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Private Ernest Hartley (1888-1917). 

8th Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment. 

 
The name of E. Hartley is inscribed on the Tyne Cot Memorial. 

Ernest Hartley was born in Eccleshill, Bradford on August 6th 1888. He was the son of 
Samuel and Nancy Hartley. He was baptised in the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in September 
of that year. In 1891 the Hartley family were living in Moorside Terrace, Eccleshill with their 
two year old son Ernest. Samuel worked as a warehouseman in the mills at that time. 

By 1901 the family had grown to 5 children, with Ernest being the oldest at twelve. They had 
also moved to Tong, living in Cutler Heights Lane. Even at the young age of 12 years old 
Ernest was working as a spinner in the woollen mills by then. 

The 1911 census finds the Hartley family in Whitehall Road, Drighlington. Five children are 
still living with their parents and all are in work. Ernest and his father Samuel are noted as 
woollen manufacturers now, and so they may have started up a small spinning business 
which their family were working in. Each of the 5 children is shown as ‘assisting in the 
business’ but then they are noted as having different jobs such as weaving or burling. James 

Herbert Hartley is shown as assisting in the business in one column, but then working as a 
pawn broker in the next. Living with the family as a boarder at the time was one Lucy Fisher, 
a young girl who was a weaver and who would go on to marry the Hartley’s eldest son, 
Ernest in the weeks after the census was taken. 

Ernest and Lucy married in St James’ Church, Tong on April 16th 1911. Ernest was 22 and 
Lucy 21. Ernest’s father was strangely shown as a labourer at this time, which may mean that 
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he had misunderstood the census when he filled it in a few weeks earlier to say that he was a 
woollen manufacturer. Lucy’s father, Harry Fisher, was a miner. 

 

A young Ernest Hartley 

Ernest Hartley was yet another man who had come to the village from elsewhere and 
eventually married a Drig Lass and therefore settling down in the village. The CWGC 
registration for Ernest Hartley’s inclusion in the Tyne Cot memorial confirms that he was 
living in Lumb Wood, Cockersdale, with his wife Lucy, at the time of his death. 

 

The CWGC record for Ernest Hartley 

Ernest Hartley joined the army in Halifax on November 11th 1916. He became Private 38769 
Hartley of the 8th Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment. He was killed at the battle of 

Ypres on October 11th 1917. He had been a soldier for less than a year! His body was never 
found and his name is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, though the panel with his 
name on is wearing somewhat. 

The circumstances of Ernest Hartley’s death will sadly remain a mystery. On many occasions 

perusal of the Battalion War Diary tells us what exactly happened on a day when the soldier 
has died. Sometimes they even name the soldier themselves, though in most cases it is simply 
a number of ‘Other Ranks’ mentioned as being killed or wounded. 

On the day that Ernest Hartley is reported to have died the war diary for the 8th Yorks and 
Lancs does not mention any casualties at all. The battalion had moved to Polygon Wood the 
day before. The diary reads for October 10th 1nd 11th 1917: 

“Battalion moved up to trenches at front of Polygon Wood and relieved the 2nd 

Warwicks in the 7th Division after their attack in front of the wood. Relief not complete 
until the following night”. 
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On October 11th the diary notes that “Situation normal. Enemy snipers very active”. 

The only conclusion that one can draw from the diary entries is that Ernest Hartley was killed 
by a sniper, but this in itself is odd in that his body was not recovered and one would have 
thought that it would have been had he been killed by a sniper in one of the trenches or saps. 
So, somewhat of a mystery that may never be solved as to how he actually died. 

The book of remembrance adds further mystery when one reads the entry for Ernest that says, 

‘Reported missing October 11th 1917.’ 

Lucy Hartley Fisher was a widow for some 4 years before she married again. In 1921 she 
married John Carter a 38 year old bachelor, she was 31 by this time. 

 

The entry for Ernest Hartley in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


