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Lance Corporal Albert Smith 

 
Aged 24 

Died 12th July, 1916 

King’s Own Scottish Borderers 

1st Battalion 

Buried at Etretat Churchyard   

 

Batley News 22nd July 1916 

 
Local Footballer’s Last words 

 
“Come On Boys, Let’s Charge Them” 

 
Lance-Corporal ALBERT SMITH, wounded in the “Big Push” has died of wounds at the 
base.  The news came as a great shock to his wife, who resides in princess Street, 
Westtown, Dewsbury.  Deceased, aged 24 years worked before the war for Messrs. 
James Critcheley and Sons, colliery owners Batley.  He was well known in football circles, 
having played with Dewsbury Northern Union Football club as full-back, for a number of 
years. He enlisted fourteen months ago, and had been in the Dardanelles, Egypt and 
France. He was connected with Providence Independent Methodist Chapel.  Mrs Smith 
has received the following letter from a French nurse: 
 
“You will have heard by this time that your husband died on the evening of the 12th.  He 
was a splendid soldier, and died shouting “Come on boys, let’s charge them.”  It made one 
realise what it must have meant to him to be able to take part in the advance.  As you will 
have gathered from my first letter there was practically no hope of saving him and we can 
only be glad that he did not suffer for a long time.  The whole of the nursing staff ask me to 
convey to you their deepest sympathy in this your great loss.” 
 

July 12 1916, The Reporter has an article shown below 
 

Local Footballer’s Last Words 
 

‘Come on Boys Let’s Charge Them’ 
 
Lance Corporal Albert Smith wounded in the ‘Big Push’ has died of wounds at the base. The news 
came as a great shock to his wife, who resides at Princess Street, Westtown, Dewsbury. 
Deceased, aged 24years worked before the war for Messrs James Critchley and Sons, colliery 
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owners Batley. He was well known in football circles having played with Dewsbury Northern Union 
Football Club as fullback for a number of years. He enlisted fourteen months ago and had been in 
the Dardanelles, Egypt and France. He was connected with Providence Independent Methodist 
Chapel. Mrs Smith has received the following letter from a French nurse: 
 
You will have learnt by this time that your husband died on the evening of the 12th. He was a 
splendid Soldier and died shouting ‘Come on Boys, lets charge them’. It made one realise what it 
must have meant to him to take part in the advance. As you will have gathered from my first letter, 
there was practically no hope of saving him and we can only be glad that he did not suffer for a 
long time. The whole of the nursing staff ask me to convey to you their deepest sympathy in this 
your great loss. 
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