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Private Harry Collins (1892-1917) 

2/6 Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 
The Arras Memorial upon which the name Harry Collins is carved. 

Harry Collins was born in Morley in 1892. He was the son of Richard and Emily Collins who 
by 1911 had been married for 37 years and had had 8 children, 6 of whom were still alive, 
though by the time of the census only two, Alice, a 26 year old weaver and Harry, a 19 year 
old who worked on his father’s farm, were still living at home. 

In 1911 and 1901 the Collins family were living in a farm off Adwalton Lane. The latter was 
that part of Adwalton which ran from the ‘three road ends’ (Moorside Road) and up the hill 
past the old Waggon and Horses public house. It is renamed Wakefield Road these days. 

Harry Collins decided to join the army on March 25th 1916, though his other army details are 
sparse because his records do not exist. However, he is noted on the database of UK Soldiers 
who died in the First World War. We can ascertain from this that Harry Collins joined the 
2/6th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment by travelling to 
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Bradford and visiting the recruiting office there. His entry on the database interestingly, 
shows that he was born in Bruntcliffe and it may be that his census information was not quite 
as accurate as the details he furnished for the army as to his exact place of birth. He became 
Private 242132 Collins. 

Harry Collins was killed in action at the Battle of Arras on April 11th 1917. Specifically the 
part of the battle was known as the First Battle of Bullecourt. The plan of attack for the 
British was to send the British 62nd Division and the Australian 4th Division into the attack on 
the trenches near the village of Bullecourt. The objective was to push the Germans out of the 
village and back into their reserve trenches. The attack on the German lines was scheduled to 

start on April 10th, but the expected tanks to support the attack did not arrive on time and so 
the attack was postponed. However, some of the Yorkshire Regiments concerned did not get 
the news of the postponement and attacked anyway. 

The two battalions of the West Yorkshire Regiment involved were driven back from their 

attacking positions and suffered heavy losses. It was during this mismanaged attack that 
Harry Collins was to lose his life, though we do not know how. 

The body of Harry Collins was never found and his name is remembered on the Arras 
Memorial in France. 

 

The page for Harry Collins in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 


