
Charles Clifford Ineson (1881-1918). 

16th Battalion Canadian Infantry, Manitoba Regiment. 

‘The main attack on Amiens was delivered by the Canadian and Australian Corps.  The Canadian had not 
taken part in the earlier defensive fighting and their sudden appearance was disconcerting to the Germans. . 
.Ludendorff described August 8

th
 as ‘the black day’ in the history of the German army. . .What was and is 

clear is that the initiative had now passed to the Allies.  This decisive fact could not be concealed from the 
German soldiers or the German people’. 
 

Sir Llewellyn Woodward:  ‘Great Britain and the War of 1914-1918’.  (1967). 

 

Charles Clifford Ineson was born in Batley in 1881. He would have been at Batley Grammar 

School in the last decade of the 19th century. By a quirk of fate he enlisted in the Canadian 

Armed Forces after travelling there in 1914, no doubt with the intention of emigrating to that 

country. 

Charles Ineson was the son of Samuel and Sarah Ineson. When Charles was baptised in 1881 

the baptism register showed that Samuel was a flock machinist. The census for that same year 



showed that he actually ran two machines and so was a small businessman. They were living 

in Field Lane, Batley at the time of Charles Ineson’s birth. 

By 1891 the Ineson family had moved from Field Lane to no 3 Whittaker Street in Batley. It 

is likely that Charles was attending the school at the time of this move. Charles was living 

with his parents and his four older sisters. 

By the 1901 census Charles Ineson had moved from Batley to live in Moss Side Manchester, 

where he was shown as being a draper’s assistant. The Drapery career took him on another 

move by the time of the next census in 1911. 

The 1911 census shows that Charles Ineson had moved south to Horsham in Sussex and was 

working in a drapery shop there. His address there was 51 East Street, Horsham. The address 

at 51 East Street Horsham appears to be have been a residence for workers in the Drapery 

trade. There was one housekeeper living there in 1911, but other household members were 

noted as young drapery workers or apprentices to the trade. Charles moved to Horsham prior 

to 1911 it seems, as he appears in the Kelly’s Directory for the town in 1909.  

The premises of 51 East Street were a two and a half storey Victorian brick building, with 

projecting bay window at first floor and a quality traditional shop front at ground floor. It 

formed a group with number 53, of which the most prominent feature was the corner tower at 

first and second floor. The building still stands today in 2013. 

An extract from the magazine of the Horsham Society may well explain why Ineson 

eventually moved to Horsham. It seems to have been the ‘place to be’ in the drapery trade in 

the early Edwardian era.  In the first decade of the twentieth century a particularly 

adventurous business man named Johnnie Browne had started to run the family drapery 

business in the town.  

“Shopkeepers in those days generally made, or had made for them locally, the goods 

they had to sell - but obviously speciality items were carted in from London and 

elsewhere. West Street Horsham was then, as now, the main shopping thoroughfare, 

and 'old Johnnie Browne', whose draper's establishment was at number 16, was one of 

the most go getting traders around.  

He was the first to latch onto the new trend for ready-made boots (up until then all 

footwear was made locally to order, by Henry Burstow among others), and apparently 

he was always quick to spot a new fashion. His shop sign was by far the largest in the 

street, and at every move he took care to make sure he was ahead of the game”.  

It seems that Charles Ineson may have started his own shop in Horsham and the Kelly’s 

Directory entry reveals the fact that he had his own drapery shop  by 1911. Could it be that 

the competition from Browne’s shop made Charles Ineson think that there was not a future in 

the drapery trade for him in the town of Horsham. 

Whatever Charles Inseson’s fortunes were in Horsham it was not long before he decided to 

go to Canada. The next mention of him in official records is aboard  RMS  ‘Cymric’, a sister 



ship of the Titanic, in the White Star stable which was then plying the passenger route from 

Liverpool to the United States.  Cymric was a steamship of the White Star Line built by 

Harland and   Wolff in Belfast and launched on 12 October 1897. She departed Liverpool on 

her maiden voyage to New York on 11 February 1898. 

During both the Boer War and the First World War she was pressed into service as a troop 

transport. On 8 May 1916 she was torpedoed three times by Walther Schwieger's U-20, 

which had sunk RMS Lusitania a year earlier. The Cymric sank the next day with the loss of 

five lives, 140 miles northwest of Fastnet  

 

An advertising poster for the Cymric 

Charles Ineson travelled on the ship ‘Cymric’ to the United States on May 7th 1914. His 

destination was Canada and he left Liverpool on the Cymric which was bound for Portland, 

Maine, just across the Canadian border. The birthplace mentioned for Ineson is entered in 

error as Leeds, due probably to the fact that the passenger manifest for the ship asked for the 

place where the passenger last lived. In Ineson’s case he states ‘Leeds’ and so he may have 

returned to live with his family in Yorkshire prior to emigrating.  By 1911 Samuel Ineson 

was widowed and living with his daughter, still in Batley, but it is likely that Charles chose 

Leeds as the nearest major city to put on the passenger manifest.  



On the passenger list for the Cymric Charles Ineson is shown as being 33 years of age, and 

having lived in Leeds before embarking. His employment is shown to be an ‘Expander’. This 

is different to the employment he lists when he is attested into the Canadian army in 1916. 

His job on his attestation papers in Canada is shown as a ‘Pulp Tester’. 

The book ‘ Far from Home’ written in the 1930’s about Canadian involvement in the First 

World War shows the attachment of many Canadians to the ‘old country’. It also points out 

that many French Canadians were slow to join the colours, despite the fact that their own ‘old 

country’ was being invaded. Many Canadians and British born emigrants decided to go to 

Europe to fight the Kaiser and protect the Empire. 

Charles Ineson was one of those very soldiers, despite the fact that he had left England in the 

summer of 1914 and by the time of his enlistment he was some 35 years old. He decided to 

enlist in the Canadian army and joined the 16th Battalion of the Canadian Forces, Manitoba 

Regiment. This regiment was known as the ‘Canadian Scottish’. 

The Manitoba Regiment consisted of 1st Depot Battalion, Manitoba Regiment, 11th Reserve 

Battalion which fed the 16th, 27th and 43rd Battalions and the 18th Reserve Battalion which 

did the same for the 8th, 52nd and 78th Battalions. Thus the Manitoba Regiment had one 

depot, two reserve and six active battalions.  

Ineson was given the regimental number of 409730. From his attestation papers in the 

Canadian Archives we learn that Charles Ineson was 34 years of age upon enlistment and was 

of dark complexion, with blue eyes. He was fairly short in stature, standing at 5’6” in height. 

It was noted on his forms that he had vaccination marks on his left arm.  

The attestation form tells us that Charles Ineson was considered fit for duty on August 31st 

1915. He was examined at a large recruitment camp in Niagara, Canada. His religious 

denomination was shown to be Church of  England. Although he took the oath as a soldier on 

August 31st 1915, he was not finally attested by a magistrate  until September 8th 1915. 

Ineson had certainly fallen in with the mood of patriotism for the ‘old country’ that pertained 

in Canada in 1914 and 1915. Recruiting posters for the time emphasize the new battles being 

fought by Canadian troops in Europe. Note the old flag of Canada with its Union Jack in this 

recruiting poster. 



 

A recruiting poster for the Canadian army. 

Charles Ineson spent some time at Niagara Camp learning the soldier’s trade. The book, ‘On 

Common Ground’ gives an account of daily life at Niagara Camp where Ineson received 

recruit training: 

“A daily rhythm soon emerged for the infantry battalions. Reveille was sounded by the 

camp bugler at 5.30am followed shortly thereafter by the regimental bugler playing a 

few bars of the battalion’s song, followed by more reveille. For Scottish regiment a piper 

sounded the calls. After roll call at 6 am it was time to wash and shave outdoors with 

cold water, dress, put the tent in order and exercise, all before breakfast at seven. One 

hour later everyone fell in for duties. After dinner at twelve it was time for parade and 

more drills, until just before supper at 6pm. Evenings were usually free until roll call at 

9-30pm. In bed by ten and lights out fifteen minutes later”. 

The 16th Battalion of the Canadian army, Manitoba Regiment, went to France in the Spring of 

1915 as part of the second contingent to go. Ineson was part of the follow up replacements.  

The second Canadian Division went to France in September of 1915. Whether Ineson went 

with this contingent is difficult to know, as it was so soon after his enlistment.  

Charles Clifford Ineson was killed on August 11th 1918. He was killed at the Battle of 

Amiens, near the village of Beaufort. The Battle of Amiens was the last time that the 

Canadian Corps fought as an all-volunteer force. Reinforcements arriving at the front began 



to include conscripts, the politically controversial solution to manpower problems in the CEF. 

The Times wrote in August 1918, that Amiens "...was chiefly a Canadian battle."  

The war diary for the 16th Battalion ‘Canadian Scottish’ tells the story of the first few days of 

August 1918, when the battalion was used in the attacks near Amiens. 

“August 4th Battalion embussed at 4 am. for Frevent. The Battalion entrained at 8 am 

under secret orders. On these being read our detraining point was found to be Vieux 

Rouen. We detrained at 8-45pm and marched to Dromesnil”  

“August 5th During the day the Colonel had an officers meeting to discuss the coming 

offensive. Orders received at 11-30 pm to embuss for St Fugen, a few miles south of 

Amiens”. 

“August 6th The battalion after debussing marched to Boyes, where we stayed till dark. 

The battalion moved off at midnight. Progress was very slow, a tremendous amount of 

traffic being on the roads”.  

“August 7th The battalion remained in various communication trenches all day, 

movement being absolutely restricted. Each company reconnoitred the line for assembly 

positions. Companies moving forward after dark relieved the 49th Australian Battalion. 

All companies were assembled by 3-45 am. The battalion assembled without casualties”.  

“August 8th The battalion attacked at 4-20am.” 

“August 9th“ At 3-30 pm the battalion moved to billets. It is expected the battalion will 

attack on the morning of the 11th”. 

“August 10th. “ Enemy shelled the village at long range and inflicted casualties of 2 

killed and 5 wounded. The expected attack did not materialise as the 32nd Division has 

been attached to the corps and they are attacking instead of our division”.  

 “August 11th.At 8-30 pm an enemy barrage was opened on the front line and our 8.0.8. 

was sent up. During the evening the enemy, whose artillery appears to be concentrated 

against our advance shelled our position heavily. His resistance seems to have stiffened 

considerably. Major Gilliat was wounded seriously and two other ranks were killed 

with nine wounded”.  

Charles Ineson was one of the two Canadian soldiers of the 16th Battalion killed by the 

artillery barrage put up by the Germans on August 11th 1918. 

Amiens was considered a great victory. The Canadian Corps had advanced 22 kilometres on 

a front of 10 thousand metres, and had captured nearly 9000 prisoners. These gains had cost 

nearly 12 thousand casualties, but this time at least there had been very substantial results. 

This battle is said to have changed the course of the war as it supposedly  brought the end in 

sight!  

 



 

One of many memorials in the Canadian Province of Manitoba. 

On August 14th  1918 the Canadian Corps was ordered to move to the Arras sector as part of 

the First Army, though in fact they did not move until August 16th. Amiens had been costly 

for the Germans, and if conscription was a political crisis for Canada, the Germans too had 

their manpower problems, in the form of 75,000 new casualties. They had to break up 

divisions to reinforce others. The German leadership finally began to believe the war could 

be lost - and started negotiating through neutral organizations.  

Charles Ineson  was thirty seven years old when he was killed near the village of Beaufort in 

France. He is buried in Rosieres Community Extension Cemetery on the Somme. 

 



 

Rosieres Community Extension Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 


