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Private John Henry Atack (1888-1917). 

5 A Reserve Brigade Royal Field Artillery. 

 

The Headstone for John Henry Atack in Drighlington Churchyard. 

John Henry Atack was born in Drighlington in December of 1888. His parents were George 

Henry and Mary Elizabeth Atack. He was baptised in the village church on January 16th 
1889. George and Elizabeth had married in Tong Church on August 6th 1887. George was 
noted as being a widower and was a labourer by profession. His father Abraham was an Inn 
keeper according to the marriage certificate. Mary was Mary Elizabeth Pitts prior to the 
marriage and was not shown as having any profession, whilst her father Thomas was a 
labourer. 

George’s previous wife had died sadly. He had married Elizabeth Simpson in Drighlington 
Parish Church on October 21st 1876. At that time George was a joiner and had come from 
Sharlston near Wakefield.  

By 1901 the Atack family were living in Wakefield Road in Drighlington. They had seven 
children ranging in age from 2 years old to 22 years of age. John Henry Atack was 12 years 
old in 1901 and probably attending the local Drighlington Board School as many of the 
village children did. George was shown to be a bricklayer’s labourer on the census forms for 
1901. 

By 1911 the family had moved to a four roomed dwelling in King Street Drighlington, 
number 45 in fact which is still standing today. As there were still six children living with 
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their parents then the rooms must have been very crowded indeed! The 1911 census recorded 
not only names and addresses but also how many years people had been married and how 
many children they had. In the case of George and Mary they had been married for 24 years 
and the record states that they had had 7 children, 5 of whom were still living and 2 had died. 
Of course, the number of names on the actual forms for 1911 belies that, as 6 children were 
shown to be alive and well and living with their parents. From the 1901 census it seems that 
Carrie, a daughter is missing and had died by 1911. 

The older children were in employment with Annie and Helena Atack working as packers in 
the sweet boiling factory in the village. Phyllis was 14 years old and worked on ‘Domestic 

Duties’ whilst Bertie and Maud were still at school. John Henry Atack at 22 years of age was 
shown as a plate roller in an iron foundry. 

The soldier’s record for John Henry does not exist now, but from the database of ‘UK Soldier 
Died in the First World War’ we can tell that he enlisted in Bradford and went into the Royal 

Horse Artillery and then the Royal Field Artillery. He became ‘Driver 80935’with the Royal 
Horse Artillery and ‘Driver 63264’ with the Royal Field Artillery’s 5A Reserve Brigade. 
There are no war diaries available at the National Archive for the latter unit.  

The book of remembrance in St. Paul’s parish church shows that John Atack enlisted in 
January 1915. We can also tell from his medal record card, which exists in the National 
Archive that he went abroad on September 26th 1915. He served mainly in France. On many 
cards the actual place the soldier has embarked to is mentioned but in this case it is just the 
date. 

Unless family members come forward to give details of the story of John Henry Atack we 
will know little about his war service, or indeed how he died. One clue as to what happened 
comes from his death registration details. John Henry Atack’s death was registered at South 
Stoneham in Hampshire in March 1917. This was the registration district for soldiers who 
died in the nearby military hospital, the Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley, near Southampton. 
Indeed, the book of remembrance states that he died of wounds at the hospital. 

John Henry Atack died on March 18th 1917. His medal record card simply reads ‘Dead’. He 
was 28 years old. 

Because he died on this side of the channel, as did several Drig lads, he was brought home to 
Drighlington where his family were and buried under a soldier’s headstone in Drighlington  
churchyard in 1917. George Atack asked that ‘Rest in Peace’ be carved on the gravestone of 
his son. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


