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Private Vincent Housecroft (1889-1917) 

18th Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment (Second Bradford Pals). 

 

The name of Vincent Housecroft is engraved on the Arras Memorial. 

The day of May 3rd 1917 was a black one for the villages of Drighlington and Adwalton. On 
that one day alone four men were killed. Three of these, like Vincent Housecroft, were from 
the Bradford Pals and a fourth from the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment. The very next day, 
the death of Morris Lees of the Army Service Corps meant that five men from the village had 
died in just two days. It was the worst two days of the war for the friends and relatives left 
behind in Drighlington. 

Vincent Housecroft was born in Drighlington in 1889. He was the son of Abraham 
Housecroft, who was a coal miner living at Wasps Nest in Drighlington. His mother was 
Sarah Housecroft. In 1891 the Housecrofts had three sons and two daughters and Vincent was 
the youngest in the family. By 1901 Abraham Housecroft had changed profession to become 
a Horse Hair Dresser and five of the children were still living with their parents. 

By 1911 their father Abraham had died and Vincent was living with his mother and three 
remaining sisters who were all weavers. The family lived in Hodgson Lane at this time, very 
near to where the two main mills of the time were situated on Moorside. Vincent himself was 
by now a 22 year old tailor. 

Vincent Housecroft enlisted in the 18th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West 
Yorkshire Regiment. This was the Second ‘Bradford Pals’ and it was formed in February 
1915. Oddly, whilst most recruits actually enlisted in Bradford itself, Vincent Housecroft 
went to the Leeds recruiting office to join up. He enlisted on April 11th 1916. He was 
probably under training when the battalion was decimated by the fighting on the Somme on 
July 1st 1916. 
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He was certainly with the pals by May of 1917. At that time the 2nd Pals were sent to the 
village of Gavrelle. On May 1st 1917 the commanding officer of the 1st and 2nd Bradfords 
were summoned to their headquarters to be informed that an attack was to be launched in the 
very near future. On May 2nd 1917 they were told that the actual time for the battle to start 
would be 3-45 am on May 3rd. 1917. Unfortunately for the attackers they were asked to 
advance over hundreds of yards in bright moonlight, thus making their silhouettes easy 
targets for the German machine gunners. 

The report of the commanding officer of the 2nd Pals, Colonel Carter, showed how 
devastating the German fire had been right from the start of the attack on them. He wrote: 

“At 3.00 am an SOS call went up on the left, to the North, in the direction of OPPY Wood 
and a heavy enemy barrage with machine gun fire came down from 3aam to 3.17 am. The 
men, however, did not hang back, and I myself saw them crawl out and get into position 
quite unhesitatingly and fearlessly under heavy barrage, in some cases even treading over 
the dead bodies of their comrades in doing so”. 

By 4-15pm on the afternoon of May 3rd 1917 there were 50 men and two officers left from 
the original numbers who had set out to attack the German lines. The rest were either 
wounded, taken prisoner or dead. In the case of Vincent Housecroft none of these could be 
proved and he was recorded on his medal roll card as ‘presumed dead’, either killed in the 
hail of machine gun fire that the Pals endured or blown to pieces by barrage after barrage that 
the Germans sent over. One barrage in fact killed several German prisoners that the Pals had 
taken who were awaiting being taken to the cages in the rear. 

Vincent Housecroft died in the attack on the German trenches at Gavrelle and his body was 
never recovered. He is remembered on the panels of the Arras Memorial. He was 28 years old 
and left a wife, Ethel Housecroft. No record can be found of their marriage, but Vincent was 
shown to be living in King Street in the voter’s register of 1914 and 1915 and Ethel was at 
the same address in the list for 1920. The book of remembrance also notes that Vincent was 
Ethel’s husband. 

 

The entry for Vincent Housecroft in the Book of Remembrance. 


