
Captain Arthur Francis Melton (1895 – 1917). 

2/6th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. 

‘Cambrai was the first modern battle of the First World War. . .artillery was used as part of an all-arms 
effort. . . the guns were effectively camouflaged . . .this was the warfare of 1918 and of the Blitzkrieg of 

1940. . .The technology and trained troops to use it had not existed in the early part of the war.  For the first 
time since the war began, the church bells rang to mark a victory’. 

 
Walter Reid:  ‘Douglas Haig; Architect of Victory’ (2006). 

 

 

Captain Arthur Francis Melton is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial. 

Arthur Francis Melton was baptised at the Wesleyan Chapel in King Street Drighlington in 

November of 1895. He had been born in Pudsey a year before, on October 27th 1894.The 

inscription on Drighlington’s newly renovated war memorial actually reads ‘F. Melton’ 

which suggests that he went by his second name of  Francis rather than his first. Many of the 

soldiers on the roll seem to have this in common. 

Arthur’s father was John Arthur Melton and he was shown as a young scholar in the 1881 

census. His own father, Thomas, was a Draper in the village at the time, and there were six 

children in the family, with a servant and a member of the shop’s staff living with the Melton 



family then. However, by 1891 John Arthur was himself living in Morley Bottoms  and  at 

the age of 25 was running a chemist’s shop.  

By 1901 the family were living in Wakefield Road Drighlington. Hannah, Arthur Francis 

Melton’s mother was the head of the family as his father had died. Hannah was a music 

teacher. The family seem to have run a draper’s shop as well and lived in a large house in 

Adwalton known as Field House, in King Street, near to the very Wesleyan Chapel that 

Arthur Francis had been baptised in. 

The Roll of Honour published in the school magazine in 1917 shows that Arthur Francis 

Melton joined the school in the spring term of 1909. This would have caused a little 

confusion as another Melton, ‘H’, joined the school at the same time. However, this was not 

Arthur’s older brother as his brother was named George Boothroyd Melton. It seems that 

Arthur did not actually stay long at the school, as by 1911 he had gained employment in a gas 

office. 

The 1911 census shows the family were still living at Field House Adwalton. Arthur Francis 

and his brother lived with their mother Hannah and the family were doing well enough to 

have a servant. Hannah Melton seems to have reverted to the family business of being a 

shopkeeper running a drapery shop.  

Arthur was a member of the Leeds University Officers Corps, which he would have joined 

voluntarily before the war. There is no record of him actually studying at Leeds University, 

but he is on the Roll of Honour of the Officer Training Corps there. In fact his name on the 

Roll of Honour at Leeds comes just above the name of another old boy of the school. John 

Clifford Metcalfe, who actually did attend the university as a medical student. 

Arthur Francis Melton signed his attestation forms to join the army on December 3rd 1915, 

but it was some three months later before he was mobilized, on February 29th 1916. He 

signed his papers at the Bradford Recruiting Office and was initially sent to Oxford to be part 

of the Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry as an officer cadet. His forms upon 

application show that Melton was 5’71/2” tall and that his occupation upon joining the 

colours was a lay preacher. 

At the same time as applying to join the army as a soldier he was signing his application for a 

commission. He applied for this on January 27th 1916. Interestingly on these forms he wrote 

that he was now a ‘student for the ministry’. He answered the form as to where he had been 

educated by saying ‘Grammar School, Batley’. 

The London Gazette of July 1916 shows that Arthur Francis Melton was already a cadet in 

the Officer Training Corps at Leeds University. Arthur Melton was ‘Gazetted’ on 19th July 

1916. His entry states that he was to be promoted from cadet to 2nd Lieutenant on July 14th 

1916. He joined the 2/6th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. 

It is not known when Arthur Melton went to France, but it is known that by November 1916 

he was fighting at Gommecourt, as he was wounded there on November 14th 1916. He was 

transferred from France on the St Denis on November 16th 1916 and was seen by a medical 



board at Millbank in London on November 28th 1916. It was reported that he had sustained 

gunshot wounds to his cheek and to his hip. The board noted: 

“The wounds are healed -  on the X ray screens of his face this day it is reported that a 

small fragment of shell lies under nose, nothing in any other part of face”. 

As a result of his wounds a second medical board was convened at the ‘War Hospital 

Bradford’ on December 27th 1916. This resulted in a further 4 weeks of medical leave being 

granted. It was shown that his cheek had healed by this time and his hip ‘almost so’. 

Arthur Francis Melton was killed in Action on November 27th 1917. By that time he was an 

acting Captain in the 5th Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. He had been 

promoted to the rank on November 1st 1917, his promotion appearing in the London Gazette 

of January 10th 1918. Ironically the promotion announcement also announced that he had 

died since his elevation in rank had been decided. 

 
“2nd Lt. A. F. Melton (since Killed in 

Action) to be actg. Capt. whilst comdg. a 
Co. 1st Nov. 1917. 

His medal record does not tell us much about him, other than he was killed in action on that 

date. ‘The Times’ war reports for the next day, reporting on November 27th’s activities show 

that there was ‘grim fighting’ around the area of  Bourlon Wood on November 27th  1917, 

with hand to hand fighting as the British attacked German lines 

The attack began early in the morning of  November 20th 1917 and initial advances were 

remarkable. However, by November 22nd, a halt was called for rest and reorganisation, 

allowing the Germans to reinforce. From the 23rd to the 28th of November 1917, the fighting 

was concentrated almost entirely around Bourlon Wood and by November 29th, it was clear 

that the Germans were ready for a major counter attack. During the fierce fighting of the next 

five days, much of the ground gained in the initial days of the attack was lost. 

The objective for the battalion for November 27th 1917 was to attack the railway near 

Bourlon Wood. The War Diary of the 6th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment 

shows what happened in the attack. It notes: 

27/11/17. The Battalion attacked and took Bourlon, but further progress was not made 

as the battalion was not supported either on the left or right flanks. The village was held 

until 5pm when the battalion retired and took up a position in Bourlon Wood, on the 

crest. This position commanded the village and a good field of fire as obtained. During 

the day the enemy shelled Bourlon Wood with very heavy guns thereby causing many 

casualties. Twenty one prisoners were captured during this attack. At dusk the 

battalion was relieved by dismounted cavalry”. 

The diary notes that four officers were killed in the attack. Four other officers were wounded, 

with 28 other ranks being killed and 137 other ranks being wounded or missing. Along with 

the names of Captain B.S.Mann, 2nd Lieutenant F.S. Holland and 2nd Lieutenant Alexander, 



the name of  2nd Lieutenant A.F.Melton is written in the war diary entry for November 27th 

1917, as ‘Killed in Action’. 

The result of the battle of Cambrai was virtually a stalemate, but with very heavy casualties 

on both sides. The British had 44,000 casualties including more than 20,000 wounded and 

7,048 missing.  A total of 9,000 prisoners were taken by the Germans. 165 guns, 600 machine 

guns and more than 90 tanks were lost by the British. The Germans had 41,000 casualties 

including 11,000 prisoners. 145 guns and 456 machine guns fell into British hands. 

The body of Arthur Francis Melton was never found and he is commemorated on the 

Cambrai Memorial by the inclusion of his name there. The Cambrai Memorial 

commemorates more than 7,000 servicemen of the United Kingdom and South Africa who 

died in the Battle of Cambrai in November and December 1917 and whose graves are not 

known. 

Arthur Francis Melton left an estate of £168. Curiously, he left none of this to his brother 

George. His beneficiaries were Albert Edwin Melton, a grocer and James Spencer Newsome, 

a printer.  

Captain Arthur Francis Melton is remembered on the Drighlington War Memorial and on the 

Roll of Honour at Batley Grammar School. 

 

 

The Cambrai Memorial upon which is engraved the name: Captain Melton A.F. 



 

Sentiment on the Cambrai Memorial 

  


