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RIFLEMAN JACK TINDALL 

 
 

Died 9th May, 1915 

Prince of Wales Own 

West Yorks. Regiment 

1st/8th Battalion 

Service No 1888 

Remembered on the Ploegsteert Memorial 

 

 
JACK TINDALL joined the Leeds Rifles before the war.  He was the son of Frank C Tindall 
from Bramley, Leeds.   
 
On the outbreak of war, Leeds Rifles became part of the West Yorks. Reg.  Jack was in 
the 8th Battalion They did their training in Gainsborough before going to the front.  He must 
have been well liked because his death is well covered in the Gainsborough News.   
 
 It appears that the 8th Battalion were in trenches at Aubers Ridge when the British started 
shelling German lines at 4 in the morning on Sunday 9th May.  The shelling lasted about  3 
hours and unfortunately some of the shelling was falling short of the German lines and 
landing on our own men.  At 5 o clock, stretcher bearer Bandsman Sanderson was called 
to attend the casualties.  He describes what horrors confronted them.  He and his fellow 
stretcher bearers had to leave dying men to attend to the injured.  One of the men he had 
to leave was Jack Tindall who had back and shoulder injuries.  Two of his friends were 
already dead beside him. A second shell landed and the already weakened dugout 
collapsed.  They immediately dug them out but Jack had lost a leg and bled to death. 
 

 
JACK TINDALL REPORTED KILLED 

 
Batley’s Star Three-Quarter 

 
“Perhaps you will know of the fellows that went under – Jack Tindall, the crack wing three-
quarter who played for Batley, and used to play for Otley Rugby Union. ” Writes a Leeds 
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Rifleman from the trenches on Sunday morning, describing the effect of a shell that burst 
amongst the men. 
 
Tindall’s parents, who live in Leeds, have received no official intimation of their son’s 
death, but if, unhappily it is true, the news will be received with universal regret by local 
footballers, amongst whom he was adored? 
His training was with the 8th Battalion, P.W.O>.Leeds Rifles for whom he played prior to 
1910.  At the beginning of that season he joined the Otley Rugby Union Club with whom 
he quickly took to fame.  As a wing three-quarter, Jack had few peers.  He was ubiquitous 
on the field and once he got hold of the ball he was so fleet of foot that he could easily 
outdistance his pursuers. Tindall and Hardwick were a rare pair, with these two, along with 
Kenneth Duncan and Dixon Mason, both of whom are now in France, there was a line of 
offence and defence that was irresistible and which culminated in winning the Yorkshire 
Challenge Cup for the second year in succession. 
 
Tindall remained with the Otley club during the following season, 1911-12.  An unfortunate 
incident in a match with Horton, on the old ground at Fagley, led to Tindall forsaking the 
Rugby Union.  He was one of the most inoffensive of players.  But at the Horton match he 
was sent off the field for striking – a clear mistake on the part of the referee.  Being of a 
most sensitive disposition, Tindall never forgot the injury, and the following season he 
joined the Batley Northern Union Club, with whom he was an even greater success than 
he had been with Otley.  He was one of their most prolific scorers, and was regarded as 
such a star that he was the only player who was ever “billed” by Batley.  “Jack Tindall is 
playing to-day”. 
 
The Dewsbury Reporter Saturday May 22nd 1915 reported: 
 
The Fate of Jack Tindall, popular footballer dies on the battlefield, his last words to a chum. 
Suggested Local Memorial. 
 
Although at the time of writing official news was lacking, there can remain little or no doubt that the 
reported death in action of Private Jack Tindall, the popular Batley footballer was only too well 
founded. 
It will be remembered that the first report of the sad news was contained in a soldier’s letter which 
appeared in a Leeds evening paper on Wednesday of last week. At that time Jack’s relatives had 
heard nothing, nor did they have any more definite news on the Thursday. On Friday we wired to 
Jack’s father Mr Frank C Tindall who resides at Bramley, inquiring if he had any confirmation of the 
report and the reply which came to hand a few minutes too late for publication in our last issue was 
as follows: “Sorry, worst news, letter following.” In accordance with that promise, Mr Tindall wrote 
to a member of our staff a letter, full of pathos. After a personal word, the letter reads: “I am only 
too sorry to say that our dear boy passed away last Sunday. We have no official news as yet, but 
have a letter from the son of one our near neighbours, who send his deepest sympathy and says: 
“I stayed with him until he died, and the last words he said to me were, ‘I am going kid.’ He goes on 
to say ‘I don’t think he had much pain’. We buried him in a grave and put a little wooden cross over 
him. It was hard to see an old pal go under . Mr Tindall concludes his letter with other personal 
words.   
 
At the time of writing, the above information was evidently all the particulars which Mr Tindall had 
received.  A newspaper report however, makes the definite statement that Jack was one of a party 
who volunteered to take rations to some of the R.F.A and were unable to return to their company. 
They took shelter in a trench, but a shell struck the trench and Tindall was killed. He was buried 
near the spot by his comrades and a little wooden cross was placed over his grave. Tindall was in 
the Leeds Rifles, 8th battalion. 
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Futher confirmation of Tindall’s sad fate is contained in a letter, published this week from another 
private of the Leeds Rifles, who writes “Soon after came the death of Jack Tindall, the well known 
Batley football player. That will be a great loss to the Batley club and to the Northern Union too. He 
has played some fine games with us whilst we were in England, but he has played his last game 
now. I am very sorry about it as we were good chums.” 
Thousands of admirers will morn Jack’s loss. He was a genial fellow, and one of the truest 
sportsmen who ever played football. The writer saw him play practically all his games with Batley, 
and never once did jack resort to tactics that were the slightest bit questionable. He always played 
a clean fair game and although more than once subjected to provocation, he never allowed himself 
to be drawn from the gentlemanly game. The Northern Union can ill-afford to loose such admirable 
sportsmen. We join in expressing to Mr & Mrs Tindall and family the most profound sympathy in 
their deep sorrow. It will be noticed that a resolution of condolence with the relatives was passed at 
the annual meeting of the Batley C, A and F Club on Wednesday and the suggestion was made 
that the erection of some memorial should be considered. 
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