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Private Sam Hemingway (1897-1917). 

53rd Battalion Machine Gun Corps. 

 
Achiet Le Grand Cemetery, France. 

Sam Hemingway was born in Drighlington in 1897. He was the son of Thomas and Mary 
Hemingway. In 1901 the family lived in Whitehall Road, Drighlington with their three 
children. Thomas was a coal miner, as were dozens of Drighlington men at the time. By 1911 
all three Hemingway children were working in the local mills, even though Sam was only 13 
at the time. He was a ‘Bobbin Pegger’. 

Sam enlisted in Bradford in June 1916 and was posted at first to the Northumberland 
Fusiliers where he became Private 38210 Hemingway. However, at some stage Sam 
Hemingway was transferred to the newly formed Machine Gun Corps, which had been set up 
in 1915. From mid-1915 volunteers arrived at Grantham for retraining from battalions all 
over the army. Eventually 36 companies of machine gunners were formed and sent to France 
within three months of forming the units. Soldiers from other battalions relinquished their 

original numbers and so Sam Hemingway became Private 62874 of the 53rd Company of the 
Machine Gun Corps. 

By April 1917 the Battle of Messines was raging and it is likely that as a machine gunner 
Sam Hemingway would have been a key person in the assaults made by British troops and 
the defences when the Germans attacked.  

Private Hemingway died of wounds on June 14th 1917. It is therefore extremely difficult to 
pinpoint when he was wounded. He is buried in Achiet le Grand Cemetery in northern 

France. From April 1917 to March 1918, the village was occupied by the 45th and 49th 
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Casualtv Clearing Stations. Achiet station was an allied railhead. The communal cemetery 
and extension were used by Commonwealth medical units from April 1917 to March 1918. 

 

Because he was wounded Private Hemingway would have been taken to the casualty clearing 
stations for treatment and buried in the local cemetery. 

He was one of the youngest men from Drighlington to die in the Great War. He had been a 
soldier for just one year! 

 

The entry for Sam Hemingway in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


