Base Hospital. It was not a place for a long-term 

stay. 

CCS's were generally located on or near railway lines, to facilitate movement of casualties 

from the battlefield and on to the hospitals. Although they were quite large, CCS's moved 

quite frequently, especially in the wake of the great German attacks in the spring of 1918 and 

the victorious Allied advance in the summer and autumn of that year. Many CCS moved into 

Belgium and Germany with the army of occupation in 1919 too. The locations of wartime 

CCSs can often be identified today from the cluster of military cemeteries that surrounded 

them. 

During the First World War, the village of Lijssenthoek was situated on the main 

communication line between the Allied military bases in the rear and the Ypres battlefields. 

Close to the Front, but out of the extreme range of most German field artillery, it became a 

natural place to establish casualty clearing stations.  

The cemetery was first used by the French 15th Hopital D' Evacuation and in June 1915, it 

began to be used by casualty clearing stations of the Commonwealth forces. From April to 



August 1918, the casualty clearing stations fell back before the German advance and field 

ambulances (including a French ambulance) took their places. The cemetery nearby contains 

9,901 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and 883 war graves of other 

nationalities, mostly French and German. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald 

Blomfield.  

The medal roll shows that J H Blackburn entered the western front theatre of war on August 

15th 1916, seemingly two weeks before he was wounded. The date of death on the medal roll 

shows February 7th 1917, but on the official war diary the date is February 8th. Possibly the 

regiment were notified on 8th and this is the confusion in dates. The next of kin details for 

Blackburn were given as his father J S Blackburn, who by the time of his son’s death had 

moved to Harrogate. The address given was ‘Bycroft’, off Leadhall Lane in Harrogate.  John 

Herbert Blackburn’s father died in 1949 in Harrogate leaving £100,000 to J H Blackburn’s 

sister Joyce, who had never married.  

The probate register for John Herbert Blackburn shows the date of death as February 8th  

1917, but as being in France. He actually died in Belgium. His address was given as Ivy 

Dene, Batley and so it probably was still his family home at the time, even though his father 

had moved to Harrogate by then.  John Herbert Blackburn left £1012 and 11s. to his father, 

noted as a ‘shoddy manufacturer. 

His name is commemorated on both Batley and Giggleswick School’s Roll of Honour, and he 

is also remembered on the memorial to the fallen in Batley Town Centre. The headstone at 

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery bears the words “Only son of John and Emma Blackburn 

of Batley, Yorkshire”. 



 

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery 


