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Private James William Debney 

 

Died 29th September, 1916 

Aged 25 

Yorks/Lancs. Regiment 

6th Battalion 

Buried A.I.F. Burial Ground, Flers.   

 
A letter from his Commanding Officer reads 
 
“I am sorry to have to inform you that your son James was killed by a shell while attacking a 
German trench, your son fell with many others in his battalion, and the attack was a success so 
your son’s death was not in vain.” 
 
James Debney will be greatly missed.  He was one of the most enthusiastic players who ever 
stepped on a rugby field, he had unlimited energy. 
Batley Northern Union Committee 
 

The Reporter October 21st 1916 has a news item as follows: 
 

Killed in a Charge, Popular Batley Footballer’s Fate. 
A Sacrifice not in vain 

 
It is with great regret we have to record that another popular Batley Footballer has made the great 
sacrifice in the defence of liberty and honour. We refer to Private James William Debney, the well 
known forward. The sad news reached Mr WK Newsome the secretary of the Batley C A & F Club 
last week end and was conveyed in a letter from the fallen Soldier’s mother , who enclosed a 
communication she had received from the Colonel of her sons regiment. This letter from France 
which was dated October 6th read as follows... I am sorry to inform you that your son was killed by 
a shell on September 29th. The Battalion was attacking a German trench at the time and your son 
fell with many others of the Regiment. The trench was taken and held, so your son’s death was not 
in vain. 
 
The painful news will be received with universal regret in local football circles for Debney had a 
very large number of admirers. His death is indeed a grievous loss to the Batley Club which is 
being hard hit by the war. Debney is the fourth first team player to fall in action. The three heroes to 
pre-decease him being Private J.C. Tindall, Captain R Randerson and Private W Johnson. 
 
Debney will be very greatly missed, he was one of the most enthusiastic players who ever steped 
on to a football field and appeared to have unlimited energy. His greatest success on the field was 
as wing forward, in which position he was  a consistent source of difficulty to the opposing backs. 
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Debney was possessed of an excellent turn of speed and invariably displayed unsurpassed daring. 
It is difficult to realise that we shall never again see him with his head down tearing his way through 
the opposing ranks or arresting the onslaught of a forward rush. But we can easily believe that he 
met is death attacking the German trench with the same determined and unflinching spirit that he 
raided an opponent’s line. 
 
Debney who was not more than 24 or 25 years of age joined the forces in the early days of the war 
and had seen service in the Near East before being transferred to France. We think that we are 
right in stating that Debney played his opening match with the Batley first team  against Hunslet on 
September 18th 1909 
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