
Lance Corporal Ernest Broadhead (1896-1917). 

7th Battalion The Suffolk Regiment. 

‘I wouldn’t mind if I only knowed 

The spot where they’d laid my lad; 

If I could see where they’d buried ‘im, 

It wouldn’t be arf so bad. 

But they do say some’s not buried at all, 

Left to the maggots and flies, 

Rottin’ out there in that no man’s land, 

Just where they falls – they lies.’ 

 
G.A. Studdert Kennedy (‘Woodbine Willy’) :  ‘I know not where they laid him’. 

 

 

The Arras Memorial 

Ernest Broadhead was the son of Tom and Annie Broadhead and was born at Dewsbury 

Moor on July 29th 1896. Ernest’s father at the time of his birth was a chartered accountant. 

Ernest went to Batley Grammar School in the autumn term of 1908.  

In 1891 the Broadhead family were living in Hanover Street in Dewsbury. Tom was 24 and 

as yet unmarried. His father was a blanket maker. Two of his sisters were weavers and a 

brother worked as a solicitor’s clerk. Tom was already working as an accountant.  

In the 1901 census the family were shown to be living at Number 2 Ashworth Road 

Dewsbury. By 1911 Ernest’s father had died and the family were living at 12 Boothroyd 

Lane, Dewsbury. Ernest Broadhead was shown as being at the school at this time. His brother 

Harry was an assistant to a milk vendor.  



Ernest was one of the first to join the colours at the outbreak of the First World War. He was 

probably one of the youngest, at least if the young men who lied about their age are 

discounted. We know about his joining the army from a letter he wrote to the school, 

included in the magazine in 1914. Otherwise, his enlistment papers do not survive. Ernest 

joined the 20th Battalion of the Hussars at first, but then transferred to the 7th Battalion of the 

Suffolk Regiment. 

On page 28 of the school magazine for December 1914 Ernest Broadhead’s letter from 

Colchester related his routine with the Hussars: 

“It is now nearly 8 weeks since I enlisted and I am going on very well. Up to now it has 

been mostly foot drill and exercising the horses, but I have been to riding school today 

for the first time. We have to start with the wooden horse first so there is not much 

danger of being kicked off. We are still in tents, some with 16 men in them. Hearl 

Heaton is in our tent.”  

Although Ernest’s records do not now exist and his medal card record does not mention his 

service with the Hussars it is probable that he would have been with the 20th Hussars at the 

time. Only the 20th Hussars were billeted at Colchester at this time in terms of Dragoon 

Guards. The Roll of Honour published in the December 1917 issue of the magazine also 

states that Hearl Heaton, who had been two years ahead of Ernest at school, was in the 

Dragoon Guards. Hearl Heaton was from the manufacturing family based at Crown Works, 

Liversedge, making parts and machines for the textile industry. He survived the war 

 

 

The 20th Hussars were part of the 5th Cavalry Brigade and were one of the first units to go to 

France in August 1914. It is possible that because he was so young and probably untrained 

Ernest Broadhead missed the embarkation for France. It is not known why he then joined the 

Suffolk regiment, but he was already based in East Anglia and so this would probably have 

been a reasonable transfer for him. 



The 7th (Service) Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment was formed at Bury St Edmunds in 

August 1914 as part of Kitchener’s first tranche of new army battalions. It came under the 

command of 35th Brigade. Ernest Broadhead would have followed the first embarkation at a 

later stage, as his medal card tells us that he went to France on June 29th 1915. 

Final training for the Suffolks was undertaken near Aldershot from the 20th of February 

1915, with the cavalry, motor machine gun battery, sanitary and veterinary sections joining. 

The battalion itself went to France on the 30th of May 1915 landing at Boulogne,  

By September the Suffolks were in action in The Battle of Loos taking over the sector from 

Gun Trench to Hulluch Quarries consolidating the position, under heavy artillery fire. On the 

8th September 1915 they repelled a heavy German infantry attack and on the 13th September 

took part in the ‘Action of the Hohenzollern Redoubt’, capturing Gun Trench and the south 

western face of the Hulluch Quarries.  Ernest Broadhead would have seen some heavy 

fighting with the 7th Suffolks almost from the time he landed in France. 

The 7th Suffolks moved north and in 1917 were in action at Arras in The First Battle of the 

Scarpe, The War Diary records the following activities in April of 1917: 

 

“25 April 1917 - Moved to railway Triangle at 4.15am. Took over from 17th Division 
and took over front line in the evening. Details in Arras. Left Railway Triangle at 
8.30pm and went into support. Relieved West Yorkshire Regiment, 17th Division. 

26 April 1917 - Remained in support. Fairly quiet.  

27 April 1917 - Remained in support. Fairly quiet.  

28 April 1917 - Brigade attacked lines in front of Pelves, Norfolks right, Berks. left. 
Suffolks to pass through Berks and capture objective. Zero was at 4.28am. 
Battalion left sunken road just behind front line at 4.45 am in artillery formation. 
Heavy barrage and machine gun fire and attack failed, unable to advance beyond 
Bayonet and Rifle Trenches. 

29 April 1917 - Battalion withdrawn to sunken road in support”. 

On April 28th 1917 the 7th Suffolks attacked the German held ‘Bayonet’ and ‘Rifle’ Trenches 

in front of their positions at Hulluch. The main attack was to be made by the 5th Battalion, 

Royal Berkshire Regiment with the Suffolks taking over once the first objective had been 

taken.  

The attack commenced at 4.25am on April 28th 1917 with the Berkshire Regiment capturing 

the Bayonet Trench and 150 yards of the Rifle Trench without much difficulty. As the 

Suffolks tried to pass through at 5.05am it met heavy machine gun fire from Rœux and was 

unable to continue to its objectives. Heavy casualties were taken consolidating the positions 

gained and attempting to take the rest of Rifle Trench. Heavy barrages and machine gun fire 

faced all of the regiments as they attacked and consequently the attack failed, no battalion 

was able to advance beyond the Bayonet and Rifle Trenches.  



Lance Corporal Ernest Broadhead was part of the attack on the German trenches on April 28th 

1917 and was killed on that day. We cannot know how he died as no records mention his 

death, however, many of the members of his battalion died in the hail of German machine 

gun fire that the Suffolks met as they advanced. Many memorials for the Suffolk Regiment 

carry the date of April 28th  1917 as the date of death for men of the regiment and therefore 

the fighting which they were involved in must have been intense. The body of Ernest 

Broadhead was never found and his name is commemorated on the Arras Memorial. The 

name Ernest Broadhead can also be found on the panels of the War memorial in Dewsbury. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


