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Private Morris Lees (1894-1917). 

Royal Army Service Corps. 

 

The headstone of Morris Lees in Bowling Cemetery, Bradford. 

Morris Lees is buried in Bowling Cemetery in Bradford. The circumstances of his death are 
difficult to ascertain and may remain so unless a family history is revealed in this centenary 
year of the outbreak of the war, or in future. As more and more newspaper archives come on 

line in the years to come it may be that future researchers will be able to easily locate a story 
in a local Yorkshire newspaper, or one further afield that relates how Morris Lees met his end 
in 1917. 

Lees was born in Pudsey in 1894. He was the son of Alexander Luther Lees and Annie Lees                
(nee Brown), who had married at Pudsey Parish Church in August 1886. Alexander was a 
shoe riveter and Annie was a weaver. In 1901 Morris was the only child of the Lees family 
and they were still living in Pudsey. Luther, as his father went by, was shown to be working 
as a Boot Riveter at the time. 

Unfortunately ‘Luther’ Lees died in 1905, having moved to Drighlington after 1901. By 1911 
Morris and his mother were living at Thornton’s Buildings in Drighlington. Annie at 47 years 
old had taken up domestic service and Morris at 16 years of age, was an apprentice horse hair 
dresser, a job that several soldiers on the Drighlington memorial had and so they would no 
doubt have known each other well, working in the same factory. 
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Morris Lees joined the army in March 1916, enlisting in Bradford. No medal card can be 
found for him, but we know that he joined the Royal Army Service Corps as a private soldier. 

Private Lees is mentioned on the roll of the ‘Central Council of Church Bellringers’, which 
listed their members who had been killed in the Great War. The record links to the 
Commonwealth War Grave Commission web site which notes that Morris Lees was at the 
Motor Transport Depot at Bulford camp when he died. This is why he was able to be brought 
home and buried in a home cemetery, that of Bowling in Bradford. Perusal of the book of 
remembrance in Drighlington Church reveals the story behind the death of Morris Lees. It 
seems that he died at Tidworth Military Hospital after being taken there for an operation 
which sadly failed. 

He died on May 4th 1917, the fifth soldier from Drighlington to die in just two days, dark 
days for the village! 

 

The entry for Morris Lees in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


