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Private Joseph Wilson 

 

Aged 31 

Died 22nd March 1918 

 

Leicestershire Regiment 

Remembered on Arras Memorial 

 

 

Joseph was the son of John Wilson, 31 Taylor Street.  He left a widow Annie and three 

children.  They live at 8 Back Taylor Street. 

 

He volunteered 4 months after the outbreak of War and was posted to France in April.  In 

November he got shot in the shoulder and was recuperating for 10 months.  Eventually he 

went back to the front where he was soon in the thick of it.  He was hit by a shell and was 

killed instantly alongside two of his friends. 

 

“Men like Him Have Made England” 
Batley Miner killed by Shell while fighting gallantly. 

 
Another of the long list of Batley men who have died for their country is Private Joseph Wilson (30), 
Trench Mortar Battery, son of Mrs John Wilson, 31 Taylor Street, and whose widow resides at 8 
Back Taylor Street.  A letter to her from an officer of the Battery reads: 
 
“I regret to inform you your husband has been killed in action on 21st March.  I knew your brave 
husband personally, and always found him a very fine soldier and true Britisher.  He was killed by a 
direct hit from a shell, which killed two of his comrades who were fighting very gallantly with him.  
The corporal in charge of the mortar your husband was on speaks highly of his gallantry and 
bravery during the early part of the battle.  He at all times of great danger performed his duty with 
great cheerfulness. I cannot express my great opinion of him enough and I feel his absence 
keenly.  I send the great sympathy of the officers and men of this battery in your great loss.  Your 
brave husband died fighting for his country. What more can a man do.” 
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“His officers cannot speak too highly of his bravery and comradeship,” writes an Arm Chaplain. “I 
am sure it will be a great help to you to know that men like him are among whose who made 
England.” 
 
Private Wilson volunteered for service four months after the outbreak of war, and went to France 
the following April with the local territorial’s.  In November 1915, he received a gunshot wound in 
the shoulder, was ten moths recuperating, and then returned to the Front from Ireland and became 
attached to a Trench Mortar Battery.  A native of Hanging Heaton, his occupation before the war 
was that of a miner at West End Colliery. He was a member of Carlinghow Working Men’s Club 
and played in the second team of Batley Football Club. His widow is left with three young children. 
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