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Gunner Charles William Wild (1895-1917). 

Royal Field Artillery. 

 

The headstone for Charles Wild in Etaples Military Cemetery. 

Charles William Wild was another man on the memorial who ‘married into’ Drighlington. He 
was born in Leeds on August 13th 1895. His parents were George and Charlotte Wild (nee 
Jenkins), who had married in August of 1892. This is despite the fact that the 1891 census 
shows them already as man and wife with 2 children. At this time the family were living in 
Dyson’s Yard, off Marsh Lane in Leeds. 

By 1901 Charlotte has become a widow and had to take up work as a housekeeper with 
Henry Dale, who lived in Sheepscar Road in Leeds. He owned a shop and took on Charlotte 
and her three children from the time who were George, Charlotte and the youngest Charles 
William. 

Unfortunately the Wild family disappear from records after 1901 and cannot be found on the 
1911 census. However, Charles William Wild does appear on records again in 1914 when he 
applied to join the British Army, not long after the outbreak of war in 1914. His story with 
the army is somewhat odd however. 

Private Wild’s pension records from an original enlistment in the army still exist, but his 
service records do not, even though he was to join the army twice! 

Charles Wild was living at 1 Brunswick Street in Morley in 1914, just round the corner from 
Morley Bottoms and probably next door to where the Brunswick pub once served beer to 
locals. (The author’s father was a barman there for some years in the 1960’s and it was 
colloquially known as ‘The Brunnie’ sadly it is another pub no longer functioning). On 
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November 24th 1914 Charles travelled to Leeds and was attested into the Kings Royal Rifle 
Corps, where he became Private 6561 Wild. 

He was not to stay in the army for long however, and his four page pension record tells us 
that he was to be invalided out of the army some few weeks later. On December 2nd he was 
posted to B Company of the 9th Battalion of the King’s Royal Rifle Corps, but by December 
7th 1914 he was discharged from the service suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis and 
deemed unfit to serve. After heeding the call to the colours so early in the war this must have 
been a disappointment to Charles. 

Only in 1915 does Charles William Wild begin to have a Drighlington connection when he 
married Ann Annakin, an Adwalton lass. On August 7th 1915 they were married at St Peter’s 
church in Morley. Ann was a weaver in the mills and Charles at this time was a ‘cloth raiser’ 
also in the mills and so it is probable that they met in a Morley mill. Ann was shown to be 
living at Owlett Hall in Adwalton and her father was William Annakin who was a farm 

labourer. Charles Wild’s father was shown to be George Wild (deceased) and was said to 
have been a watch chain maker, which is somewhat different to the occupations he was 
shown to have in earlier censuses, which was a general labourer. 

The couple took up residence in Marshall’s Buildings in Drighlington, but it was not a very 
long married life! By December 27th 1915 Charles was on his way to France with the Royal 
Field Artillery. Seemingly he had joined the army again after the initial rush of recruits had 
dried up somewhat and the medical to pass muster was not as stringent, so his tuberculosis 
had either improved or was not spotted on the second occasion. 

In either case it was remarkable that a man who was deemed unfit to serve just a few months 
earlier could get into the army again. Allowing for training and equipping him he must have 
joined the army not long after his marriage to Ann Annakin, and that may well have been 
why he married her at the tender age of 18, Charles himself was 20. His time living in 
Drighlington, or the Adwalton part of it, must have actually only amounted to a few weeks 
after his marriage and before joining his unit, the Royal Field Artillery, where he became 
Gunner 107560 Wild. 

The pension record for Charles Wild filled in in 1914 tell us a little about him physically. He 
was 5’6 1/4”   tall and weighed 128 pounds and he joined the army when he was 19 years and 
90 days old. 

Charles William Wild died on July 10th 1917, from wounds received in action. He is buried in 
the large military cemetery at Etaples, near Le Touquet in France. Etaples was a very large 
military base at the time and there were several hospitals for the sick and wounded there. It is 
possible that Charles Wild was brought there as a casualty from the front and died in the 
hospital there. At the time of his death he was attached to ‘A’ Battery of the 70th Brigade of 
the Royal Field Artillery. 

The CWGC record for Charles Wild shows that he was the husband of ‘A. Wild’ of 
Marshall’s Buildings, Adwalton. His wife requested that the following epitaph be put on their 
son’s grave, ‘Not gone from Memory or from Love, but gone to the father’s Home above’. 
Seemingly the CWGC did not allow this to be on the grave and no epitaph was carved on the 
headstone. 
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The book of remembrance for the village states that Charles Wild enlisted in October of 
1914, which he may well have done at first, but perusal of his military records show that he 
was invalided out of the army until he joined again in 1915. A remarkable story! 

 

The entry for Charles Wild in the Book of Remembrance. 

As a postscript to this story it seems that his wife Ann reverted to her maiden name after the 
war. When women were given the vote after the war her name is recorded on the electoral 
register for Drighlington as Ann Annakin, living with her father William again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


