
Second Lieutenant Harold Cheesborough (1892 -1918). 

10th Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment. 

‘To be signallers and to be relieved two hours 

before the common infantry – and to come down 

Hurriedly to where estaminets friendliest doors 

Opened . .  . those apparently innocent signallers, drinking 

On tick, at last beer’. 

 

Ivor Gurney. 

 

Harold Cheesbrough was born in Churwell Hill, Morley in 1892 in a sturdy stone semi-

detached house. His father William was a sub postmaster and with his wife Elizabeth had 

eight children who worked chiefly as weavers. Harold was the youngest.  

In the 1911 census the Cheesbrough family were shown as living at 5 Elland Road, Churwell. 

The family ranged in age from forty five years old, to Harold who was nineteen in 1911. To 



have no less than eight children of that age range living at home must surely have been 

unusual even for those times. The children were employed as weavers and clerks in the main. 

Harold Cheesbrough himself was employed as a bank clerk in 1911. 

Harold joined the army in December of 1914, thus being one of the longest serving of the 

‘Batley Lads’ to see service in the First World War. His first regimental posting was with the 

15th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment, or as they were 

colloquially know, the 1st Leeds Pals. On enlistment, he was appointed Lance corporal in the 

signalling Section of 'A' Company under Lt Evelyn Henry Lintott, who was a well known 

footballer from West Yorkshire, having played for Bradford City and Leeds City after 

moving from the south of England. 

Harold was made a Lance Corporal on enlistment as a signaller and served with the Pals in 

Egypt and France.  After nearly three years away from home he was granted leave and 

married his sweetheart Nellie Mitchell in Morley in July 1917.  He was commissioned as a 

temporary Second Lieutenant on 29th January, 1918 with the 52nd Battalion (Training 

Reserve) West Yorkshire Regiment.  His promotion was announced in the London Gazette of 

February 19th 1918. The promotion was perhaps a sign of the urgent need for officers in the 

final stages of the war. 

In September 1918 Harold Cheesbrough was attached to the 10th Battalion of the East 

Yorkshire Regiment. The Battalion War Diary for September 1st 1918 reads: 

“Battalion spent the day salvaging around the old front line area. 2nd Lieutenants 

Bradley Hutchinson and Cheesbrough joined from base”. 

The diary records that on September 3rd 1918 the 10th Battalion received orders that an 

advance was to be made on Hill 63 on the next day, using patrols spread across a frontage of 

2,000 yards. At 5-30 am on September 4th 1918 the Commanding Officer of the 10th Battalion 

visited the lines to ensure that the patrols were ready to be sent out. The War Diary noted: 

“At 8 am the 229th Division on our left advanced under a barrage to occupy Hill 63. It 

was noticed immediately after their attack that the Boche had put down a heavy 

barrage on our positions in Nieppe Systems”. 

The 10th East Yorkshires started their own attack some thirty five minutes later, but sadly 

they went forward without the cover of a barrage and met with very strong resistance from 

the Germans. The Diary notes the start of the attack as follows: 

“8-35 am The various patrols duly started without artillery support of any kind, enemy 

opposition was very strong, he seemed to be very much on the alert. The ground over 

which the attack was made was very flat and in many places devoid of cover with the 

result that most of our casualties were caused by machine gun fire”. 

The diary records that at 11 am the battalion were asked to gain more ground if it could, 

without sustaining heavy losses, however, as one of its platoons had returned to its starting 



line this proved to be very difficult. An attempt to go forward was made by the battalion at 

3pm, but was not carried through because of the strength of the opposition they encountered. 

The 11am entry for the Battalion Diary notes that their position was at Nieppe, and that there 

were several officer casualties, noting that 2nd Lieutenant Cheesbrough had been killed in the 

attack. It is likely that he had been the victim of the murderous machine gun fire laid down by 

the defending Germans. Total casualties on that day as recorded by the 10th Battalion East 

Yorkshire Regiment were 5 officers and 69 other ranks killed or wounded. Harold 

Cheesbrough was one of two officers who were killed in the attack on September 4th 1918. 

Second Lieutenant Cheesbrough is buried in Pont-d’Achelles Military Cemetery, Nieppe, 

Northern France. His gravestone bears the badge of the East Yorkshire Regiment, although 

he had spent most of the war with his West Yorkshire comrades either as a lance corporal or 

in training as an officer. His age on the grave stone is recorded as 26 years old. 

Ironically the Churwell War Memorial was erected in April, 1924 only one hundred yards 

away from his place of birth.  Perhaps his young widow was among the crowds at the 

opening ceremony. Harold Cheesbrough is strangely one of a handful of soldiers on the roll 

of Honour of Batley Grammar School who lived within yards of where memorials were 

erected, in Harrogate, Morley and Churwell. 

Pont d’Achelles Military Cemetery, Nieppe Northern France. 

 


