
Sergeant Louis Joseph Fox ( 1867 -1918). 

Royal Garrison Artillery. 

    ‘Nor law nor duty bade me fight, 
    Nor public men, nor cheering crowds, 
    A lonely impulse of delight 
    Drove me to this tumult in the clouds; 
    I balanced all, brought all to mind, 
    The years to come seemed waste of breath, 
    A  waste of breath the years behind 
    In balance with this life, this death.’ 
 

W.B. Yeats:  ‘An Irish Airman Foresees his Death’. 

 

Louis Joseph Fox was born in 1867, and baptised in December of that year. He is probably 

one of the earliest pupils on the Roll of Honour to have actually attended Batley Grammar 

School. There is no record of his attendance, but if he did attend at the normal starting age of 

ten or eleven years old we can say that he would have been at the school in about 1878.The 



1881 census bears this out somewhat as he is listed as a ‘scholar’ and therefore likely to be at 

Batley Grammar School at this time.  

Louis Fox came from a wealthy background as his father was listed in the same census as 

being a manufacturer of warp and shoddy, employing 450 people in a mill. At this time Louis 

lived with his two brothers and a sister and mother Mary and father George . The family 

employed a live in cook and housemaid, in line with their status as an industrial mill owning 

family.  

By 1891 the Fox family have moved to Intake Lane in Upper Batley. Louis’ father, George 

was shown as a JP, again reflecting his mill owning ‘stalwart of the town’ status.  By 1901  

George Fox had died and Louis had taken over the family business of running the mill, 

although his occupation is shown as a cotton spinner, but also an employer. The family seem 

to have moved back to Thorncliffe House by 1901. 

According to Louis Fox’s very badly water damaged papers at the National Archive, he 

married Sarah Hirst on April 28th 1903. A daughter, Nancy, was born in the next year, on 

March 11th 1904. 

By 1911 Louis Joseph Fox was 43 years old, but he has married and lived at 217 Healey Lane 

in Batley. The house was fairly substantial, having ten rooms according to the census return, 

and the family had two servants, a nurse and a cook, living with them. 

Louis Fox appears to have been a member of a Territorial Battalion of the Royal Garrison 

Artillery in the first decade of the twentieth century. The London Gazette shows him as being 

promoted to Captain and Honorary Major in the West Riding Ammunition Company of the 

Royal Garrison Artillery.  

In 1910 the London Gazette announced that Honorary Major Louis Joseph Fox had been 

awarded the Territorial Medal for his services with the territorial forces, prior to the First 

World War.  

Even though he had had some experience of being in an artillery Territorial unit before the 

war started, it was probably his age that was to set him back from joining the army. Only in 

1917, when recruiting officers were probably taking all the volunteers they could get, did 

Louis Joseph Fox sign on for the army. 

Enlistment papers for Louis Joseph Fox show that he enlisted in October of 1917 at 

Pontefract but his papers at the National Archive are very water damaged and consequently 

are difficult to read clearly. He was medically examined on October 3rd 1917 at Pontefract 

and the medical history form filled in on the day before he actually signs on shows that he 

was 5’8” tall and weighed about 13stones.He was 49 years old and his occupation was shown 

as  ‘retired master cotton spinner’. 

Probably because of his age Louis Fox was enlisted as a Gunner, the lowest rank in the Royal 

Garrison Artillery. He was soon to be promoted though and on October 10th 1917 his army 

forms show that he was to be an Acting Sergeant in the 55th Anti Aircraft Company of the 



Royal Garrison Artillery, which was posted to St Albans by the beginning of 1918. This was 

a new kind of unit defending cities from the air raids of German planes and Zeppelins.  

A note in the school magazine for December 1917 shows that Louis Fox actually made it to 

the rank of Sergeant Major. The paragraph was recounting that the record for the oldest 

serving ‘old boy’ had been broken by Fox himself. An E. Hemingway had been shown as 

joining the schoo, in1880 and was serving with the Army service Corps, but Louis Fox’s 

entry in the 1917 roll  showed that he had joined the school two years earlier in the summer 

of 1878. The editor lamented: 

“E. Hemingway does not hold his record long. Louis Fox, who will be remembered as a 

lusty footballer of the maul and hand off period announces that he is back to his 

‘beloved soldiers’ as Sergt. Major in the R.G.A. so bang goes the record by a couple of 

years” 

Whilst being posted to the unit at St Albans his army papers show that in April of 1918  

Louis Fox was dealt with by discipline for an offence of drunkenness. However, from the 

papers contained in his file, it was not long before Sergeant Fox was being recommended for 

a medical discharge from the army. Much of his file contains either blank or unreadable 

medical information about his condition. 

Acting Sergeant Louis Joseph Fox died at Bricket House Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital 

in Victoria Street St. Albans on April 18th 1918. Bricket House was a makeshift hospital , 

very small in nature, probably utilised to help with overspill from the several actual hospitals 

around the St Albans area at the time of the First World War. In 1917 it had a capacity of 

about forty beds. After the war part of the building was occupied by the local council dental 

surgeon and many a St Albans child will remember attending the dentist there to this day. 

Louis Fox’s particular anti aircraft unit were never sent abroad to France and therefore his 

time in the army was all spent on home service with the anti aircraft unit of the Royal 

garrison Artillery based in St Albans, Hertfordshire. 

Perusal of his medical record file shows that his cause of death was recorded as ‘Bronchitis’. 

He is buried in the Hatfield Road Cemetery close to St Albans, where several soldiers of the 

Great War are buried together, having probably died after being evacuated to the surrounding 

hospitals. 

At the time of his enlistment Louis Fox was living at Brunswick House West Park, Harrogate 

with his wife and child. Much of the correspondence relating to whether Sergeant Fox’s 

widow was eligible for a war widow’s pension is addressed to the house in Harrogate. 

Brunswick House itself is still standing in Harrogate Town Centre, but now divided into 

several flats in West Park, Harrogate. Ironically the war memorial erected in Harrogate in 

1923 is but a few yards from where Fox would have lived with his family in 1918 when he 

went off to war and subsequently died, but there is no reference to him on the memorial. His 

name is shown on the Batley Grammar School Roll of Honour. 



 

Hatfield Road Cemetery, St. Albans Hertfordshire. 

 


