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Private Frank Brook Roebuck 

 

Aged 39 

Died 28th December, 1917 

Regiment 

Royal Army Medical corps 

Buried 

White House Cemetery 

Jean Les Ypres  

 

 

Frank was the son of Nimrod and Annie Roebuck, husband of Louisa, father of two 

children. He lived at 34, King Street, Batley Carr.  Before joining up he worked for Joseph 

Newsome, Batley Carr. 

 
Letter from the Chaplain: 
 
“He always did his duty with a smile. The day after Christmas his Battalion were moved to 
a known danger area where they came under heavy shelling.  He caught a direct hit and 
was killed instantly – he never suffered.” 
 
When playing for Batley, most of his games were played at full back. 
 
Newspaper Item Reads 
 

Popular Batley Footballer Killed in Action 
 

Wife and Children Left at Batley Carr 
 
The local football world has lost another well known character by the death of Private Frank Brooke 
Roebuck (40), whose wife and two children reside at 34 King Street, Batley Carr. The first news of 
his death came from a Chaplain who writes ‘I am sorry to have the sad duty to write you regarding 
the death of your husband. With his comrades he had been moved to a dangerous area the day 
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after Christmas. The suffered heavily from shell fire and whilst many were injured, your husband 
met with instantaneous death. I did not know him personally but as Chaplain of the group to which 
he belonged, I know that he was one of a large congregation that gathered on Christmas Day. He 
was a good workman and will be missed by both officers and men in the very important work they 
have to do. 
 
A letter of condolence has been also been received from an Officer who says that deceased was 
killed by the bursting of an enemy shell on the 26th December. He added that Private Roebuck was 
respected by his Officers and comrades as a man who did his duty cheerfully and willingly and 
their heartfelt sympathy goes with you in your terrible loss. Private Roebuck has been in France 
some thirteen months and was expected home on leave any day. 
He was a native of Hanging Heaton and attended Mill Lane School as a boy, he also had a lifelong 
connection with Hanging Heaton Ebenezer Chapel. Prior to enlisting he had been employed for a 
short period by Messrs Joseph Newsome and Sons, Batley Carr but formerly he was employed by 
Messrs R Brearley and Sons, Queen Street Mills, Batley as a warper. 
 
In the football world he was widely known, he played with Batley first and second teams also with 
Rochdale Hornets and Heckmondwike. He was regarded as a good fullback player and was a 
member of Batley Working Men’s Club. 
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