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Sergeant Walter Whitehead 

 
Aged 34 

Died 5th May, 1917 

Royal Engineers 

323rd Field Company 

Buried 

Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun   
 

 
Walter was the sons of George and Mary Whitehead of 1 Reservoir Place, Dewsbury. 
 
He died of gunshot wounds to the back and neck.  He died later in the casualty clearing 
station in France. 
 
He worked for West Riding County Council. 
 
 

The News has an article about Walter’s death 
 

Popular Footballer Dies of Wounds 
 

Late Sergeant “Wally” Whitehead 
 
News that Sergeant Walter “Wally” Whitehead (Royal Engineers) second son the late Mr 
George Whitehead, Contractor, North Park Street, Dewsbury, has died from gunshot 
wounds in back and neck in a casualty clearing station in France will be read with deep 
regret. Mrs Whitehead sergeant Whitehead’s Mother received a telegram to this effect on 
Wednesday evening at her residence, Reservoir Place, North Park Street, Dewsbury. 
Sergeant Whitehead who was well known in Dewsbury was a single man of 33 years of 
age and an ‘Old Boy’ of the Wheelwright Grammar School. He was formerly associated 
with his Father in the business of a Contractor, but on the latter’s decline in health and the 
subsequent disposal of the business he took a position under the West Riding County 
Council. He went into training in March 1915 and after being twelve months at home went 
out to Egypt. After several months experience in the East he was drafted back to France 
where he was a considerable time and whence he never returned home on leave. 
 
Sergeant Whitehead particularly in his earlier years was a popular footballer. He was one 
of the mainstays of the front rank of the now defunct Old Dewsburians Football club. And 
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he assisted them when they won the Yorkshire County Cup. He gained his Yorkshire 
County (Rugby Union) Cap playing regularly with the county team. Later he signed on with 
the Dewsbury Northern Union Club. His younger brother Lance Corporal George 
Whitehead Canadians, now in hospital at Hastings recovering from fever was a popular 
forward alongside his brother both with the Old Dewsburians in the Rugby Union code and 
later under Northern Union auspicious at Crown Flatt. 
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