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Private Clifford Gough (1896-1917). 

10th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. 

 

The entry for Clifford Gough in the Book of Remembrance. 

Clifford Gough was born in Drighlington in the autumn of 1896. His parents were Andrew 

Marshall Gough and Margaret Ann Gough (nee Eastwood). In 1901 the family was made up 
of three children, Clifford 4 Lillian 2 and Doris, who was a babe in arms. Their father 
Andrew was a worker in the local cloth mill. 

Sadly Andrew was to die in 1909 and was buried in Drighlington churchyard on December 
18th of that year. There had been an addition to the family in 1903 when Freddie was born. 
Perhaps because of a lack of rooms, or merely to support her Margaret Ann was joined by her 
sister Mary Eastwood in 1911. They were living at a house stated as ‘Near New Inn’, 
somewhere near where Oakwell Road is today no doubt. Clifford meanwhile moved in with 
his grandparents just along Wakefield Road. Isaac and his wife Mary Eastwood had three 
sons living at home at the time, one being a miner and another a butcher. The third son was a 
mill hand and at the time in 1911 Clifford was also working as a mill hand at 14 years of age. 

Unlike many others who are on the memorial in Whitehall Road Drighlington we know a 
good deal about Clifford Gough’s time in the army because his papers survive. They show 
that he became Private 19114 of the 10th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s West Riding 
Regiment. 
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He was attested into the army on December 9th 1915, though attestation did not mean 
enlistment necessarily as some soldiers were attested and were called up at a later date. At the 
time of signing his forms Clifford stated that he was 19 years and 34 days old and that he was 
living at Springfield farm, Adwalton. His occupation was said to be a ‘percher’ which meant 
he worked a ‘perching machine’ treating finished cloth in the local mills. When examined by 
the doctors he was listed as being 5’1 1/4” tall and his general physical condition was noted 
as ‘Good’. His weight was recorded as 116 lbs. 

Clifford was posted to the army reserve on December 12th 1915, meaning that he could be 
called up at any time and that happened on February 3rd 1916. He was posted to his regiment 
on the 12th of July 1916, when he embarked for France. 

Clifford had some sickness at the beginning of September 1916 and spent a few days in 
hospital with Myalgia. However, by February of 1917 he was noted as being back serving 
with the battalion. By July of 1917 he had even earned some leave and on July 17th he 

departed for ten days leave in England. The 10th ‘Dukes’ had some heavy fighting in 1917 
and Clifford was probably due some rest! In 1917 they fought in The Battle of Messines, The 
Battles of the Menin Road, Polygon Wood and the First and Second Battles of Passchendaele. 

On September 18th 1917 the 10th Duke of Wellington’s moved to positions near to Sanctuary 
Wood with the rest of the 69th Division. On the next day they moved into the front line 
trenches. The rain was extremely heavy but the move went without incurring casualties. The 
men moved to assembly positions ready for the attack on German lines at 3am on September 
20th.  

Unfortunately whilst they were assembling in the trenches the positions of the 9th Yorkshire 
Regiment had not been vacated properly and so men of the 10th Dukes could not get into their 
trenches. As a result the Dukes suffered heavy casualties by being out in the open. After that 
they were subjected to a heavy barrage from the Germans. Facing the 10th Battalion as they 
attacked was a line of about a dozen heavily fortified and well manned pill boxes and 
concrete structures, all with machine guns. As these were taken many casualties ensued. By 
midday however the 10th Battalion had reached its objectives and dug itself in. 

It is not known how Clifford Gough met his untimely end on the battlefield at Sanctuary 
Wood. He may have been one of the initial casualties caused by bunching of men on the front 
line, or have died in the fierce bombardment that the Germans put up to ward off the 
attackers. Additionally, he could have been killed in trying to overcome the machine gun 
nests that held up the attack for much of the morning of September 20th. 

Clifford Gough died on September 20th 1917. His body was never found and he is 
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial. 
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The CWGC register for Clifford Gough shows him living at Graystone Farm at the time of his death 

registration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


