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Private Thomas James 

 

Aged 30 

Died 6th October, 1915 

Flanders, France 

KOYLI Regiment 

6th Battalion 

Service No 11411 

Buried at 

Elzenwalle Brasserie Cemetery  

 

 

Thomas James lived with his wife Alice and four children in Smith Road, Batley Carr.  He 

was well known in the area as the local window cleaner. 

 
Letter from his commanding officer: 
 
“Dear Mrs James 
 
I am sorry to inform you of your husband’s death.  He only came into the trenches the 
night before and was in good spirits.  The following day at 10 o clock in the morning he 
was killed.  He was with another man from Dewsbury called Clegg Thomas.  He died 
instantly and did not suffer. 
 

The News October 1915 
 

Batley Carr Gunner’s End 
 

Killed on Morning after Entering Trenches 
 

Well known Figure in Dewsbury 
 

News has been received of the death in France Gunner Thomas James a KOYLI man 
who’s wife resides in Smith Road, Batley Carr. Such sympathy is felt for her as she has 
four children. Thirty years of age and a Reservist, deceased was called up when war broke 
out. He was well known in the district as a Window Cleaner; he was a member of 
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Dewsbury Northern Union Football Club and acted as a checker at Dewsbury Empire and 
Hippodrome. 
 
Mrs James has received the news of her husband’s death from Private Healey of the same 
Battalion, he wrote: 
 
I am sorry to inform you of your Husband’s death (Tommy James).He only came in the 
trenches the night before I met him and he was in good spirits.  On the following day he 
was killed about 10 O’clock in the morning as was another Dewsbury Lad called Clegg.  
 
You have my deepest sympathy in your sad loss. Tommy and I as you know were the best 
of pals. I am fairly frightened to write but as a pal I thought that I would let you know. He 
died instantly. He had no pain. I hope that you will bear up as well as you can  in your sad 
bereavement, but I know it will be a terrible loss to you. 
 
An Officer of Gunner James’ Company wrote to Mrs James: Accept my deepest sympathy 
in your great loss. He was a good servant and well liked by everyone. I shall miss him very 
much. 
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