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Capt. Robert Randerson 

 

Died 7th August 1915 

Aged 24 

Yorkshire Regiment 

6th Battalion 

Buried 

Lala Baba Cemetery 

Turkey 

Robert was the son of Robert and Annie Randerson of 114 Haxby Road, York. 
 
Before signing up he was a teacher at St Mary’s Roman Catholic School, Batley. 
 
His friend Harry Greenwood who persuaded Robert to sing for Batley, told how Robert said he was 
not a fighting man but felt it was his duty to go do his bit. 
 
Robert played in the three quarters and was extremely fast. He was able to do 100 metres in 10 
seconds. 
 
The Dewsbury District News reported on Saturday 14th August 1915 the following news. 
 

Captain “Bob” Randerson 
Killed 

Victim of Dardanelles Fighting 

A fine Sportsman lost to Batley F.C. 

Profound regret will be felt in Batley by the death in action of Captain Robert Randerson who was a 
member of the teaching staff of St. Mary’s (RC) School Batley before joining the Leeds University 
Officers Training Corps on the outbreak of war. Captain Randerson was a three-quarter in the 
Batley (Northern Union) football team and his pleasant, cheery manner won him a wide popularity. 
 
News of the gallant Captain’s death, has been received from his father Mr. Robert Randerson, 
York who states that his son was killed in recent fighting in the Dardanelles.  
Captain Randerson’s brief Army career was of brilliant description. He was given a commission 
shortly after joining the Leeds University Officers Training Corps last August and was attached to 
the 6th Yorkshire Regiment. In January he received his full Lieutenancy and about two months ago 
was gazetted captain, although only 24 years of age. Captain Randerson was educated at 
Archbishop Holgate’s Grammar School in York, received his training for the teaching profession at 
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St Mary’s (RC) College, Brook Green, Hammersmith and whilst there he had the distinction of 
covering 100 yards in an inter college sports contest in 10.5 seconds. 
 

He began his teaching career at St Mary’s School, Batley over two years ago and was on the staff 
until he enlisted at the Leeds University OTC. He was also Choirmaster at St Mary’s Church.  
Captain Randerson quickly won his spurs in the three quarter line on joining he Batley Football 
Club proving himself a speedy and reliable player. He was a good sportsman. Unmarried and not 
engaged ‘Bob’ Randerson as he was known popularly felt the patriotic call early. He remarked to 
his bosom friend Chief Petty Officer Harry Greenwood who is at his home in Batley on leave this 
week, ‘I am not a fighting man, I do not like to fight; but I ought to go and fight at a time like this’. 
Hence, prepared to do his best, he enlisted. 
 
It was Mr Greenwood who secured Captain Randerson’s services for Batley FC and a better type 
of player never joined the Gallant Youths. 
 
The Soldier-Footballer played with the Mount Pleasant Club a few times last season and on his last 
appearance had the misfortune to be kicked on the head. He suffered so much that he had to be 
kept in a darkened room for a few days on returning to Beltham. After recovering he went with his 
comrades to Whitley in Surrey and thence to the Dardanelles. 
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