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Heber Haley (1896-1917). 

(Pioneer) Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire 
Regiment. 

The gravestone of Elizabeth Haley, which remembers her son Heber. 

Heber Haley was born on May 21st 1896, in Nethertown, which is part of the village of 
Drighlington. His mother and father were Squire and Elizabeth Haley. In 1901 the family 
lived in the Lumb Wood area of Cockersdale. For newer residents of the village this would 
probably be somewhere near to where the Briggs’s transport garage was located for many 

The family consisted of Fred, who was 22 and the son of Elizabeth from a previous 
relationship and Ada and Heber, who was 4 years old at the time. Squire Haley was a stone 
mason and his step son Fred worked in a brickyard carrying bricks. 

By the time of the 1911 census another child, Mary had been born and was 8 years old. Heber 
had started working by now and was a twine maker. His step brother Fred was still working 
in the brickyard, but his father had changed jobs to be a miner. 

Heber Haley joined the colours by enlisting in Gildersome, though without the benefit of his 
army papers it is impossible to know when. His medal card does survive at the National 
Archive however and we know that he joined the 21st (Pioneer) Battalion of the Prince of 
Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. The medal record does not show that Heber Haley 
was eligible for the 1915 star medal and so it may be that he joined the army in about 1916.
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The medal record card for Heber Haley. 

By 1917 Heber Haley was certainly with his pioneer regiment in the fields of Northern 
France. The pioneers were soldiers who were used to repair roads and railway tracks and to 
dig trenches and other military building that needed to be done. 

In May of 1917 the 21st found themselves at Fampoux, cutting communication trenches for 
the new positions the British had taken. From May 14th they were employed on road works 
duties, with no casualties. However, it was not an easy way to earn a soldier’s pay, as the 
battalion often sent men out into no man’s land to repair wire, with all the resultant casualties 
that ensued. The pioneers were obviously always near to the action as their war diary records 
several instances of men being buried by shells landing amongst them. On July 21st the 
pioneers were engaged in building a new fire trench in the front lines and a sergeant and three 
other men found themselves wounded. 

The work continued and another man was wounded. On July 22nd. Once again on the 23rd the 
pioneers were mending the fire trench when four of their number were killed. Heber Haley 
may have been one of the men killed by shell fire on July 23rd 1917, or he may have been one 
of the 3 men of C Company who were wounded on July 24th 1917 and died later that day. It is 
difficult to know. Certainly no other rank is listed as being killed on July 24th 1917 in the 

battalion war diary. Heber Haley is listed on the Commonwealth War Grave Commission 
database as having been killed in action on July 24th 1917. 

He is buried at Level Crossing Cemetery in Fampoux northern France, but he is also 
remembered on the grave stone of his mother and father who are buried in the church yard of 
Nethertown church in Drighlington. 
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Level Crossing Cemetery in France where Heber Haley is buried. 

 

 

The entry for Heber Haley in the UK Record of Soldier’s Effects, showing he died on July 24
th

 1917. 

  

 

 

 

 

 


