
Second Lieutenant Ingham Walker 

3rd Battalion Machine Gun Corps. (1892-1918). 

The machine gun is a potent symbol of the First World War’s Western Front. It takes little reading, however, 

to discover that its reputation as the arbiter of battle in France and Flanders is unjustified. We know that at 

least 60% of casualties incurred there were caused by artillery munitions. 

George Clode: Military History Monthly April 14
th

 2011 

 

Ingham Walker was born in Dewsbury in the summer of 1892. His parents were Tom and 

Sarah Walker, who were living at number 8 Rosebank Street Batley in 1891, just before 

Ingham was born. Tom was working as a power loom tuner in the textile mills at the time. 

The 1901 Census shows the family living at Victoria Mill Yard in Bradford Road Batley. 

This would no doubt have made it easy for his father Tom to get to work in the mill as a 



Loom Tuner. The family had grown by then, with three sons, Ingham, Joseph and Henry. 

Ingham was the oldest at eight years old. The influence of the mill as a work place can easily 

be seen as neighbours of the family were shown as working as ‘tyers on’, ‘cotton twisters’ 

and ‘scribbling overlookers.’ 

By 1911 the family had moved up the hill from Bradford Road to number 14 Field Hill, not 

far from another Batley lad on the roll of honour, Clifford Stead, who lived at number 6 Field 

Hill, although Clifford was a little younger than Ingham Walker. Sadly, Ingham Walker’s 

father had died by 1911 and the three boys were living with their widowed mother. At the age 

of nineteen Ingham was shown to be working as a school teacher and so was probably a pupil 

teacher in one of the local schools. 

It is not known when Ingham Walker enlisted in the army, but from his medal card, which 

still exists we know that he was first posted to the Kings Royal Rifle Corps as a Sergeant. 

This was probably at some time in 1915, as his medal record shows that he was sent to 

France on May 5th 1916. Ingham Walker was to join the Machine Gun Corps after service 

with the Kings Royal Rifle Corps, again as a Sergeant. 

The Machine Gun Corps itself was founded in October of 1915 after a Royal Warrant had 

established it, thus taking the machine guns from each battalion and setting up a separate 

corps of skilled machine gunners for each brigade. The battalions themselves were left with 

Lewis gunners instead of the machine guns they had. This was meant to improve the fire 

power available to brigade commanders. 

 

The badge of the Machine Gun Corps 

The medal record for Ingham Walker shows that he was commissioned into the same 

battalion as he was a Sergeant in, the 3rd Battalion, Machine Gun Corps, on January 28th 



1918. He would therefore have been involved in the battles that the machine gun corps were 

fighting in during 1918. In March they were in the Battle of St. Quentin and in April they 

were at the Battle of  Estaires, and by September they were involved in the push against the 

Hindenburg Line. 

On September 26th 1918 the Machine Gun Corp’s 3rd Battalion were issued with Operational 

Order Number 46. This informed them that they were to take part in an attack the next day. 

Their objective was to attack the enemy with the intention of forcing them back over the 

Canal de St Quentin. 

The war diary of the 3rd Machine Gun Corps shows that they attacked on September 27th 

1918: 

“Attack commenced by division. Casualties two officers 13 other ranks” 

Second Lieutenant Walker was one of the casualties amongst the two officers on that very 

first day of the battle for the Canal de St. Quentin. He had been in France for two years and 

four months when he died and he had been part of the officer corps for just eight months.  He 

was buried at Beaumetz-Les-Cambrai Military Cemetery No.1 which is in the Pas de Calais, 

France, near the border with Belgium. 

Ingham Walker left a grand total of £56.3s 9d in his will. The money went to his widowed 

mother Sarah. The probate record showed that the family were still living at Field Hill, 

Batley. Interestingly it notes that Temporary Second Lieutenant Walker died in either France 

or Belgium, such must have been the confusion over where the army was at the time. 
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