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Harry Mortimer (1894-1917). 

8th Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment, formerly 18th 
Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium. 

Harry Mortimer was one of the sons of Joseph and Ann Mortimer. By 1911 they had had 12 
children, 3 of whom had died, but all of their surviving children were living with them in 
1911. There were four sons and five daughters in the family and confusingly Harry had a 
brother called Harold, which no doubt was shortened itself to Harry as well. Harry was born 
in 1894. 

The Mortimer parents and all of their children were born in the village of Drighlington and in 
1911  the family of eleven were occupying five rooms at Wasp Nest. In 1901 the address of 
the family was Hodgson Lane in Drighlington, and Joseph was a coal hewer, which he was to 
remain doing ten years later. Even after 36 years of compulsory education in the British Isles 
it seems that some older men could not write their name and Joseph Mortimer was one of 
those, making his mark only on the 1911 census forms. He certainly had enough children to 
write the census form out for him. Four of the girls were weavers and the other a servant and 
the boys worked as a millhand, a labourer and a miner. In 1911 the seventeen year old Harry 
Mortimer was an assistant in the weaving shed. 

Harry Mortimer is one soldier from the First World War whose service papers still survive 
and so we are able to ascertain a good deal about when he joined up and other details from 
those. 
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Harry signed his attestation papers in Bradford on March 6th 1915. (Note that the book of 
remembrance shows that he enlisted on February 10th 1915 however). He was shown as being 
20 years and 343 days old, with an occupation as a miller, though the writer of the form 
probably mistook his profession as working in a mill and wrote ‘miller’. We know from his 
medical form that Harry was 5’9” in height, a little taller than the average height for men of 
that time. 

Harry joined the 18th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment, the 
2nd Bradford Pals, and was given the regimental number 18/399, so he was an early recruit to 
the 2nd Battalion which was formed in 1915. However, it was to be December of 1915 before 
he was fully examined by a doctor and passed as medically fit tobe on active service.  

The intervening days were spent in training and during that period Harry fell foul of his 
battalion sergeant who charged him with being absent from fatigues on September 25th 1915. 
For that offence he was confined to barracks for two days. Harry was later to transgress army 

rules in July of 1916, when in France on active service. On that occasion he was found to 
have been negligent with government propery by neglecfully losing two bomb buckets, 
though how this happened is unknown. For that offence he was sentenced to two days 
confined to camp. 

The move to have him passed as medically fit after some time of home service was 
necessitated by the posting of his battalion to the Mediteranean Expeditionary Force and 
being sent to Egypt to guard the Suez Canal on December 6th 1915. 

After some time in Egypt the ‘Pals’ were redeployed to France as part of the British 
Expeditionary Force, in order to prepare for the big push on the Somme, due to happen in 
July of 1916. The battalion with Harry landed in France on March 11th 1916. In four months 
then this Drig lad had travelled to Egypt and then to France, no doubt witnessing things he 
would never have believed along the way. 

Harry Mortimer was transferred from the Bradford Pals to the 8th Battalion of the York and 
Lancaster Regiment on September 10th 1916. Whether this was because his original battalion 
had suffered so badly at the Battle of the Somme on July 1st is unknown, but it is true that 
many ‘Pals’ were assigned to other regiments in the months after the Somme. 

Whilst in France Harry suffered a gun shot wound to the shoulder and then was wounded 
again with a gun shot wound which fractured his skull. Whether this latter injury was the one 
from which he eventually died is not known as the actual dates of the injury are not noted on 
his file. It is very likely that it was such a wound that killed him and that it came about after 
April 8th  and before April 10th 1917, as Harry Mortimer was appointed unpaid lance corporal 
on April 8th of 1917.  

There are two files for Hary Mortimer at the National Archives in fact, one is a duplicate, but 
on the second file  ‘D of W’ is scrawled on the front. Lance Corporal 34402 Harry Mortimer  
died of wounds on April 10th 1917. The army were relatively quick to deal with Harry 
Mortimer’s effects and on August 30th 1917 they wrote to his father Joseph with details of his 
property, sending it on to him. It consisted of: 

A Disc 

Photos 
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Four Religious Books 

A Cigarette Case 

A Roman Catholic Charm 

6 Metal Badges 

A Postcard 

A 9 Ct Gold Ring 

Greetings Cards. 

Harry Mortimer is buried in Lisjenthoek Military Cemetery in Belgium. He was 23 years old. 
His mother, Mrs J. Mortimer, was by the 1920’s living at West Avenue Drighlington, asked 
that the words ‘He died so that others might live’ be engraved on his headstone. 

 

 

Harry Mortimer’s entry in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


