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Private Levi Ramsden (1891-1917) 

2nd Battalion King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

 

Levi Ramsden’s headstone in Cayeux Military Cemetery, France. 

Levi Ramsden was born in Drighlington on May 5th 1891. He was baptised there on July 5th 
of that year. His parents were Thomas and Elizabeth Ramsden, Thomas was a miner by 

profession at this time. Thomas Ramsden had a complicated family history in that he was 
married twice and had children with each wife. In 1858 Thomas married Sarah Ann 
Housecroft and he had 8 children with her. Sarah Ann died in 1881 and two years later, on 
December 23rd 1883 he married Elizabeth Lawton and had three children with her. 

One of the children born to Thomas and Elizabeth was Levi Ramsden. In the 1890’s he lived 
with his parents in Wakefield Road Drighlington and on the 1901 census he is shown as 
living with Thomas and Elizabeth in Adwalton. Two brothers lived with them at the time. 
Thomas and the two sons were working as miners in 1901, whilst Levi was at Drighlington 
Junior School. 
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By 1909 Thomas Ramsden was to be widowed for the second time in his life when Elizabeth 
died in the winter months of that year. This left Thomas living with Levi, still on Wakefield 
Road. Levi was working in the mills as a spinner in 1909. 

Levi Ramsden’s papers no longer exist but we do know when he joined the army from the 
book of remembrance kept in the parish church. He enlisted in autumn 1915 and was 
wounded twice, in 1916 and in 1917.We also know that he enlisted in the King’s Own 
Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI) at the recruiting office in Morley. He became Private 
25756 Ramsden of the 2nd Battalion KOYLI. 

The 2nd Battalion were involved in the fighting around St Quentin in April 1917, near the 
village of Holnon. The weather was freezing at the time and the objective that General 
Rawlinson had set was for the British to drive the Germans out of St. Quentin, which they 
held. 

 

The entry for Levi Ramsden in the Book of Remembrance. 

Levi Ramsden died of wounds on April 19th 1917.  As the cemetery he is buried in was set up 
for casualties brought from the number 36 Casualty Clearing Station, he may well have been 
brought there to be treated. 
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The CWGC entry for Levi Ramsden. 

The entry for Levi Ramsden in the CWGC records shows that he was the son of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Ramsden, which is quite correct. However, it then goes on to add that they lived in 
Adwalton, Oxfordshire, which of course was not the case. 

Levi Ramsden is buried in Cayeux Military Cemetery in France. 

 

The Cemetery at Cayeux. 

 

 

 

 

 


