
Private Archibald Edward Jones (1884-1917) 

6th Battalion. The Leicester Regiment. 

‘Far and near and low and louder 

On the roads of earth go by, 
Dear to friends and food for powder, 

Soldiers marching, all to die. 
 

East and west on fields forgotten 
Bleach the bones of comrades slain, 

Lovely lads and dead and rotten; 
None that go return again.’ 

 
A.E. Housman:  ‘The Shropshire Lad’. 

 

Archibald Jones was born in Shipley, Yorkshire, in 1884. He was baptised there on the last 

day of December in that year. His father was Edward Jones, who was a miner by profession 

when he featured in the 1861 census. The census shows that Edward was living in Wales at 

that time. 

Although Archibald was born in Shipley in 1884, it was not long before the family move to 

Heckmondwike, where Edward, his father, became the vicar of that parish. Edward had been 



a clergyman for some years after his stint in the South Wales mines. His stipends included 

Shipston on Stour. The 1871 census shows that he was living in lodgings in Shipston on 

Stour.  

It was around this time that Edward signed a letter addressed to the church hierarchy 

protesting the ‘Hebbert v Purchas’ decision of the Privvy Council in 1870.  Hebbert v 

Purchas was a landmark decision by the Privvy Council to restrict the use of certain 

sacraments and vestments during communion. Archibald’s father was one of many 

traditionalist vicars who wanted the more elaborate ’catholic’ type communion to be retained 

and several other clergy signed the letter, predicting that the Church of England would be 

relegated to a sect as a result of the decision.  

The Purchas Judgment Decision by the Privy Council in 1871 ruled that the Eastward 

Position, the Mixed Chalice, wafer bread, and Eucharistic Vestments were illegal in the 

Church of England. It was ignored throughout England by ritualist priests as being unbinding 

because of its secular source. It was named for the Reverend John Purchas (1823-1872), vicar 

of St. James's Church, Brighton, who was accused and tried on account of his practising these 

‘controverted usages’ in his parish. The Purchas Judgment was a precursor of the Public 

Worship Regulation Act of 1874.  

In the 1901 census the family were still living at the vicarage in Heckmondwike and 

Archibald Jones was shown as being a ‘sch’, short for being a scholar of course. Interestingly 

the Roll of Honour published in the school magazine of December 1917 shows that A. E. 

Jones of the Leicester Regiment started at the school in the autumn term of 1908. However, 

this is a mistake as at that time he would have been some twenty four years old. By that time 

anyway he was already at Oxford University, having matriculated from Batley Grammar 

School and with the help of some private tuition it seems. 

He matriculated in 1904 as a Commoner, read for Pass Moderations, and then for the Final 

Honours School of Modern History, in which he obtained a Fourth Class in 1907, taking his 

B.A. Degree at the same time. 

By the 1911 census the family have moved to the village of Shawell in Rugby, where Edward 

had taken up the role of vicar to the parish. Archibald was shown as twenty six years of age at 

this time and was working as a journalist. Mary Gardiner, the servant, has been joined by an 

additional servant here. It is not stipulated where Archibald was working as a journalist, prior 

to joining the Leicester Regiment. 

The service record of Archibald Edward Jones is one of the few to still exist from the sixty 

two men on the school roll of honour. From his attestation papers we know that he joined the 

6th Battalion of the Leicester Regiment on 8th December 1915.  However, Archibald was 

originally posted to the 7th Battalion of the Leicester Regiment. He went to France on July 

21st 1916, via Folkestone. His record shows that within a month of arriving in France he had 

been transferred to the 6th Battalion. 



We know from his attestation papers that Archibald was 31 years and three months of age 

when he enlisted. He was 5’7 1/4” tall. He gave his mother as next of kin, Catherine Jones of 

the Rectory Shawell near Rugby. 

The ‘Childers Reforms’ of 1881 created multi-battalion regiments. Each regiment had a 

designated regimental district and also incorporated the local militia and rifle volunteers. 

Regiments of foot were no longer to have numbers, but were to bear a territorial title. The 

Leicestershire Regiment was accordingly formed on July 1st 1881. The regimental depot was 

at Glen Parva. 

The 6th Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment was raised at Leicester in August 1914 as part of 

Kitchener's First New Army and joined 9th (Scottish) Division as Divisional Troops. In April 

1915 they transferred to 110th Brigade, 37th Division and they landed in France on 29th of 

July 1915 the Division concentrating near Tilques. On the 7th of July 1916 they transferred 

with 110th Brigade to 21st Division. They were in action in the Battles of The Somme, 

including The Battle of Morval in which the Division captured Geudecourt.  

Archibald Jones joined the 6th Battalion of the Leicester Regiment on 8th December 1915, but 

the Regiment had been in France for some months by then. He spent some time in England 

before going to France in July 1916. Private Jones is another soldier featured in de Ruvigny’s 

Roll of Honour, perhaps because of his connection to the clergy. The entry in de Ruvigny’s 

gives details of his academic career and the story of his death: 

“Archibald Edward Jones was born at Shipley, Yorkshire, on September 14, 1884. He 

was the son of the Reverend Edward Enoch Jones, B.A., sometime Rector of Shawell, 

Rugby. He received his education at Batley Grammar School for four years, and 

afterwards by private tuition.  

He matriculated in 1904 as a Commoner, read for Pass Moderations, and then for the 

Final Honour School of Modern History, in which he obtained a Fourth Class in 1907, 

taking his B.A. Degree at the same date 

As soon as War broke out he volunteered for service but was rejected for defective 

eyesight. Having been rejected again for the Royal Army Medical Corps for the same 

reason, he obtained his wish to serve in March 1916 by being accepted for The 

Leicestershire Regiment.  

He was killed on June 5, 1917, by shrapnel while digging a trench behind the lines near 

Boyelles on the Somme.”  

Archibald Jones’ service papers bear the words ‘KILLED IN ACTION’ as a last entry on 

June 6th 1917, showing that he had been killed the day before. No details are shown as to how 

he met his death, but the entry in de Ruvigny’s is fairly clear that he died from shrapnel 

whilst on a working party behind the lines, near the village of Boyelles. 

Boyelles was taken by the 7th Division on 19 March 1917, but it was in German hands for 

five months from March 1918. The cemetery extension was used between the end of March 



1917 and March 1918, and again in the following August and September. Many of the graves 

are of the 21st, 33rd and 56th London Divisions. Boyelles Communal Cemetery contains 142 

Commonwealth burials of the First World War, five of which are unidentified. There are also 

four German war graves. The extension was designed by the architect W. H. Cowlishaw, 

who designed several cemeteries in France and Belgium for the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission. He was a prominent exponent of the arts and crafts movement. 

The Commonwealth War Grave Headstone in Boyelles Cemetery for Archibald Jones bears 

the words: ‘What are we that we should honour or pity such as thee’. 

As well as his name being commemorated by the Roll of Honour at Batley Grammar School, 

Archibald Jones is remembered on the Roll of the sons and daughters of the Anglican Church 

clergy who have given their lives in conflict throughout the world. He features in de 

Ruvigny’s and the name of Archibald Jones is mentioned on the Queens College Oxford Roll 

of Honour. 

 

 

Boyelles Communal Cemetery 


