
 
 

Lance-Corporal  Eric Fox Wharton (1899-1918). 

8th Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment. 

‘Then they all bowed over their own thoughts again, listening to the shells heavily outside, as Fritz began to 

send a lot of stuff over in retaliation for the raid. They sat there silently. Each man keeping his own secret’. 

Final page of the ‘Middle Parts of Fortune’ Frederic Manning 1930. 

 

Eric Fox Wharton was born in Batley in February 1899 to Ernest Wharton and Rachel Mary 

Ellen Wharton. The baptism record for Eric Wharton for February 18th 1899 shows that at 

this time his father was a ‘manufacturer’. In fact he manufactured ‘woollen cloth’. 

In 1891 the Wharton family were living at Wilson Wood Street. Ernest’s father, Joseph was 

shown as being a manufacturer. The marriage between Ernest and Rachel Fox therefore was 

one of two manufacturing families coming together. Though Ernest’s father, Joseph, is shown 

as a manufacturer, he himself is shown as a bank clerk in 1891. 



 
 

In 1901 the census taken in that year finds Eric Fox Wharton living with the family of his 

mother. His grandfather was William Fox, who was also a woollen manufacturer and one of 

Eric’s uncles was a surgeon and physician. The family were prosperous enough to employ 

two live-in servants. 

Eric Wharton started his life at Batley Grammar School in the autumn term of 1911. By this 

time his family lived at 18, Wilson Wood Street, Batley Carr and now employed only one 

domestic servant. The house was substantial and stone built (it is now a child care centre). 

At the start of the First World War Eric Wharton would have been only fifteen years old and 

so too young to join up. When he did enlist he joined a Training Reserve Battalion, probably 

because of his young age. The date of his enlistment is not known. However, it must have 

been some time before December 1917, as Eric Wharton’s name appears in the school 

magazine’s roll of honour in that issue as being a member of a training reserve battalion. 

From the Training Reserve Battalion he joined the Lincolnshire Regiment, probably to make 

up numbers from that regiment, as opposed to a Yorkshire regiment.  

In 1931 a book recounting the exploits of the Lincolnshire Regiment in the First World War 

was written by Major General C.R. Simpson. It gives an account of the regiment’s position in 

the last few days of the war itself. The 8th Lincolnshires took over in the front line from the 

1st Hertfordshire Regiment on October 27th 1918. They were situated in the village of 

Ghissignies in northern France. Ghissignies is a small village to the North East of Cambrai. 

It was here that Lance Corporal Eric Fox Wharton was to meet his end on November 3rd 

1918. The war diary for the 8th Lincolnshires for early November 1918 records that the 

various companies of the battalion were under cover in cellars in the village of Ghissignies, 

Northern France. The entry in the war diary for November 2nd 1918 helps to explain why Eric 

Fox Wharton was killed on November 3rd 1918. It reads: 

“In the line, ‘A’ Company raided posts at 23.45 hours. Between thirty to forty casualties 

inflicted on enemy. Heavy resistance offered Casualties 11 OR. Killed, 18 OR Wounded 

1 OR Missing”. 

Just a week before the end of the war the Lincolnshire Regiment were still involved in attacks 

on the German lines. However, this attack was to come at a cost, as the very next day the 

Germans subjected the British lines to a sustained mortar attack. The war diary for November 

3rd 1918 records that attack and the fact that several soldiers were killed. One of those soldiers 

was Eric Fox Wharton. The diary reports: 

“In the line, trench mortar activity on front line. Casualties 12 Other Ranks killed 17 

other ranks wounded. 1 Other rank missing, 1 other rank wounded on account of 

sprained wrist”. 

The regimental historian, Lieutenant Colonel C. R. Simpson writes of the November 1918 

battle in Chapter VIII of his account, calling it ‘The Final Battle’. He notes with no little 



 
 

understatement: ‘The 3rd was a trying day as the enemy’s trench mortars were very 

active and twelve more men were killed and seventeen wounded” 

Lance Corporal Eric Wharton was one of the final casualties in the last week of the war, and 

one of the last casualties sustained by the Lincolnshire Regiment. The very next day the 8th 

Battalion was relieved in the line by the 111th Infantry Brigade and the several companies 

were dispersed into separate billets.  

On November 11th 1918, the day of the armistice the war diary notes that the battalion were 

in billets in Caudry. There is no mention of the armistice and the page recording events from 

November 5th 1918 to November 26th 1918 is poignant in its emphasis on recording that 

every single day between November 5th 1918 and November 26th 1918 casualties were ‘Nil’. 

One can almost see the relief on the face of the Adjutant writing the diary after years of 

writing down the names of casualties. 

A booklet written shortly after the end of the war in 1918 however, notes that the battalion 

were informed of the signing of the armistice and cessation of hostilities by wireless message 

from the Eifel Tower, this was at 1 am and the message informed the battalion of the 

‘imminent signature of the armistice’. 

 Eric Wharton is buried in the British Cemetery at Ghissignies in the Department of the Nord, 

south-west of Le Quesnoy.  He was twenty years old.  His name is also commemorated on 

the Batley War Memorial. His headstone bears this sentiment from his family: “A memorial 

of honour and a token of our love. Mother, brother, sister”. 

 

The British Cemetery at Ghissignies 


