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Private Clarence Smith (1897-1917). 

9th Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment. 

 

The Tyne Cot Memorial upon which the name of Clarence Smith is engraved. 

Clarence Smith was born in Drighlington on May 14th 1897. He was the son of Jonathan 
Smith and his wife Alice (nee Clough). The Baptism register for Tong Parish Church for July 
18th 1897 shows that he was baptised there on that day. It also shows that Jonathan was a 
butcher by trade, though later records show him as a grocer. Working at the local co-op in 
Whitehall Road Drighlington he probably worked as both at different times. 

Jonathan and Alice Smith married at Drighlington Parish Church on August 15th 1891. At 
that time Jonathan was working in the local co-operative society as a grocer. They were both 
22 years old. 

By 1901 the Smith family were living in Whitehall Road, Drighlington and Jonathan was still 
employed by the local co-op. Family life for the Smith family must have been difficult 
between 1891 and 1911. The census forms for 1911 recorded that Alice had had a total of 7 
children by that year, and yet only 2 of them had survived. Clarence was 13 at that time and 
had already started work as a spinner in the mills. His brother, Walter Harrison Smith was 10 

months old then. Jonathan Smith’s mother’s maiden name was Harrison, hence the middle 
name. 

Clarence joined the army at the recruiting office in Pontefract, although his record on ‘UK 
Soldiers Died in the Great War’ says Bradford. However, his service records survive, in fact 

duplicate copies of them can be found at the National Archive, one of the copies has ‘Killed 
in Action’ scrawled across the front of it in black pencil. These indicate that he was helped to 
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sign his forms of attestation in Pontefract by a Sergeant Parker of the 7th Hussars.( The UK 
records also have his service number wrong, showing 38820 instead of his correct number of 
38830). 

The address for Clarence is spelt ‘Driddlington’ which all residents of the village will 
sympathise with, because all ‘Drig Folk’ will have had to spell out the name of their village 
to people on numerous occasions when filling in forms, only to see that they had got it 
completely wrong in the end! 

The attestation forms show that Clarence was 5’7 1/4 “ tall and that he was actually attested 
on November 17th 1915, but not actually mobilised until a year later on November 15th 1916. 
On that date he was examined by a doctor and passed fit for the army but his medical record 
showed that he had flat feet. He weighed 136 pounds. 

On November 17th 1916 Clarence Smith was posted to the 3rd Battalion of the York and 
Lancaster Regiment. It wasn’t until February 9th 1917 that Private Smith was to embark for 
the front though. He arrived in France on February 10th 1917 and on the very next day 
Clarence was transferred to the 9th Battalion of the York and Lancasters. He joined his 
regiment as a reinforcement in the field on April 21st 1917. The 9th Battalion itself had been 
in France since August 27th 1915. 

The next entry on Private Clarence Smith’s record was made on October 1st 1917, when it 
simply records that he was wounded. Unfortunately there are no further entries to tell us 
where he was taken for treatment, but he was to die of his wounds on that very same day. The 

report that he was wounded probably came from debriefing of soldiers who saw him last and 
as a result his death was also shown as this date. His body was never found and he is recorded 
on the Tyne Cot Memorial in France. 

 

The entry for Clarence Smith in the Book of Remembrance. 

The entry for Clarence Smith in the book of remembrance in the church shows that he was 
wounded and died on the way to hospital and that he was buried at Zillebeke in Belgium. 

However, the Commonwealth War Grave register for Zillebeke does not show that he is 
buried there. It may well be that when the cemetery was hit by shell fire then his body was 
destroyed in the salvo. Hence his name is found on the Tyne Cot memorial. 


