
Private Orlando Morrison (1871 – 1915). 

1st/4th Battalion King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

   ‘Gas! Gas! Quick boys! – an ecstacy of fumbling, 

   Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time, 
   But someone still was yelling out and stumbling 
   And floundering like a man in fire or lime. –  
   Dim through the misty panes and thick green light, 
   As under a green sea, I saw him drowning. 
   In all my dreams, before my helpless sight, 
   He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.’ 
 
   Wilfred Owen :  Dulce et decorum est. 

 

Private 2375 Orlando Morrison’s Headstone in Bard Cottage Cemetery 

Orlando Morrison was born in Liversedge in 1871. His father, William, owned a Grocer’s 

shop in the village, with his wife Caroline, Orlando’s mother. They had married in 1862. His 

mother died in June 1884 and William was shown as a widower on the census of 1891. 

The record in the Roll of Honour in the school magazine for December 1917 shows that 

Orlando Morrison began his school life at Batley in the summer term of 1884. As such he is 

one of the earliest attenders at the school who is included on the Roll of Honour. 

By 1891 Orlando had left the school and as a nineteen year old was working as a 

warehouseman. His father William had changed occupations and was working as a 



bookkeeper by this time. In 1895 Orlando married Eugenia Hey, it was a memorable year for 

him as his father William died in the same year. 

Orlando next appears in official documents in the 1901 census, when he was noted as living 

at number 3 Ings Road, Batley, no doubt a road he would have known well when he was at 

school, as it is directly opposite Carlinghow Hill. Batley Grammar School boys have trudged 

to school up Carlinghow Hill for many years. He had married again by 1901 to Miss Eugenia 

Hey and they had two daughters and a son. The house in Ings Road, must have been fairly 

large as at the time Eugenia’s mother and her sister were living with the growing family. 

Orlando was by this time working as a rag merchant’s clerk and warehouseman. There were 

several mills in the surrounding area to Ings Road at the time. 

It is impossible to know what happened to Orlando’s second marriage merely from 

documentary research, but by 1911 it is clear that his marriage to Eugenia had ended. In 1911 

he lived with Mary Anne Boothroyd, who is euphemistically shown in the census working on 

‘house duties’. He had moved to number 4 Cobden Street in Batley, whilst his wife and son 

and two daughters now lived with his sister in law, Paulina, in Grafton Street in Batley. 

Orlando still worked in the mills as a rag sorter, as did his wife Eugenia, as a waste sorter. 

Eugenia died in 1911, and Orlando went on to have two further children with Mary Anne 

Boothroyd. 

Whether his complicated home circumstances eventually persuaded Orlando to join the army 

rather late in life, in his mid forties, we can never know. However, he joined the army and by 

1915 he was fighting in France. His regiment was the 4th Battalion of the King’s Own 

Yorkshire Light Infantry. The battalion had been formed in Halifax in August 1914, and by 

April 1915 they had landed in France. 

Orlando Morrison would have been with his regiment in the front line trenches on December 

19th 1915 when the Germans launched a gas attack on the British positions. Many casualties 

were sustained by the battalion on that day and four Distinguished Conduct Medals were won 

by the men of the 4th in fighting off the attacks that followed the gas clouds. A total of eighty 

eight tons of gas were used by the German army in this attack. The use of a combination of 

phosgene and chlorine gas by the German army was the first of its kind in the First World 

War, after gas had been used first in April 1915.  

The medal card for Orlando Morrison shows simply ‘Killed in Action’, and so it would seem 

that he survived this attack and the gas cloud. He was killed on December 28th 1915, 

according to his war grave, fighting somewhere on the northern sector of the Ypres salient. 

The War Diary of the 4th Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry shows that on 

December 19th 1915 the regiment were in the Ypres Boesinge Line. On December 26th they 

were in brigade reserve on the canal bank and on the 27th of December the relieved the 5th 

Yorks and Lancaster regiment in the front line, in position known as ‘Skipton Road’ trenches. 

The diary continues on December 28th with an account of the day, giving us some idea as to 

how Orlando Morrison may have died: 



“Enemy’s machine guns were particularly active up to 10pm. Some sniping all through 

the night and heavy sniping this morning. Relieved by 8th Battalion Rifle Brigade. 

Casualties 4 OR’s killed 5 wounded”. 

Whether Orlando was killed by sniper fire or by machine guns is of course unknown, 

but Orlando Morrison was one of the deaths noted in the diary for December 28th 1915. 

His regiment were taken out of the line just two days later, entraining for Calais on December 

30th for rest and training. 

The school magazine related the death of Private Orlando Morrison in these words: 

‘We greatly regret to record the death of Orlando Morrison on the western Front. He 

entered the school in the summer term of 1884 and had served three years in the regular 

army. Immediately on the declaration of war he rejoined the colours and went to the 

front with the first batch of local territorials’. 

He is buried in the Bard’s Cottage Cemetery, near the Belgian town of Boezinge, where  a 

total of one thousand six hundred and thirty nine commonwealth soldiers are either 

commemorated or buried. An obelisk memorial to the West Riding Division stands near to 

the same village, reflecting the many months spent there by the West Riding regiments in the 

early months of the First World War. 

 

 

The entrance gate to Bard Cottage Cemetery, where Orlando Morrison is buried. 


