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2nd Battalion Scots Guards. 

 

 

 

The name Watts C.N. as it appears on the panels of the Loos Memorial. 

Charles Norman Watts was born in Morley in 1894. He enrolled at Batley Grammar in the 

Summer Term of 1906. It seems that he used his second name of  Norman in preference to 

Charles, as this is the name he is noted under on the 1901 census, as a seven year old. His 

parents were Joseph and Emma Watts. 

In 1881 the Watts family lived at Armada Street in Leeds, but Joseph had been born in 

Heckmondwike and Emma was born in Liversedge so they would have known the Batley 

area before moving to Leeds. Joseph was a compositor and printer. 

By 1891 the family had moved to Morley, and were living at Back Cobden Street, which no 

longer exists. Joseph and Emma had three sons and a daughter at this time. The oldest son 

was a fourteen year old telegraph boy, some three years before his brother Charles Norman 

was to be born. 

Joseph had moved up in the world by 1901 and was shown in that year’s census as a 

‘foreman’ printer and compositor. The family had moved by then to Dean Hall Farm, which 



was an area of housing which was then situated near the present Nepshaw Lane and Asquith 

Avenue area. 

After leaving Batley Grammar School Norman Watts started work as a railway clerk, and is 

shown as such in the 1911 census. By that time the Watts family had moved again, but this 

time to Troy Mount, a street just off the main High Street in Morley itself. Joseph and Jesse 

had three sons living with them in Troy Mount, Charles Norman Watts is himself the 

youngest at 17 years old in 1911. 

When war broke out Norman Watts found himself posted to the 2nd Battalion of the Scots 

Guards. It is not known why Norman Watts joined  this regiment. The Scots Guards is ranked 

as the third regiment of Foot Guards, as such, Scots Guardsmen can be recognised by having 

the buttons on their tunics spaced in threes 

According to the record ‘UK Soldiers Died in the Great War’, he enlisted in Leeds, and was 

certainly one of the first to join the colours, as by 1915 he was already fighting in France. As 

Private 12163 he had entered the French Theatre of War on May 25th 1915. By the time of his 

death in October 1915 Norman Watts had been promoted to Lance Corporal. 

The actions of the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards in October 1915 are well documented by the 

adjutant who wrote the War Diary, a Captain Finch. This tells us that on October 14th 1915 

the Battalion paraded at 4-30pm and marched to Vermelles, a small town to the North West 

of Loos. The diary records that: ‘On arrival at Vermelles church, tools, sandbags and bombs 

were issued to each man’. They then marched to the front line trenches, where the battalion 

found it difficult to take over in the line because of the confusion still existing from the attack 

by the Germans on the previous day. Many units were mixed up with others and it took until 

2-10 am for the battalion to complete their relief of those in the trenches. 

The Scots Guards must have endured an uncomfortable night in the trench known as ‘Big 

Willie’ as it was recorded as being cold and misty and when the mist cleared in the morning 

they were surprised to find that the battalion actually only held 5 yards of the trench! The war 

diary records, ‘It was also found that there were a great number of dead lying around 

unburied’. The day of the 15th October 1915 was spent by the Guards repairing and 

improving their section of the trenches. During the night of the 15th the 16th October they 

buried about 80 dead who had been ‘lying about’ in their area of the trenches. 

The Adjutant next records that’ The General came round in the morning to reconnoitre the 

position and to discuss the organisation for a bombing attack for the following day’ The rest 

of the day was spent preparing for that attack, but at 7pm the Germans began their own attack 

of the British trenches, using gas and bombs, but the war diary notes that it did no good as the 

gas went high and no one was affected by it. At 9pm the Germans began to attack again and 

shelled the Scots Guards heavily. By 10-30pm  this attack had died down. 

On October 17th the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards started their attack on the German trenches 

opposite them. The War Diary gives this account of the start of the attack: 



‘At 4am the battalion stood to arms and moved into position ready for the attack. G 

Company moved up the communication trench ready to move into the front line as the 

attack progressed. The 4th Battalion of the Grenadier Guards also formed a chain down 

the communication trench to pass up supplies of bombs and sandbags. At 5am the 

attack commenced’. 

A Lieutenant Ward was leading the bombers, but was wounded early on in the raid, but 

having had his leg dressed he seemingly returned to the fray. At 8 am the battalion were 

ordered to consolidate the ground  they had made in the attack. 

Captain Finch, the Adjutant for the battalion, recorded that by 10 am they had consolidated 

the ground gained, and even improved on that by the afternoon. After improving the portion 

of the ‘Big Willie ‘ trench they had captured they prepared themselves for a counter attack. 

It was during this attack on October 17th 1915 that Lance Corporal Charles Norman Watts 

met his death. The casualties suffered by the battalion in the attack were three officers killed 

and two wounded and ‘other ranks’ casualties were 20 killed, 66 wounded and 16 missing. 

Captain Finch reported that the next morning, October 18th, they were again able to bury the 

dead who were ‘lying about’. It seems that the body of Norman Watts was not one of those to 

be buried and his body was never recovered, leaving him with no known grave, but a name 

on the Loos memorial near to where he fell. 

The December 1915 issue of the Batley Grammar School magazine recorded the deaths of 

two of its old boys on its first pages: 

‘We deeply regret to record the death of two more old boys. Private J. H. W. Rhodes of 

the 22nd Australians died of wounds at the Dardanelles and Corporal C. N. Watts of the 

2nd Scots Guards, was killed in action on the Western Front on October 17th. The latter 

was recommended for the DCM. We offer our respectful sympathy to their parents and 

friends’. 

The attack in which the Scots Guards took part on October 17th was one of the final acts of 

the Battle of Loos, which had begun in September 1915 and ended on October 18th 1915. It 

was known as the ‘big push’. 

Later in the same December 1915 issue of the school magazine there is a graphic description 

of how Norman Watts met his end during the Battle of Loos: 

‘How Watts was killed is best told by his company sergeant. We were making a bomb 

attack on the German trenches. He was leading his party, and although wounded twice 

would not leave his men, but lay on top of the German trench and continued to throw 

bombs into it until he was exhausted.  

When being brought back by two of his comrades he was killed by a sniper... we were 

all very proud of him indeed, for if ever a man was a hero, he was, and his name has 

been forwarded to headquarters for reward.’ 



The magazine editor adds that the reward spoken of would doubtless have been a 

Distinguished Conduct Medal, but an officer explained to his parents in a letter home that 

such honours are not awarded to ‘anyone who is killed’. 

The 2nd Battalion Scots Guards received several tranches of officers and men in the next few 

days, and came out of the line finally on October 26th. On October 28th the whole battalion 

were paraded and marched towards Alloagne for a special parade. After one kilometre they 

were turned back with the news that their special reviewer, His Majesty the King, was not 

coming! 

The name ‘Watts C.N.’ is to be found on the panels of the Loos Memorial. The name is also 

engraved on the War Memorial in Scatcherd Park, Morley. The latter memorial was to take a 

full twelve years after the end of the war to construct and open. On August 4th 1930, some 

sixteen years after the outbreak of the war, General Nevil Macready, who had been the 

Adjutant – General of the British Expeditionary Force when it was sent to France in 1914, 

unveiled the memorial amidst much ceremony. General Macready was to become the 

Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police after the end of the war, and his name was 

memorialised in itself by naming one of the London police section houses, or barracks, after 

him. 

In a twist of irony, if Charles Norman Watts had survived the war and still lived at Troy 

Mount in Morley as he had done before it, he would easily have been able to see the 

unveiling of the memorial from his windows. At the very least he could have crossed the road 

from his house and joined the throng. In spirit, perhaps he did! 

 

 

The Loos Memorial, where the name Charles Norman Watts is engraved in memorium. 


