
Second Lieutenant Arnold Senior Asquith. (1893-1918). 

17th Battalion Royal Scots 

“From 1916 most newly commissioned officers had served in the ranks before attending an officer cadet 

battalion. The granting of direct commissions had practically ceased from February that year. About 229,000 

new commissions were granted during the war. 

From ‘Tommy’ by Richard Holmes. 

 

Arnold Senior Asquith was born in Dewsbury on March 3rd 1893. The address on the baptism 

register was shown as Cossham Street, Dewsbury. He would therefore have been at Batley 

Grammar School in the middle of the first decade of the twentieth century.  

The census of 1901 shows that Arnold’s parents were Charles Edward and Louisa Asquith, 

and in 1901 they were living at 64 Victoria Road Dewsbury. Louisa’s maiden name was 



Senior, hence Arnold’s second name. The census record for Charles actually records his age 

wrongly. The marriage bans for his wedding to Louisa in 1885 give his correct age, but he 

was 39 years old in 1901, as opposed to the 29 years old recorded in the census. This shows 

that even census records can be wrongly noted on occasion. 

The Asquiths had three children by 1901. James Edward was thirteen years old and was 

shown on the census as a ‘General Dealer’s Assistant. Arnold Asquith was an eight year old 

schoolboy. Dorothy, their three year old daughter, completed the family. Charles’ occupation 

was shown as a thread winder in a woollen mill 

By 1911 the Asquith family were no longer in the Batley area as they had moved to Alloa in 

Scotland. Charles had become a Wool Carder foreman by that time and no doubt had been 

asked to go there to help to set up a textile mill in Alloa. James Asquith was shown as his 

assistant in this census and Arnold himself was shown to be a bank clerk. The whole family 

lived at 41 Paton Street Alloa, which is a terraced house which still exists today. In the 1915 

valuation registers for Scotland the house was valued at a princely £15! 

Arnold Asquith joined the army in Glasgow in November of 1915. He was medically 

examined there on November 9th   at the age of 22 years and 4 months. He was shown on his 

attestation forms to be 5’7” tall and to be fit to join the colours. He joined the Argyll and 

Sutherland Highlanders initially. The regiment went to France from Folkestone on August 

31st 1916.  

Arnold’s life in the trenches does not seem to have been easy in the first few months of his 

service in France. By October 29th 1916 he was in hospital suffering from ‘Trench Foot’ due 

to the appalling conditions the soldiers suffered n the mud and wet of the trenches. His 

condition was so bad that he was sent home to England on the ‘Gloster Castle’ on November 

3rd 1916. From there he was taken on to the Royal Victoria Hospital in Northern Ireland, 

where he spent 28 days until December 1916. On December 4th 1916 Arnold Asquith was 

transferred to a military convalescent home, also in Northern Ireland,, at Hollywood, County 

Down. There he was to spend the next 46 days recovering until January 1917. 

There was no let up for him after this illness unfortunately and he was soon returning to the 

trenches of France, arriving in Boulogne to join the 2nd Battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland 

Highlanders. At some stage in the next few months Arnold was transferred to the 8th 

Battalion of the Argylls and it was from this regiment that he applied for a commission in 

September of 1917. His application form showed that he had been educated at Alloa 

Academy and Batley Grammar School and that his previous employment had been as a ‘Bank 

Clerk’. 

Arnold Asquith was successful in his application and his file note states that:  

“Private Arnold Senior Asquith, 1/8 Battalion Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders has 

been accepted for a commission to 20 Officer Cadet Battalion. To join at Fleet on 

7/12/17”. 



After training at the Officer Cadet School Arnold Asquith was granted a commission in the 

9th Battalion of the Royal Scots. His medal record card shows that this was granted on April 

30th 1918. However, he was attached to the 17th Battalion of the Royal Scots when he was 

wounded in September 1918. The 17th Battalion was originally a ‘Bantam’ Battalion formed 

in Glasgow for men who were not of the requisite eight to join the army. Bantam Battalions 

were first formed in Liverpool for men under the height of 5’3”. 

Arnold Asquith was shown in the war diary of the 17th Battalion as joining them from base on 

July 29th 1918. Five other officers were posted with him to the regiment in late July, along 

with 64 other ranks who had joined them in small groups throughout the month. In late 

September 1918 the 17th Battalion Royal Scots were involved in operations near the Zillebeke  

Canal, in Belgium. The strength of the battalion was noted as being 38 officers and 896 other 

ranks at the beginning of September 1918, but by the last day of that month the strength of 

the battalion was 23 officers and 573 other ranks. Arnold Asquith was one of the casualties 

recorded by the battalion. He was shown in the war diary as being one of 8 soldiers who were 

wounded in action on September 24th 1918. 

Second Lieutenant Asquith died of wounds on October 2nd 1918. His death was recorded by 

the Officer Commanding Number 2 Casualty Clearing Station. The clearing station at that 

time was based near the French town of Anvin. 

Arnold Senior Asquith is buried at Lijsssenthoek military cemetery, under a soldier’s 

headstone. The inscription reads ‘Very Deeply Missed, But Not Forgotten’. Although the 

Commonwealth War Grave Commission registers his battalion as the 17th Royal Scots the 

register for UK Soldiers who died in the Great War has a different regiment. This notes that 

Arnold Asquith was a member of the 9th Battalion, Lothian Regiment. This was a territorial 

Battalion of the Royal Scots Regiment. However, the entry in the war diary for the 17th 

Battalion of the Royal Scots shows that he was attached to that battalion when he was 

wounded in September 1918, dying a few short days later. 

 

Lijsssenthoek Military Cemetery 


