
Private Joseph Boothroyd (1892 -1917) 

2/5th Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

‘Here dead we lie because we did not choose 
To live and shame the land from which we sprung. 

Life, to be sure, is nothing much to lose; 
But young men think it is, and we were young’. 

 
A.E. Housman. 

 

Joseph Boothroyd was born in Birstall on January 5th 1888. His parents were Walter and 

Harriet Boothroyd. Walter was a cabinet maker at this time. In his youth, in 1881 he had been 

a carter, but as his brother and father were both cabinet makers he moved into that trade.  

In 1891 the family were living at No 11 Bradford Road in Batley. By 1901 the family were 

doing well and had moved around the corner into a larger house at 49 Carlinghow Lane, 

Batley. In the 1901 census Joseph was shown to be working as a Colliery Clerk, and as he 

was only 13 years old at the time it can be assumed that his stay at Batley Grammar School 



was a short one. The Roll of Honour published in the 1917 edition of the school magazine 

does not actually mention Boothroyd as being a member of the school joining the army. 

By 1911 Walter Boothroyd had taken the licence of the Bolton Hotel in Bolton Road, 

Bradford. By this time the young Joseph Boothroyd had become an electrical engineer.  

It is not known when Joseph joined the army, but he enlisted in Bradford with the 2/5th 

Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment, Prince of Wales’s Own. The regiment was formed 

at York on 28 September 1914 and finally landed at Le Havre in January 1917.  

Joseph Boothroyd’s medal card shows that he died of wounds on September 13th 1917. The 

battalion he was with was ordered into the line to take over from the 7th Battalion West 

Yorkshire Regiment, during the night of 12th to 13th of September 1917. 

The battalion were in the Mory area of France and noted in the war diary  for the 12th of 

September: 

“Situation normal and weather still fine. We are still sending out patrols and consider 

ourselves masters of the alleged ‘no man’s land’. Received letter from Corps and 

Division expressing satisfaction at the result of E.M. Kermode’s fighting patrol”  

It was in fact the 6th Battalion of the regiment who had carried out the raid on the German 

lines on the night of the 11th of September, but as the two battalions were working together in 

the line it seems, then the 5th took some of the praise. On the 13th of September the diary 

records: 

“About 2am the enemy put up a barrage and raided the ‘apex’ occupied by the 2/6 

battalion. The 2/5th lost two killed and 4 wounded. The 2/6th lost 6 killed and 24 

wounded. The enemy left several wounded, unwounded and killed in the hands of the 

2/6th”. 

It is hard to imagine the ferocity of the hand to hand fighting that this episode of the raid on 

the trenches seems to depict. Joseph Boothroyd was one of the casualties sustained by the 

battalion in the raid by the Germans in the early hours of September 13th 1917. 

Joseph Boothroyd is buried in Favreuil British Cemetery. Favreuil village was occupied by 

British troops in March, 1917, lost in March, 1918, and retaken by the 37th and New Zealand 

Divisions on the 25th August. The cemetery was begun in April, 1917, and used until March, 

1918, by fighting units (particularly of the 62nd (West Riding) Division) and Field 

Ambulances. 

Joseph Boothroyd’s headstone bears the words: ‘We mourn quietly yet proudly, beloved 

son and brother’. 
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