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Private John Wood 

 
Aged 29 

Died 16th May, 1915 

Engineers 

The sad news of the death of John Wood reached his wife and daughter today, 16th May, 

1915.  John played rugby for his home town Featherstone, Wakefield and Dewsbury. 

 

John was killed last night, 10 o clock, Sunday as he was lying asleep in the dugout when a 

shell hit.  You’ll be glad to know he did not suffer.  He’ll be missed by all his pals in the 

Engineers and his pals in his old Regiment. 

 

A local newspaper item from 16th May 1915 reads: 

The noble part played by Private Wood, a Featherstone man who has played with 

Dewsbury, Featherstone Rovers and Wakefield Trinity, is reported in a letter received by 

his wife from Lance Corporal Coule, a comrade of the fallen Soldier; 

 I am sorry to have to write this letter to you but I feel it’s my duty to do so, although it is 
very hard for me as you know your dear husband and I have been good friends for many 
years.  We were the one ones from Featherstone in the Engineers.  It was very hard for us 
to leave the lads from the village but when they asked us join the Engineers we thought it 
our duty 
 
He liked it very much and so do I, but am very sorry to say that your Husband was killed by 
a shell last night (Sunday) about 10 o’clock 16th May 1915 as he was lying asleep in his 
dugout. Your Husband’s death was instantaneous. What a pity for your husband was one 
of the best of men ad just as well liked by those in the Engineers as those in our old 
regiment. 
 
He was a good Soldier, and knew no fear. Our Officer told me how very sorry he was that 

this had happened, for he was a very good man indeed. All you have got to console 
yourself with now is the thought that he died fighting for King and country. He is being 

buried close to our billet, just about three miles from the firing-line. 
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There is no Certificate currently Available for John Wood 
 

 

 

 


