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Private William Fletcher (1885-1917). 

8th Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment 

 

William Fletcher is one of several soldiers who are commemorated on grave stones in the 

churchyard at Drighlington St Paul’s church, but not actually buried there. He was killed in 

action on July 14th 1917 and is buried at Lebucquiere Cemetery in France. 

William was one of six children born to John and Emma Fletcher. In 1891 the family were 

living in Lord’s Buildings, which were part of Wakefield Road Adwalton at the time. The 

oldest of the children was Mary at twelve years old, and the youngest was Annie at four years 

of age. William Fletcher was six years old himself in 1891 having been born in 1885. John 

Fletcher worked as a butcher, which was a trade his son William would eventually take up. 

By 1901 only three of the Fletcher children were still living at home. Elizabeth was eighteen 

and working as a dressmakers assistant. Ethel was eleven years old and still at school. John 

had branched out from being a butcher to being a shopkeeper as well. William Fletcher was 

by now a sixteen year old postman. 

In 1911 the census shows that William Fletcher had been married for three years to Annie 

Mabel. They were living at Fletcher Fold in King Street at the time. The census also shows 

that the Fletchers had had one child who was born alive, but had subsequently died. William 

by now had become a butcher himself and Annie Mabel was working as a weaver. 

William Fletcher enlisted in the army at Bradford in January 1917 and joined the 8th Battalion 

of the East Yorkshire Regiment. They entered the war on September 9th 1915 by 

disembarking at Boulogne. He was killed in France on July 14th 1917. Annie Mabel was 
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living back in her own village of Gildersome at the time of William’s death. He had been a 

soldier for just six months. 

 

The entry for William Fletcher in the Book of Remembrance 

William was buried in the communal cemetery at Lebucquerie in France. The cemetery is 

situated on the road between Bapaume and Cambrai. The graves were from the battles which 

raged around the area especially after March of 1917 when the Germans launched their 

counter offensives to drive the allies back. The CWGC register for William Fletcher shows 

that he was ‘The son of John and Emma Fletcher of Drighlington, Yorks, husband of Annie 

Mabel Fletcher of Little Green, Gildersome, Yorks.’  

His wife requested that the words ‘He gave his life in the cause of freedom during the 

Great War of 1914-1919’, be carved on his headstone. However, it is not known whether 

this was accepted as an epitaph. 

 

Lebucquiere Communal Cemetery, Bapaume, France. 

 


