
Private William Schofield Vero (1898 -1918). 

7th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment. 

“The C.O....Down in a deep dugout. 

The brasshats...Drinking claret at Brigade HQ. 

The politicians....Drinking brandy at the House of Commons bar. 

The whole battalion...Hanging on the old barbed wire”. 

Trench Song. 

 

William Vero’s name is to be found on the Vis en Artois Memorial in France. 

William Scofield Vero was born in Batley in the early months of 1898. His father was 

George Senior Vero who had been born in Pontefract in 1871. In 1891 George Vero was 

living with his parents at 4 Market Place Batley. He was carrying on the family business of 

being in the millinary trade, making hats.  

By the time of the 1901 census, George Vero was still living at 4 Market Place, but he had 

married Annie and now had a three year old son, William Scofield Vero, as well as a 

daughter, Alice, who was one year old. The family were doing quite well it seems, as they 

had a live in servant, one Rosetta Denison. George was shown in the census as being a 

Hosiery Dealer and Hatter. 



By the time of the 1911 census, George and his wife Annie had three children, William, Alice 

and another daughter, Juliann. William Vero was thirteen at this time and had started at 

school in the spring term of that year. Therefore he is probably one of the last of our boys to 

be attending school at the time of the First World War. 

Nothing is known about William’s enlistment into the army, but as he was only sixteen when 

the war started he was unlikely to have seen action early in the war. The record of ‘UK 

Soldiers Died in the Great War’ records that William Vero joined the Royal Fusiliers in the 

first instance. He was Private 11678 Vero. However, he was transferred to the 7th Battalion, 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Wiltshire Regiment, where he was given the number 33300. 

In June 1918, the 7th Wiltshires transferred to France, arriving there in July 1918. After the 

German Spring Offensives, many divisions needed to be rebuilt with fresh battalions to 

replace those decimated by the German attacks. Once in theatre, the 7th Wiltshires were 

assigned to the 150th Infantry Brigade of the 50th (Northumbrian) Division. As part of the 

50th Division, the battalion took part in the October 1918 battles, including Battle of St. 

Quentin Canal, the Battle of the Beaurevoir Line, and the Battle of Cambrai during the 

Hundred Days Offensive. 

The War Diary for the 7th Wiltshire Regiment records that on October 3rd 1918 the battalion 

marched to the Hindenburg Line in support of the 50th Division. By ten o’clock on that day 

the Wiltshires had relieved the 1st Battalion of the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in 

their positions at Prospect Hill. On the very next day the 7th Battalion attacked the German 

positions at Prospect Hill and captured their trenches and several to the north of   their 

positions. 

A total of 152 German Prisoners were taken in the course of the attack and one field gun was 

seized. Twenty five machine guns were taken and seven carrier pigeons were also ‘taken 

prisoner’. 

For the next two days the war diary notes that the positions at Prospect Hill were held despite 

several heavy German counter attacks, which were all repulsed. William Vero was a signaller 

with the Wiltshire Regiment and would no doubt have been in the thick of the fighting here, 

sending his messages back to the headquarters about their progress. The diary for October 6th 

1918 states that an attack was mounted on the German positions at 11.30 am. It reads: 

“Battalion attacked line North of Guisencourt Farm, together with 2nd Royal Munster 

Fusiliers and 2nd Northumberland Fusiliers. Battalion held up by barbed wire and 

machine gun fire” 

By eight pm the battalion were relieved by the 149th Brigade and went to bivouacked 

positions in Bony. Casualties for the period from October 4th to 6th were recorded as five 

officers and two hundred and seventeen other ranks, though whether these are killed, 

wounded or missing is not recorded. An appendix to the diary for these days gives the more 

detailed breakdown of the actual casualties. Part Two of the appendix is headed ‘The 

following battle casualties occurred between 4.10.18 and 7.10.18’. Under the section for    



‘Killed in Action A Company’ is to be found the name 33300 Sig Vero S. This showed that 

he was a signaller for A Company. It also tells us that he was another soldier who went by his 

second name of Scofield, rather than being called by his first name, William. A second 

appendix details the activities of the regiment in those early days of October 1918. 

The entry for October 6th 1918 states that: 

 “About 21.50 Beaurevoir line was reported unoccupied and battalion was ordered to 

advance and occupy it. Battalion advanced on line at 11.45 hrs and came under heavy 

machine gun fire from high ground to East in direction of Villiers Farm. 

The hour of 21.50 is likely to have been a typing error, which is easily forgiven in the 

circumstances! The battalion were relieved during October 6th and therefore it is likely that 

William Vero was one of the soldiers caught in the machine gun fire during this day’s last 

attacks. He is recorded as dying on October 7th 1918 but his body was never found. This fact 

is a little odd, in that he was not actually recorded as missing in the appendix, but was shown 

straight away as ‘Killed’. 

William  Scofield Vero has no known grave and is commemorated on the panels of the Vis 

en Artois Cemetery in France. This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 men who fell in 

the period from 8 August 1918 to the date of the Armistice in the Advance to Victory in 

Picardy and Artois, between the Somme and Loos, and who have no known grave. They 

belonged to the forces of Great Britain and Ireland and South Africa. The Canadian, 

Australian and New Zealand forces being commemorated on other memorials to the missing. 

The memorial was designed by J.R. Truelove, with sculpture by Ernest Gillick. It was 

unveiled by the Rt. Hon. Thomas Shaw on 4 August 1930. 

The name of William Scofield Vero is to be found on a panel of the War Memorial which 

stands in Batley Town Centre. He is recorded on the very same panel as another Batley Lad 

who distinguished himself with the award of the Victoria Cross, Private Horace Waller. 

 

Vis en Artois Military Cemetery, France. 


