
Private Hayley Knowles ( 1880 – 1918 ). 

9th Yorkshire Hussars 

Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

“Near Martinpuich that night of Hell 

Two men were struck by the same shell 

Together tumbling in one heap 

Senseless and limp like slaughtered sheep”. 

‘The Leveller’ Robert Graves. 

 

The Memorial at Vis en Artois, France. 

Haley Knowles was born in Liversedge on September 22nd 1879. His parents were Ben and 

Elizabeth Knowles. Ben was a wire drawer. Interestingly the family who lived next door to 

the Knowles family in 1881 were the Haley family. Joseph Haley was about the same age as 

Ben Knowles and this is probably where the unusual Christian name of Haley came from. 

By 1891 the Knowles family had grown to seven children and Haley was noted as being a 

‘scholar’. It was probably at this time that he would have been at Batley Grammar School. In 

the 1901 census Haley was shown as being twenty one years old and not yet married, his 



occupation was shown as a stone mason and he was still living in Liversedge with his parents 

and six siblings. 

Two years later Haley married Sarah Lee Ross and they set up home in Barker Street 

Liversedge. By 1911 they had two children, Gilbert and Olive, but the family was to grow to 

four children by the time Haley went to war. 

 

A family portrait of the Knowles family of Liversedge. 

Unfortunately we have no record of when Haley Knowles enlisted in the army. However, we 

do know that he joined up in Heckmondwike and because his medal record card survives we 

can see that he was not entitled to the 1915 Star medal. This would indicate that he probably 

joined the army in about 1916. He enlisted in the Yorkshire Hussars. The Hussars was a 

Yeomanry Regiment which was later incorporated into the 9th Battalion of the Prince of 

Wales Own West Yorkshire Regiment.  

The Regiment was reorganised and rerolled in August 1917. After six weeks infantry training 

at Etaples in Northern France, the bulk of the Yorkshire Hussars were drafted to the 9th 

Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment. The Battalion was entitled the "9th (Yorkshire Hussars) 

Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment" and wore The Yorkshire Hussars cap-badge and West 



Yorkshire collar-badges. The Battalion saw a good deal of hard fighting taking part in the 

Battle of Passchendaele. 

 

 

The Cap Badge of the Yorkshire Hussars 

Haley Knowles was killed in action on August 31st 1918. After being relieved in the trenches 

at the front in mid August the 9th Battalion were ordered back to the line on August 29th 1918. 

The Battalion War Diary noted their movements on that day: 

“The Battalion suddenly moved at short notice and proceeded by bus to Blangy. Teas 

were taken at Blangy and the battalion left at 6pm for the line. The battalion marched 

across country with four guides who lost the way. At midnight a trench system was 

struck and occupied. Telephone communication was gained over an artillery wire with 

the battalion to be relieved. More guides were obtained and the relief was eventually 

completed at 6 am on the 30th”. 

The diary notes that the next day, August 30th 1918 was ‘quiet’ and that they had relieved a 

mixed battalion of Canadians, Royal Bucks Hussars and Machine Gun Corps men. They were 

in the line about 1,000 yards east of Pelves. The adjutant noted triumphantly in the entry for 

the 30th August that the trench had been captured from the Germans on the 29th of August and 

that in their haste to retreat the Germans had left behind a whole quartermaster’s store of 

equipment! He noted that the enemy “..had retired hurriedly, leaving much booty”. 

The diary for August 31st 1918 records that the battalion gained touch with the 51st Division 

on the left, who were the Seaforth Highlanders. The lack of communication here with troops 

nearby and the previous encounter with guides who lost their way only serves to show the 

chaos and confusion in the trenches. 

On that same day the war diary recorded that: 

“Casualties 2 OR’s Killed and 6 wounded. All of B company. Patrols went out 1,000 

yards and saw no sign of the enemy”. 



Haley Knowles was one of two men of B company to be killed on that day. No note of how 

he and his fellow Hussar died is mentioned. However, the number of eight men who were 

killed or wounded from one company would suggest that they were hit by the same shell. The 

medal card for Haley Knowles simply reads ‘K in A 31.8.18.’ 

Haley Knowles has no known grave. A fact that supports the notion that he and his 

colleagues were blown up by a shell. He is commemorated on the Vis en Artois Memorial in 

France. 

This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 men who fell in the period from 8 August 1918 

to the date of the Armistice in the Advance to Victory in Picardy and Artois, between the 

Somme and Loos, and who have no known grave. They belonged to the forces of Great 

Britain and Ireland and South Africa; the Canadian, Australian and New Zealand forces being 

commemorated on other memorials to the missing.  

The Memorial consists of a screen wall in three parts. It was designed by J.R. Truelove, with 

sculptures by Ernest Gillick and was unveiled by the Rt. Hon. Thomas Shaw on 4 August 

1930.  

 

Haley Knowles 

 



Sadly the War memorial for Liversedge carries no names of those who lost their lives in the 

war. Had there been names, then Haley Knowles would certainly have been one of those 

recorded. There is an inscription, which simply reads: 

Greater love hath no man 

than this 

to the Glory of God and in 

thankful memory of the men from 

Liversedge who laid down their lives 

In the Great War 

1914 - 1918 

R.I.P 

 

 

The War Memorial at Liversedge Church Yard. 


