
 
 

James William Rothery (1876 – 1919). 

First Battalion, East Kent Regiment. (The Buffs). 

Postscript: A Yorkshire Cricketer. 

From the many statistical records available on county cricketers it seems that James Rothery 

began his cricketing career in 1903. Wisdens records his playing record as follows: 

“ROTHERY, JAMES WILLIAM, born at Staincliffe on September 5, 1877, died in 

Leeds Hospital on June 3 as the result of wounds received whilst serving with the East 

Kent Regiment. He played for Yorkshire from 1903 until 1910, his highest innings being 

161 v. Kent at Dover in 1908, 134 v. Derbyshire at Chesterfield in 1910, and 118 v. 

Hampshire at Bournemouth in 1905”. 

James Rothery played with some famous colleagues. Lord Hawke was the autocratic captain. 

Educated at Eton and Magdalene College, Cambridge. His influence was by now waning, but 

he had abolished a Victorian drinking culture and greatly improved the fielding of his 

Yorkshire teams.  There must have been a huge social gap between this opinionated, self-

confident aristocrat and grammar school boys such as James Rothery. Rothery’s fellow-

professionals George Hirst, David Denton, Wilfred Rhodes and John Tunnicliffe were 

players who were feared throughout the County Championship. 

The years before the First World War were a celebrated period in Yorkshire’s history.  They 

won the County Championship three times between 1903 (when Rothery began playing) and 

1914 and in 1908 they were unbeaten.  Lord Hawke, captain for twenty-seven years, 

introduced better pay at £5 a home game, £6 an away game, with a win bonus of £1, and a 

winter retainer of £2 a week for capped players (still derisory when compared to the rewards 

available to modern first-class cricketers).   

Whilst not as famous as George Hirst, who scored  2,385  runs and took 208 wickets in 1906, 

or Wilfred Rhodes who took 141 wickets in his debut season in 1898,and continued playing 

until 1930 when he was aged 53, James Rothery held his place in an extremely competitive 

team. He scored 118 against Hampshire at Bournemouth in 1905, 161 against Kent in 1908 at 

Dover, and 134 against Derbyshire at Chesterfield in 1910. In all he played in 151 matches 

and averaged 21 – but this was in the days of uncovered wickets and low scoring – Yorkshire 

bowled out Northamptonshire in 1908 for 27 runs in the first and 15 in the second innings! 

Only a very self-confident and skilled young man could have coped with the competition and 

the snobbery of the game at this time – when ‘gentlemen’ took the field through a different 

gate to the ‘players’, and when the ‘players’ were usually seen as bowlers to the amateur 

‘gentlemen’.  Lord Hawke in 1925 made the famous claim that he hoped that the English test 

team would never be captained by a professional.  Such was the class spirit in cricket in 

Rothery’s time. 



 
 

James Rothery’s professional cricketing career seems to have ended by 1910, although 

interestingly on different parts of his attestation forms in 1915 he stated that he was both a 

clerk and a professional cricketer. When he retired from the Yorkshire team in 1910 he took 

an active part in League cricket and played in the Durham League.  He hoped to stay in the 

game as a coach after the war. The school magazine commented on one of his innings when 

he became a club cricketer before the war had started. 

“Talking of sport reminds me of Rothery’s fine innings at Savile Town. He seemed to 

find the ball as big as a footer and fired it to the boundary in great style” 

The stipulation of professional cricketer on his attestation forms when joining the army may 

well have been so that he could join one of the sportsman’s battalions of the Royal Fusiliers. 

This was where he was first posted, but he did not stay with that regiment long, and probably 

in name only. He was to join the East Kent Regiment, known as the Buffs, for the rest of his 

short service. Sadly, his war injuries led to his death in Leeds in June 1919, some seven 

months after the end of the war. The Harrogate Herald lamented the death of a Yorkshire 

cricketer, but did say that he had managed to watch some Yorkshire practise games whilst 

trying to recover from wounds sustained in the war. 

Batley Grammar School has produced some good cricketers in the past twenty years – at least 

two county men, two under-18 England players, and one full English international – but it 

seems that ‘Jimmy’ Rothery was probably our best player. In 2007 a plaque to honour the 

memory of Yorkshire players who have been killed in action or died of war wounds was 

unveiled just inside the Hutton Gates.  James Rothery’s name is amongst them. 



 
 

 

The Headingley plaque unveiled in 2007. 


