
Lance Corporal Horace Kingsley Stedeford (1893- 1916) 

1st/16th Battalion The London Regiment, (The Queen’s 

Westminster Rifles.) 

‘O valiant hearts who to your glory came 
Through dust of conflict and through battle flame; 

Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue proved, 
Your memory hallowed in the land you loved.’ 

Sir John Stanhope Arkwright. 

 

Horace Kingsley Stedeford was born a long way from the town of Batley, in Weston Super 

Mare, Somerset, on June 14th 1893. Horace’s father was John Britton Stedeford, who was 

very prominent in the United Reformed Church nationally. It seemed that John Britton 

Stedeford was not originally destined for the church as when he was fourteen years old he 

lived with his father William, a tailor in St George, Gloucestershire and his own occupation 

was said to be a tailor.  



John Britton Stedeford was born in Bristol in 1857. He was converted through the ministry of 

John Dymond and entered the Bible Christian Ministry in 1878. In 1881 John Britton 

Stedeford was a bible student attached to the King Street Church in Stoke Damarel, 

Plymouth. Bessie, his wife, was born in Stoke Damarel, and in 1881 was living at 

Haddington Road Stoke Damarel, which is no doubt why they met and married in 1884. 

In the 1891 Census John Stedeford was a Minister on the Isle of Wight and was living at 

Weston Villa in Shanklin. According to the 1901 Census the Stedeford family were living in 

Lewisham, London, with their six children. In between 1891 and 1901 John Stedeford must 

have had a living in Weston Super Mare, as Horace was born there in 1893. The two 

youngest children had been born in Lewisham, London, but an older brother had been born in 

the Isle of Wight, showing the nomadic nature of a minister’s life at the time.  

By 1901 the Stedeford family had moved again, this time to Lewisham. The census of that 

year finds John Stedeford and his wife Bessie living there with their six children and soon to 

be seven, when Frank was born later in 1901. The address the Stedeford family lived at in 

Lewisham was 7 Hurstbourne Road, which still exists today. 

John Britton Stedeford was an important figure in the late Victorian and Edwardian church 

scene. He was President of the Bible Christian Conference in 1906 and of the United 

Methodist Church in 1915. A letter in the church magazine spoke of John Britton Stedeford 

in glowing terms, when he was elected President of the United Reform Church in 1906.  

MR. RUDDLE'S LETTERS TO SIR SAMUEL WAY 

"I was very glad indeed that John Britton Stedeford was elected President. He is a 

thorough student, having quite a fair knowledge of Greek and Hebrew, an accurate 

acquaintance with German, and even a slight knowledge of Arabic. He is, moreover, 

gentlemanly, modest and devout; and in private life courteous, kindly and strictly 

honourable. He never advertises himself or his work. It does us credit to put such a man 

in the chair immediately before uniting with two kindred Christian Churches.” 

The Census returns for 1911 shows that John and Bessie had had 7 children by that year, four 

of whom were living with them in Batley. The family had moved again, by 1909 at least, as 

Horace Kingsley Stedeford enrolled at Batley Grammar School as a sixteen year old in the 

autumn term of 1909. In the 1911 Census he was a 17 year old and still at school. The 1911 

Census showed Horace living at 78 Taylor Street Batley, which still exists. The house was 

the ‘Manse’ for vicars of the church at that time.   

By June of 1911 Horace K. Stedeford had matriculated at Batley Grammar School and went 

on to London University. Horace would probably have become a career civil servant had the 

war not taken place. The London Gazette of May 2nd 1913 announced his success in open 

competition exams for the ‘Second Division’ of the civil service. A year later the Edinburgh 

Gazette of May 8th 1914 announced that he was to be transferred to the Colonial Office for 

Temporary Duty. This helps to explain why he joined the London Regiment in November of 



1915. As he was in London at the time this would have been natural to do rather than join a 

Yorkshire Regiment. 

As his father was a minister in the United Reform Church Horace had lived in several places, 

being born in Weston Super Mare and thus may not have had much affinity with Batley and 

Yorkshire at all, where his father was a Minister by about  1909. It is likely that he left 

London University prior to graduating in order to join the civil service in 1913, as he is not 

on the roll of that university’s fallen, and also that may explain why he was not a 

commissioned officer. The full history of Horace Kingsley Stedeford was included in de 

Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour, which was published after the First World War. Several Old 

Batelians are featured in its pages, but there is no real explanation as to why they are there 

and others not. Horace Waller, for example, the winner of the Victoria Cross, is not included 

in de Ruvigny’s. 

 

As de Ruvigny’s notes, Harold Kingsley Stedeford joined the London Regiment on 

November 13th 1915. Interestingly, his brother, with the same name as his father, John 

Britton Stedeford, served as a Corporal in the Royal Engineers at the end of 1915, but was 

soon discharged after only two months, probably through injuries received. 

Horace Stedeford was given leave in April of 1916 in order to marry May Hirst, who had 

been a neighbour of his in Taylor Street, Batley, living at number 105. Though he is a soldier 

at this time, Horace’s profession is listed as ‘civil servant’ on the marriage register, even 

though his address is shown as Hazleydown Camp Winchester. 

The London Regiment, which Horace Stedeford joined in 1915 was a Territorial Army 

regiment in the British Army. It was first formed in 1908 in order to make regiments for the 

various Volunteer Force battalions in the newly formed County of London, each battalion 

having a distinctive uniform. The Volunteer Force was merged with the Yeomanry in 1908 to 



form the Territorial Force. This resulted from the impending insolvency of the Volunteer 

Force's voluntary civilian administration. The administration was taken over by the War 

Office, and most volunteer units lost their unique identities, becoming territorial battalions of 

their regular army county regiment. The London corps was a notable exception, being 

grouped to form their own regiment, each retaining a measure of its original identity, and 

independent of any regular army regiment.  

In August 1914 the 1/16th (County of London) Battalion (Queen's Westminster Rifles) were 

based at 58 Buckingham Gate. This was the Drill Hall for the London Scottish Regiment 

amongst others at the time, and it was also the hall where the Board of Trade Enquiry into the 

sinking of RMS Titanic was held just three years earlier. Horace would probably have 

attended the drill hall to enlist in the London Regiment. 

The London Regiment were part of the 4th London Brigade, 2nd London Division. They 

were mobilised and moved to the Hemel Hempstead area, being billeted in Leverstock Green 

in the late summer and early autumn of 1914, where they are commemorated with a stained 

glass window in the local church.  

The stained glass window in Holy Trinity Church Leverstock Green, commemorates the men 

of the Queen's Westminster Rifles (QWR) stationed at Leverstock Green in 1914. This 

window was given by the men of the QWR to Holy Trinity Church in gratitude for the 

hospitality and kindness shown them by the people of the village during the 1914~1918 war. 

It shows St. George in one panel and St. Lois of France in the other, with the arms of the City 

of Westminster above. There was a similar window in Westminster Abbey, which was 

unfortunately destroyed during the Second World War. ‘Wells Farm’ and ‘Bunkers Farm’ 

where the regiment were billeted, can still be seen when driving along the Bedmond Road to 

Hemel Hempstead. 

The regiment went to France on the 3rd of November 1914, landing at Le Havre to join the 

18th Brigade, 6th Division. On the 10th of February 1916 they transferred to the newly 

reformed 169th Brigade, 56th (London) Division which concentrated in the Hallencourt area. 

In 1916 they were in action on The Somme taking part in the diversionary attack at 

Gommecourt on the 1st of July. Horace Stedeford would have been with the regiment after 

July 1916. Cedric Charles Dickens, the grandson of Charles Dickens, was a Major in the 

London Regiment and was killed in 1916. 

In 1917 they were in action during The German retreat to the Hindenburg Line and the 

Battles of Arras in April, it was during the Battle of Arras that Horace Stedeford was killed, 

on April 14th 1917. 

The battalion war diary for the Queen’s Westminster Rifles in April 1917 shows that the 

battalion were ordered to move to trenches near the German Hindenburg Line on April 11th. 

The intention was that the battalion would attack the German lines at Wancourt Tower Ridge 

on April 13th 1917, but this attack was postponed by the issuing of a ‘Warning Order’ at 

10am on that day. The attack was then scheduled to take place on the following day, April 

14th. 1917. The war diary notes: 



“The men were also entirely whacked and there was no time or possibility of any proper 

explanation to them of their objectives – or of more than mere organisation of the 

advance to the attack and the objective, which no one had ever seen.” 

The Lieutenant Colonel in charge of the battalion was writing the war diary at this juncture in 

time and was clearly unhappy about the organisation of the attack and the physical state of his 

men and was not slow to show his disdain in the official record. 

The subsequent attack was to have two objectives in fact. Firstly to establish a position on the 

ridge west of the village of Cherisey. Secondly, the capture and consolidation of the village 

of Cherisey itself. The diarist records: 

“After about one hour’s sleep in the 24 for the last three days the battalion proceeded to 

its task”. 

The Westminsters seemingly knew nothing of the positions of the enemy they were facing, 

neither did they know the strength of the enemy artillery against them, though the diary notes: 

“... during the last few days he had been showing a much stronger resistance than at any 

period since his withdrawal from the Corps front.” 

It is fairly clear from the contemporaneous note written by the battalion adjutant that the 

Queen’s Westminster Rifles went into the attack on the Hindenburg Line on April 14th 1917, 

ill prepared in terms of intelligence and poorly rested in terms of the health of their troops. 

The diary notes that at Zero Hour on April 14th 1917 the battalion advanced to the attack: 

“...each wave advancing in two lines of men extended at 6 paces intervals and two 

hundred yards distance. It was a beautiful morning and quite light with the remains of 

the moon to help the dawning day” 

The commanding officer of the 16th Battalion goes on to lament that the Germans had started 

an attack in the same area a little earlier than his men had attacked and that the barrage of the 

German artillery was more effective than that of the Royal Artillery, failing to keep down the 

heads of the German machine gunners. The battalion went into the attack with 497 men of all 

ranks on April 14th 1917. At about 9 am a large body of German troops were seen on the 

Wancourt Ridge, which the 16th Westminsters were themselves attacking. The Commanding 

officer noted that: 

“Heavy machine gun fire was also opened up from front and from both flanks and the 

advance was held up – the casualties from machine gun fire being severe. It was this 

machine gun fire and not the enemy barrage which caused nearly all our casualties”. 

Communication with the forward troops was poor and an attempt to reinforce them during the 

darkness hours of April 14th failed  because the guides sent to escort the reinforcements to the 

front line trenches themselves lost their way. After the disastrous attack of the 1th April 1917 

the 16th Westminsters were taken out of the line to regroup at Neuville Vitasse. Their roll call 

showed that of the 497 officers and men who went into the attack that day, only seven 

officers and two hundred and eighteen other ranks were left. 



Horace Kingsley Stedeford was one of the casualties of that attack, probably cut down by the 

machine gun fire of the enemy as he attacked their positions. The commanding officer of the 

16th QWR’s continued in his criticism of the organisation of the attack and wrote in the war 

diary: 

“But this whole incident is another instance showing the importance of Battalion 

Headquarters not being moved from its battle position until for good or for ill the 

position in front is definitely and fully cleared up” 

As the entry in de Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour noted, Horace Stedeford’s commanding officer 

wrote that: ‘It was a terrible night, it seemed to rain shells and our casualties were 

sickening, but your son was calm and collected and showed no signs of fear. During part 

of the time Stedeford and I were taking cover in the same shell hole and he spoke to me 

in the same cool and matter of fact tones as if going over the top were an accepted part 

of our everyday life”. 

It may well be that such casualties as recorded by the London Regiment on this day set the 

scene for the mooted reception the troops of the battalion were to give the armistice a year 

and seven months  later. On November 11th 1918 the war diary reports: 

“November 11th Armistice signed at 1100 hours. Complete lack of demonstration on the 

part of the men, who carried on just as if they were in rest billets. Inhabitants observed 

in several instances digging up money, clothes etc. out of their gardens”. 

Horace Kingsley Stedeford did not live to see the reaction of his colleagues in the battalion to 

the armistice, nor the reaction of the French civilians. He is buried in Bootham Cemetery 

Heninel, France. 

Heninel is a village in the Department of the Pas-de-Calais, 10 kilometres south-east of Arras 

and 3 kilometres south of the straight main road from Arras to Cambrai. Bootham Cemetery 

is a long row of graves, nearly 2 kilometres east of Heninel on the south side of the road to 

Cherisy.  This was the village the Westminsters were to take during the attack. Bootham 

Cemetery was named from a trench, which in turn was named from Bootham School in 

Yorkshire. It was made in April 1917 by the 56th Division Burial Officer. Horace Kingsley 

Stedeford is one of one hundred and eighty six soldiers from the United Kingdom buried 

there. 

Despite living in London at the time of his enlistment Horace Stedeford’s name can be found 

on the war memorial in the town centre of Batley. 

 



 

Bootham Cemetery near Heninel, France. 

 

 

 


