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Single Men to Go 
 
We are to have Conscription after all. At least 

it is generally understood that Mr. Asquith 

will next week announce the Government’s 

intention of applying compulsion to those 

single men who have turned a deaf ear to the 

call of their King and Country. And there will 

be no revolution in the country in consequence. 

Men who a few months ago were prepared to 

make any sacrifice for Voluntaryism, and who 

took an active part in Lord Derby’s recruiting 

scheme, were so disgusted with the lack of 

patriotism and self-respect of many young 

fellows that they declared then they would 

support any steps which might be taken to 

compel the slackers to shoulder their fair share 

of responsibility. Able-bodied young men who 

are “waiting to be fetched” ought to be fetched. 

That is the almost universal feeling in the 

country today. 

 

In what form Conscription will be applied we 

must “wait and see”. The probabilities are that 

every single man who has not attended or 

enlisted will be required to appear before a 

Local Tribunal and if he cannot show sufficient 

reason for remaining at home he should be 

handed over to the military authorities. 
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“That car has run over me” 
Batley Soldier’s Tragic Death on a 

Dark, Stormy Night. 

Fellow Townsman’s Story at Inquest 

To Batley’s long death roll of soldiers has to be 

added the name of another young man who, 

although not sacrificed in the trenches, nor even 

within sound of the guns, belonged to the great 

army of volunteers; and much regret will be felt at 

the tragedy, for many reasons. One local lad lost 

his life by accident while handling a gun near 

Hull, others were drowned at Gainsborough, and 

Private Albert Arthur Smithson (aged 23) of the 

Cameron Highlanders, was the victim of a motor 

accident at Ripon last weekend. He was the son of 

Mrs and the late Mr Joseph Smithson, 180, Upper 

Taylor Street, Batley. 

 
Private Albert Arthur Smithson 

 

According to evidence at the inquest, 

deceased and his friend, also a Batley soldier, left 

a Y.M.C.A. hut in Ripon on Thursday evening, 

and owing to the prevalence of a strong wind they 

walked across the road with their heads down. A 

motor car came down the road; the horn was 

sounded, and deceased’s friend heard it. He 

shouted to Smithson, but presumably the latter 

did not hear, and in a moment he fell injured in 

the road. The car did not stop and the sufferer 

was taken to hospital on a stretcher. He died 

early on Friday morning, 7th January. 

Mrs Smithson received a telegram on 

Friday about the accident, but when she arrived 

at Ripon her son had passed away. 

Pte. Smithson, who joined the army about 

two months ago, was a salesman for Messrs. 

George Jessop and Sons, clothiers, Batley.  

 
 


