
Private James Arthur Roberts (1879 – 1918). 

2nd Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment, Prince of Wales’s Own. 

‘In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
   Between the crosses row on row 
   That mark our place; and in the sky 
   The larks still bravely singing, fly 
   Scarce heard amid the guns below  . . . 
   If ye break faith with us who die 
   We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
   In Flanders fields.’ 
 

John Mcrae, died in Base Hospital, 1918. 

 

The name Roberts J.A. is to be found on the Tyne Cot Memorial, France. 

James Arthur Roberts was born on July 23rd 1879. His parents were Edwin and Mary 

Roberts. According to the baptism register, completed in August of 1879, Edwin’s  

occupation was shown as a card maker.  Card makers made the brushes and machines for 

processing wool in the mills.  

James’ parents, Edwin Roberts and Mary Mercer, married in 1878.  Mary was a 

schoolmistress at the time. At the time of the 1881 census the family were living in Prospect 

Terrace, Cleckheaton. By 1901 things were looking up for the family and Edwin was actually 

an employer, making card machines. James Arthur Roberts was shown as being 11 years old 



at the time and a scholar. It is likely that he was attending Batley Grammar School by this  

time. Unfortunately the 1917 Roll of Honour in the school magazine does not include the 

name of James Roberts. 

By 1911 Mary Roberts had become a widow, Edwin having died in November 1909. The 

Roberts family had also moved again by 1911. They moved to Fair View, in Cleckheaton, a 

more affluent set of houses than the terraces they had previously lived in. At this time James 

was working as a clerk in the card clothing making business, his two sisters were following 

their mother’s previous employment and became schoolteachers. 

Unfortunately we know very little about James Roberts and when he joined the army. 

However, from his medal record we know that he actually joined the 2nd Battalion the Prince 

of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. His medal card shows the words ‘presumed 

dead’, starkly, and little other information other than his service number.  James Arthur 

Roberts was killed in action on January 15th 1918. The 2nd Battalion of the West Yorkshire 

Regiment were at that time involved in the Battle of Passchendaele. The war diary for the 2nd 

West Yorkshires for January noted: 

12th January 1918. Battalion in front line. Weather very dry and cold. 

15th January 1918. Battalion in support and relieved by 2nd Royal Berkshire Regiment 

and moved back to Bracecamp. 

Very long and difficult relief owing to much of the light railway being swamped near 

‘Spree’. Rains very hard all day”. 

It was during this ‘long and difficult relief’ that James Roberts lost his life, but exactly how 

we do not know. He has no known grave, but is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial in 

France. He was 39 years old at the time of his death in 1918. 

 

Tyne Cot Memorial, France. 



The only other information concerning James Arthur Roberts was that on his probate register 

forms. These indicated that James had left all of his £212.19s. 2d to his two spinster sisters. 

Apart from being remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial, the name of J. A. Roberts is to be 

found on the war memorial at Cleckheaton. 

 

 

The War Memorial, Cleckheaton. 

 

 

 


