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Private Arthur Horrocks (1891-1917). 

7th Division Ammunition Column Royal Field Artillery. 

 

Menin Road South Cemetery, Ypres, where Arthur Horrocks is buried. 

Arthur Horrocks was the son of James and Emma Horrocks. He was born in 1891 in 

Drighlington. Emma’s maiden name was Gaunt and in 1891 the Horrocks family lived with 
her parents, Samuel, a mill hand, and his wife Ann. They lived in Barraclough’s Row in 
Drighlington. 

In 1901 the Horrocks family were living on their own in Moorside and James was now 
working at the coal face as a miner. They had had one more child, a son named Norman 
Horrocks. By 1911 they had had a third son, but noted on the census that another child of 
theirs had died. Arthur was 20 years old at this time and shown as being a stable man and 
carter in the mineral water works. His brother Norman was also a worker there. All five 
members of the family were living in just two rooms on Moorside. 

Once again alas there are no military papers to peruse to see where Arthur’s career in the 
army took him. He enlisted in Gildersome in May 1916 according to the book of 
remembrance. His medal card does still survive and from that we know that he joined the 
Royal Field Artillery and became 149293 Private Horrocks. His job was to be a driver and as 
he was attached to an ammunition column we can surmise that he was doing the deadly job of 
driving ammunition around. 

The war diary for the 7th Divisional Ammunition Column of the Royal Field Artillery can be 
seen at the National Archive. Unlike the infantry war diaries it is sparse in giving details of 
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activities of its soldiers. However, the diary does tell us where the unit were in September and 
October 1917. It noted: 

“Dickebusch 28th September 1917. Captain Armstrong, with 40 wagons, teams and 
personnel moved up as a working party. Three officers and 50 other ranks also went up as 
a working party. Lieut. Cook took over the ammunition dump. 

Dickebusch 30th September General supply of ammunition in wagons and on pack 
animals”. 

The posting for this unit throughout October 1917 must have been extremely dangerous, at 
least more so than in its past postings, as on nearly each day’s entry in the war diary there is 
mention made of a soldier being wounded or killed. Unusually the names of the private 
soldiers are actually mentioned in each day’s note. In infantry regiment war diaries the names 
of private soldiers below the rank of Sergeant Major are rarely mentioned in the diaries, 
particularly when large numbers are concerned. 

The war diary entry on October 18th tells the fate of Arthur Horrocks, though not the 
circumstances. It shows: 

“Dickebusch October 18th. No. 149923 Driver A. Horrrocks Killed in Action.” 

Two other soldiers are recorded as being wounded on the same day, though whether in the 
same incident is not known. The large number of daily casualties showed what a dangerous 
job the ammunition carriers had, receiving casualties nearly every day in the month of 
October 1917. 

 

The CWGC record for the death of Arthur Horrocks. 

The Horrocks family asked that the inscription ‘A sweet and treasured memory, too dearly 
loved to be forgotten’, be placed on his headstone. 

Arthur Horrocks was killed in action on October 18th 1917 and is buried in the Menin Road 
South Cemetery near to the town of Ypres in Belgium. The book of remembrance shows that 
he died in the Military Hospital in Ypres from wounds received. 
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The entry for Arthur Horrocks in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


