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Private George Arthur Hammond 

 

Aged 20 

Died 26th October, 1915 

In Flanders, France 

Duke of Wellington’s 

West Riding Regiment 

1st/5th Battalion   

 

 

Mr Hammond of 1 Garden Street, Ravensthorpe received news from Major Gilbert Norton 

saying: 

 

“I deeply regret to have to inform you, your son George was killed this morning, being shot 

through the head by a sniper.  He died almost immediately and never regained 

consciousness and he suffered no pain. He was a splendid soldier, everything he did he 

did well and was always cheerful.  You can be most proud of him. He died doing his duty 

on behalf of all the officers and the men of his company.  Please accept our sympathy.” 

 

He sent a letter home the previous Thursday saying he was in the pink and doing well. 

 
A Local Newspaper reports 

 
Fine Young Fellow Killed 

 
Footballer who measured 41 inches round his chest 

 
Mr & Mrs Frank Hammond of 1 Garden Street, Ravensthorpe, received new yesterday that their 
son Private George Arthur (Duke of Wellington’s) had been killed in action. He enrolled last 
January and went to France a week after Easter. His father is a Percher for Messrs R Brearley and 
Sons, Queen Street Mills, Batley. Deceased was highly respected in Ravensthorpe and was 20 
years of age. He attended Ravensthorpe Methodist New Connexion Church and was well known in 
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football circles. A remarkably well developed youth, the deceased measured 41 inches around the 
chest, when he went to the recruiting Sergeant. Before the war, Hammond was employed by his 
Uncle Mr A Algate, Tailor, Ravensthorpe. 
 
The following letter was received yesterday from Major Gilbert Norton 
 
I deeply regret to inform you that your son Private G.A. Hammond was killed this morning, being 
shot through the head by a sniper. He died almost immediately and never regained consciousness 
and he suffered no pain. This will be a great blow to you, but I trust you will find consolation that he 
died for his King and Country, he was a splendid Soldier and one of the most hardworking men 
that I have had in the company. Everything that he did was done well and he was always cheerful 
under the most trying conditions. You will therefore be always able to look back and remember that 
your son died doing  his duty well and you will always have cause to be proud of him. 
 
On behalf of the Officers, NCOs’ and Men of ‘A’ Company offer you our sincere sympathy. 
 

The last letter from the deceased soldier, received on Thursday read: “ I am in the pink”. The 
Ravensthorpe Boys, are getting a good share of it now. We are having it a little cold at present, but 

we can stand the cold better than shells. We have only four days to do in the trenches, and then 
we go back for three days on reserve about six miles back.



 19


